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Mass schedule e Raspored Misa
Saturday e Subota 5:30 p.m.
Sunday e Nedjelja

7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English
11:00 a.m. Hrvatski
Weekdays e Kroz tjedan 7:30 a.m.

Posjeta bolesnicima — uvijek
Sick calls — at any time

Krstenja — po dogovoru
Baptisms — by appointment

Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise
Confessions — before Masses

Vjencéanja — najava 6 mjeseci ranije
Weddings — arranged 6 months in

advance
TELEPHONES
Rectory e Ured........... 312-842-1871
- ) G 312-842-6427
Sr. Milka Pusi¢............ 773-285-8526

Parish Council President
Mr. Jure Kutlesa.......... 708-442-7068

School Principal e Skola

St. Jerome Croatian Catholic Parish Mr. ChristozherCaban..312—842-7668
P4 4 : Liturgical Coordinator
Hrvatska katoliCka zupa sv. Jeronima Vi Torthow Doson 7738476914
2823 S. Princeton Ave. CCD Director
Cardinal Stepinac Way Mr. Gerard Fratto ........ 312-842-4077

Chicago, IL 60616

e-mail.... stjeromecroatian@gmail.com

www.stjeromecroatian.org Hrvatski Katolicki Radio
(this web site has an easy link to our ®1 facebook page) Glas zupe sv. Jeronima

: j 10: 750 AM
www.stjeromeschool.net Subota ujutro 10:00 (750 AM)
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Croatian Franciscan Friars Voice of St. Jerome’s
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi¢, OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni¢, OFM Saturday, 10 to 11 a.m. on 750 AM
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Monday, April 15 - Ponedjeljak, 15. travnja

7:30 a.m.
TJohnFasula ... Pat Girondl
T1 Jim and Janette Lurgio ..........ccccoovcieeeiniineenniieeenns family

Tuesday, April 16 - Utorak, 16. travnja

7:30 a.m.
T Janko Botich ........occoeviiiiiiiiiiiiiee, Louis Scalise family
T Jure MISeti€ .....ooovveieeeeeeeeeee e Maria E. Sipich

Wednesday, April 17 - Srijeda, 17. travnja

7:30 a.m.

T Fr. Aidan Lucko, OFM ..........coeeeeieiiieennnnn. George Rozman
T J0€ BOZICh .o wife and family
T LJUDICA BASBIC .o eeeeee e eeeeeeneen obitelj Cosic¢

Thursday, April 18 - Cetvrtak, 18. travnja

7:30 a.m.
T Dean Kaulentis ............ccccceeeevveennnnnnnn. Ken and Jan Zekich
Tt George and Cvita Vladovich ............. Chris and Matt Pesce
8:05 a.m.

PRO POPULO - For all Parishioners — Za Zupljane
7:00—9:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration — Euharistijsko kianjanje

Friday, April 19 - Petak, 19. travrya

7:30 a.m.
T Angie Passi ......cccoeecvveeenennn. Jerry and Michaelina Considine
T1 of Marino family ........coocoeiiiiiii family

Saturday, April 20 - Subota, 20. travryja

9:30 a.m.

T JoAnn Passarelli .........ccceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeees Godchild Carol
T JIMMY CArUSO ...ooeiiiiiieiiiieee e Glggie
T Ann Solimine (Condito) ........ccccccvieeeieeennnes Camille DiCaro
T Fr. Marko Kozina, OFM ............ Carol and Frano Marasovich
T Rlip MaJIC .veeveeieecee e Mayic family
T Marge Haptas ........cccceeeiieeeiiiiene e Gwen Walters
11:00 a.m.

T John Nagy ....ecevveeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeees Stanko Susnjara i obitelf
T JOSIP AMMIC .o Dinko i Ana Jovic¢
T Kata PuljaK .....coveeiiieeiiee e Predrag Zeba
T Dragojka Badrov ..........cc.cccoeee Jozo i Milena Badrov i obitelf
T Stanko Markota ...........cceeecveeiieenneennne. llijja i RuZica Mileti¢
T Ivan Zmijarevic .........ccoevveeevieenenen. Vesna Miinaric i obitelf
T J0SIPA LOVINOVIC ..ot obitelf
T fra Marko Kozina, OFM ........ccccovevvvevieennnnns lljja Zelic' i obitelj
T fra Hrvoslav Ban, OFM .........ccoeeevvvennnee. Pavao i Kata Hrkac
T Robert Jurlina .......ccoeevieeiieecie e obitelj Jurlina
T ANte IVEKIC ..o Nedla i Hrvoje Pecuvcic
T llija PavljaSevi€ .......cccoeevevieiiiececreeeei, Hrvatska Zena
T Josip Spehar ........ccccoeeveeveieeieeiee Steve | Mara Spehar
11 Jaka i Toma Sipi€ ....oveeveveeeieecceceeeeeeeeae Ante Sipich
Tt Ivan i Anda Mileti€ ..........cccveeveenenenne. llja i Ruzica Mileti¢
T Nick i Anica Spehar ............cccvcveuenee. Janko Spehar i obitelf
T+ iz obitelji Obradovic .............ceeueee.. RuZa Sumera i obitelf
1t iz Obitelji CONTIC ... Dusko
Na nakanu ........ccccceeeiiiiiiieieeee e, Stipe I Jaka Pudar

LECTORS - CITACI

7:30 a.m.

T Ester Nowak ........cocccvvveevveernnne Anthony and Joan Zivalich
T1 Mary and Angelo Pesce .................. Chris and Matt Pesce
5:30 p.m.

T David MACAr .......ccceveveireereiiecieieecie e, obitelj Skaro
T Catherine Petroski ........cccccovviiiiiieeniiiiiiiiee. Therese Nagy
T Barry Babich .........cccccoeiiiiiieiiiiieens Mom, Dad, Lisa Chris
T Vinka TUrGNOVIC .......ocvveieeieeciee e Mary Fratto
T JoAnn Passarelli ........cccccceeeeeennes St. Jerome Parish Council

Intentions of Nick and Carherine Perisin
.................................................................. Roseann Gurgone

Sunday, April 21 - Nedjelja, 21. travnja
4™ SUNDAY OF EASTER
4. VAZMENA NEDJELJA

5:30 p.m. — Brian Kenny

7:30 a.m. — Matt Pesce

9:30 a.m. — Michael Passarelli

11 a.m. — Mara Kosir, Davorka Toromanovi¢, Nikolina Mader

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
IZVANREDNI POSLUZITELJI SV. PRICESTI

5:30 p.m. — Jan Ferro
7:30 a.m. — Matt Pesce
9:30 a.m. — Ellen Ryan
11 a.m. — Perica Dusevic¢

ALTAR SERVERS - MINISTRANTI

5:30 p.m. — Mangan, Valenti, Yarus

7:30 a.m. — Bertucci, Sandoval

9:30 a.m. — J. Esparza. M. Esparza, Ruich

11 a.m. — Josip Dugandzi¢, Ante Ledi¢, Lorin Drazenovit,
Michael Karaci¢

FOR RENT — IZNAIMLJUJE SE

7:30 a.m.

TSamF. Madia .........coooeeiiiiiii Carm Benbow
TIONNFEIro ..o, family
T JoANN Passarelli ........cccoocveeeiiiiiieiiiiieene Philip Dimen za
11 Evelyn, Sr. Bernardine i Jozo CondiC v Dusko

» Apt. 2 bdrm house, 27" St. & Princeton area,
washer/dryer, central heat & AC, lovely yard, garden,
porch. Call 708-567-1591.

» Apt. in Bridgeport, 33rd and Lowe, 312-520-3066.
» Apt. 4 room, 3010 S. Princeton, 1% or 2" floor.
$750 + one month security. 1 Year lease, no pets. Call
630-734-155.
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3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER

The Book of Revelation uses highly sym-
bolic language to communicate its message to
the church in the first century as Christians
were being persecuted. The author wants to
assure the community that Jesus lives, hope
endures, and the final victory is theirs, if they
are faithful to Christ. Turning away from him as
a short-term expediency is not the solution,
even though the allure of avoiding persecution
may seem stronger than being true to Christ.

Some of the visions are meant to reveal
what is the final end for those who remain
faithful and endure the trial. They surround the
throne and cry out in praise of God. They live in
blessedness. One of the great comforts of this
vision is the way in which John describes the
throng gathered around the throne of God:
"They were countless in number" (Rev 5:11).

ad o

In the Gospel, we hear of the miraculous
catch of fish made by the disciples after Jesus'
resurrection. Standing on the shore, he directs
them to lower their nets one more time, even
though they had been hard at it all night. The
result is that they haul in an incredible catch.
The underlying theme of this miracle is that
God's mercy is without end. Through the resu-
rrection of Christ, God wills that all people be
saved. While the visions of the Revelation re-
veal the final outcome, the Gospel reminds us
that we disciples have to keep cooperating with
God's grace to help bring others into the fold.
Then the words of Revelation, "They were
countless in number," will truly come to pass.

3. VAZMENA NEDJELJA

Ne vjeruje se tek tako. Potrebni su nam
razlozi zbog kojih vjerujemo; iskustvo ocitova-
nja Bozjeg u naSem zivotu; susret s njim, i to
osobni. Sjetimo se, Marija Magdalena na uskrs-
no jutro u Isusu vidi vrtlara, dok nije zaCula s
njegovih usana: "Marijo!" | za apostole Isus je
stranac, do trena kad su zaculi: "Decki, imate li
$to za doruckovati?"

Danasnje evandelje poziv je na dorucak s
njim, poziv na prijateljsko druzenje, na iskustvo
osobnog susreta u kome iz njegovih ruku pri-
mamo hranu. Vjera je sjeCanje na te susrete,
uvjerenje da su se oni zbili, povjerenje da je on
uvijek s nama, i predanje njegovu vodstvu.

No, ne susrele se Isusa tek tako. On ba$
i nije prisutan u svakom osjecaju zanosa i us-
pjeha, kako smo skloni vjerovati. Niti je tako
Cvrsto s nama dok se Cvrsto u sebe uzda-
mo. Povlasteni susreti s Isusom zbivaju se
u neuspjesima. Kad, kao apostoli, nakon
noéi provedene u ribarenju priznamo da
nista nismo ulovili. Taj nas "nista" temelj je
za BoZji "neSto". Priznanje vlastitog neus-
pjeha, i nemodi; svijest da se u sebe pouz-
dati ne mozemo — prostor je u kojem Bog
stupa u akciju. Dok smo puni sebe, u hama
nema mjesta za Boga. A niti ima pravih ko-
raka, uspjeha, ni radosti. Kad jesmo onda
nismo. Tek kad nismo — onda stvarno jes-
mo. Tek kad se BoZja snaga nastani u na-
30j slabosti — nase bi¢e se rascvjetava do
krajnjih moguénosti. Sjetimo se svetih rije-
Ci: "Neka te ne ponese uspjeh, a u neuspje-
hu ne kloni." Ve¢a mudrost od ushita u uspjesi-
ma jest vidjeti uspjeh u svojim neuspjesima.

Pogledajmo kakvo je bilo Petrovo iskus-
tvo. Dok se uzdao u sebe i mislio da mora biti
Bog-zna-kako krepostan da bi bio u Isusovoj
blizini, govorio je: "Odlazi od mene Covjek sam
greSan." A poSto ga je tri puta zatajio, srozao
se do dna; i kad je unato¢ tomu doZivio da ga
Isus ljubi, lada mu je bila prespora da k njemu
dode: skoCio je u more i pohitao mu ususret.
Shvatio je da Isus ne Zivi od naSe ljubavi, nego
mi od njegove. Dok se uzdao u sebe drhtao je
od straha, a uzdajudi se u Isusa postojan je kao
stijena.
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BAPTISM
Today we are celebrating the baptism of
= Natalia Liberti
(Joseph and Dawn Pascente)
May God’s abundant blessing be always with
our newly baptised, their parents and godparents.

11TH WARD ANNOUNCEMENT
WHITE SOX RESIDENTIAL PARKING PROGRAM

The Alderman’s office would like to inform all in
the Chicago White Sox Residential Parking Program
boundaries that the program has begin on Monday, April
1, 2013 in conjunction with the home opener. The 2013
decals and visitor passes are available at the Service
Office located at 3659 S. Halsted St. For more informati-
on, please, see the flyer at the back of the Church.

MAY - MONTH OF MARY

The month of May is the "month which the piety
of the faithful has especially dedicated to Our Blessed
Lady," and it is the occasion for a "moving tribute of
faith and love which Catholics in every part of the world
[pay] to the Queen of Heaven. During this month Christ-
ians, both in church and in the privacy
of the home, offer up to Mary from
their hearts an especially fervent and
loving homage of prayer and venera-
tion. In this month, too, the benefits
of God's mercy come down to us from
her throne in greater abundance" (po-
pe Paul VI). During May we plan to
pray rosary before Sunday Masses.
Would you join us?

FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATIONS

Our second graders will celebrate their First
Communion in English on Sunday, May 5, at the Mass at
1:30 p.m. Later in May, First Communion will be cele-
brated in Croatian on Sunday, May 26, at 11 a.m.

Please, keep all of these young people in your
prayers. We hope that receiving Jesus in the Sacraments
may never become routine, for them or for us.

MAY CROWNING

We will have a May Crowning celebration on
Thursday, May 9, at 7 p.m. in the church. Join us for a
special devotion to Our Lady. It is a beautiful occasion to
gather together in prayer to honor Mary as our Queen
and Mother.

CHURCH ETIQUETTE

= Please make sure to turn your cell phones off
before entering the church.

= Please be respectful of people trying to pray in
silence in the church. Do not engage in excessive con-
versation in the church either before or after Mass.
Please, use the vestibule.

ARE YOU A REGISTERED PARISHIONER?

If you are not registered with our parish, this is
the time. Just drop us a note through email or stop by.
It is a gift to belong to such a wonderful faith communi-
ty of St. Jerome.

JOIN WEIGHTWATCHERS AND ZUMBA

If you want to get in shape for summer than
join Weightwatchers and Zumba. Weightwatchers come
together on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. in lower Small Hall.
Zumba Classes are on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the
School Hall at 7 p.m.

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJENCANJA
1) Anthony Scalise & Colleen Geoghegan

THE CANTATA PROJECT

The Chicago Bach Ensemble will be performing:
BWV 172 Erschallet ihr Lieder; BWV 6 Bleib bei uns denn
es will Abend werden; BWV 21 Ich hatte viel Bekuemm-
ernis. The Venues: Friday, April 19th at 8:00 p.m. - St.
Josaphat Church (2311 North Southport Ave); Saturday,
April 20th at 7:30 p.m. - St. Luke's Lutheran Church of
Logan Square (2649 North Francisco Ave.); Sunday,
April 21st at 7:30 p.m. - St. Thomas the Apostle Church
(5472 South Kimbark Ave.). Advance discounted tickets:
$12 (Adults & Students) $15 at the door. Children 12
and under are free.

SAVE THE DATE

= April 20721
“5 Cardinals” Concert

= Sunday, May 5
First Communion (English)
= Thursday, May 9
May Crowning
= Friday, May 10
Croatian Day at Daley Plaza
= Sunday, May 12
Mother's Day (Solemn Mass and St. Jerome
School Program)
= Sunday, May 19
Confirmation (Bishop Rojas - 5 p.m.)
= Sunday, May 26
First Communion (Croatian)

= Tuesday, June 4
St. Anthony Novena - every evening at 7 p.m.
= Thursday, June 6
St. Jerome Night at White Sox
e Thursday, June 13
St. Anthony feast in Hyde Park
= Tuesday, June 25
Medjugorje Anniversary
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FOLKLORNI FESTIVAL
»D KARDINALA*

Vet nekoliko godina folklorni
festival pod nazivom ,5 kardinala“
okuplja kolo grupe iz SAD-a i Kanade
koje nose ime kardinala Stepinca.
Ove godine domadin je na$ Klub Ste-
pinac. U goste nam dolaze kolo gru-
pe iz hrvatskih Zupa Sv. Nikole Tave-
lica u Montrealu, Precistog srca Mari-
jina u Vancouveru, Sv. Franje Asiskog u Windsoru te Sv.
Cirila i Metoda u New Yorku. Za nasSu zajednicu je velika
Cast da moZemo ugostiti roditelje i mlade iz ovih hrvat-
skih Zupa i kolo grupa.

Festival ¢e se odrzati u subotu 20. i nedjelju 21.
travnja. U subotu ¢e biti koncert u Whitney Young High
School (211 S Laflin St.) u 3 sata poslije podne. Ulaznice
se mogu nabaviti kod ¢lanova odbora Kluba Stepinac te
u Zupnom uredu ($15 za odrasle a djeca ispod 12 godina
besplatno). U subotu navecer Ce biti banket, ples i zaba-
va u nasoj Zupnoj dvorani. Ulaznice za banket su $30 za
odrasle, $15 za studente, $10 za djecu ispod 12 godina.
U nedjelju ¢e sve grupe biti na sv. misi u 11 sati te ¢emo
se nakon sv. mise oprostiti s njima.

SVIBANJ — MARIJIN MJESEC

Svibanj je mjesec koji nas poziva na zajednistvo
s Blazenom Djevicom Marijom koja nas vodi svome sinu
Isusu. Svibanj je posveéen Mariji, jer je mjesec ljepote,
mjesec budenja Zivota, a nitko nije ljepSi od Marije. Ona
je uzor svima koji su otvareni Bozjoj rijeci. U molitvi kru-
nice razmatramo otajstva Isusovog Zivota. Krunica nas
odgaja da prihvatimo Marijin stav te na BoZji poziv odgo-
vorimo Marijinim rije¢ima ,,Neka mi bude po rijeci tvojoj.“

Kroz mjesec svibanj ¢emo zajedno moliti krunicu
u 10:30 sati prije podne tj. prije hrvatske sv. mise.

v PROSLAVE PRVE SV. PRICESTI

' Proslavit ¢emo Prvu sv. Pri-

Cest na engleskom jeziku u nedjelju 5.

svibnja u 1:30 sati poslije podne te na

hrvatskom jeziku u nedjelju 26. svib-

\ nja u 11 sati prije podne. Molimo za

- sve nase prvopricesnike i njihove rodi-

telje. Pokazimo im svojim primjerom

" - kako je lijepo biti u zajedniStvu s Isu-

i i som u sakramentima, osobito u sakra-

mentu euharistije. Neka nam sv. misa nikada ne postane
navika nego uvijek Zivi susret s Bogom.

HRVATSKI DAN

U petak 10. svibnja obiljezavamo po deveti put
Hrvatski dan. Program Ce se odrzati u sredistu grada, na
Daley Plaza (50 W. Washington St.), od 10 sati ujutro do
3 sata poslije podne. Zelimo se i ove godine predstaviti
stanovnicima Chicaga kroz hrvatsku hranu, umjetnost,
izlozbe, kulturni i zabavni program i slicno.

MAJCIN DAN

MajCin dan ¢emo proslaviti u nedjelju 12. svib-
nja. Hrvatska 3kola Kardinal Stepinac ¢e prigodnim pro-
gramom izraziti zahvalnost svim majkama. Svecani ruCak
i program pocinju u 12:30 sati poslije podne tj. poslije
hrvatske sv. mise. Svi smo pozvani. Ulaznice ¢e se mod
nabaviti unaprijed.

PROSLAVA SV. POTVRDE (KRIZME)

Sakrament sv. potvrde (krizme) ¢emo slaviti u
nedjelju 19. svibnja. Nasi krizmanici ¢e primiti ovaj sa-
krament zavrdetka kr3¢anske inicijacije po rukama po-
mocnog Cikaskog biskupa Alberta Rojasa. Sv. misa Ce biti
u 5 sati poslije podne.

HRVATSKA VECER
NA WHITE SOX STADIONU

U Cetvrtak 6. lipnja okupljamo se
po osmi put na White Sox stadionu da pro-
slavimo Hrvatsku vecer u drustvu prijatelja
i Zupljana. Ulaznice Ce biti u prodaji uskoro.

MQLITVA KRUNICE SRIJEDOM
S CASNIM SESTRAMA NA DREXELU

Zelite li moliti krunicu? Zelite li produbljivati svoju
vjeru i meditirati o otajstvima Isusova Zivota? Pridruzite se
nasim casnim sestrama i molitvenoj grupi koji se okupljaju
svake srijede u kapelici sv. Ante na Drexelu. Molitva traje
od 7 do 7:45 sati navecer.

EUHARISTIJSKO KLANJANJE CETVRTKOM

Euharistijsko klanjanje imamo svakog Cetvrtka od 7
do 9 sati navecer. Dodite pokloniti se Isusu i prinijeti mu
svoje molitve i zahvale. Dodite k meni, svi koji ste umor-
ni i optereceni i ja Cu vas okrijepiti, govori nam Isus.

ZUPNI ZBOR

Medu darovima koje nam je Bog
dao je i dar glazbe i pjesme. Radosna je
duZnost svakoga tko je takav dar primio
slaviti Gospodina glazbom i pjesmom, te
uljepSati drugima misno slavlje i druge prigode. Je li Bog
i tebi dao dar lijepoga glasa? Sv. Augustin je rekao: Tko
pfeva, avostruko moli! Probe su nedjeljom u podne (nakon
hrvatske sv. mise).

MLADI FEST 2013 U NORVALU
Susret hrvatske katolicke mladezi SAD-a i Kana-
de ¢e biti od 7. do 9. lipnja na Hrvatskom franjevackom
srediStu Kraljice mira u Norvalu, Ontario, kako bi mladi
ik podijelili _i proslavili S\{oju_ vjeru u
at - Ve Isusa Krista. Predvoditelj susreta
!;::: ,': je don Damir Stoji¢, studentski ka-
N pelan u Zagrebu. Na molitvenom
susretu sudjeluju i izvodaci duhov-
ne glazbe Tatjana Cameron Tajd i
N Apostoli mira. Vise se moZe nadi
L na: norvalyouthrally2013.com.
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MEN’S CAPACITY FOR GOD
from the Catechism of the Catholic Church

God has placed a desire for himself in
every person. He draws man to himself and facili-
tates man's search. Man is called to speak with
God and be in communion with him.

Many factors (ignorance, evil, desire for
riches, bad example, teachings hostile to religion)
lead man to reject his "vital bond to God." Out of
fear, man hides himself (Gen 3:8-10). God still
calls man to seek him, and every person must
search for God with his intellect, will and "an up-
right heart.” "You have made us for yourself, and
our heart is restless until it rests in you" (St. Au-
gustine).

Proofs for God's existence come from ar-
guments which converge, convince and provide
ways for man to know God. These proofs are
found in the physical world and man's inner world.
Man is endowed with a sense of moral goodness.
By his conscience, man asks about God's exis-
tence. This shows that man has a spiritual soul
(the seed of eternity) which comes directly from
God. So the world and the human person can be-
gin to exist, they must participate in a Being Who
has no origin and no end. The person must reali-
ze that the goal of human existence is God him-
self. Man can reason to the existence of a perso-
nal God. However, God has also chosen to reveal
himself. Rational proofs can show that revealed
truths are not opposed to reason.

Man, by reason alone, can know that God
exists through the created world which God has
made. Therefore, man can accept God's revelati-
on. However, serious obstacles exist. First, religi-
ous truths cannot be seen. Second, religious
truths demand selfsacrifice. Third, man experien-
ces inner disordered appetites. Man is easily per-
suaded to consider as false what he does not
want to acknowledge as true. Therefore, man
needs revealed truths, even those which man can
grasp by reason (such as God's existence). The
intellect (unaided by the Bible) can grasp some
truths about God. Therefore, a dialogue with all
peoples (atheists, philosophers, etc.) is possible.
Yet, we are limited and can speak about God only
with human language. We begin to describe God
according to his creatures (which reflect his good-
ness). We also "purify" our language because
human words fall short in describing him.

Although limited, our language can still
attain to God (sometimes expressing only what
God is not).

‘o / COVJIEK JE
Iy “OTVOREN”
\ ZA BOGA
4 iz Katekizma
- ek & Katolicke Crkve

(vieinja za Bogom upisana je Covjeku u srce,
jer je od Boga i za Boga stvoren. Bog nikad ne pre-
staje Covjeka priviaciti sebi. Samo ¢e u Bogu Covjek
pronadi istinu i blaZzenstvo za ¢ime neprekidno tra-
ga. Odvajkada, pa sve do nasih dana, ljudi su na
mnogo nacina izrazili svoje traZenje Boga kroz svoje
vjerske nazore i religiozna ponaSanja (molitve, zr-
tve, obrede, razmatranja, itd.). | pored toga Sto ovi
izrazajni oblici mogu biti viseznacni, oni su toliko
opéeniti da se Covjeka moze obiljezZiti kao religiozno
bie. Ali tu "intimnu i Zivotnu povezanost s Bogom"
moze Covjek zaboraviti, ne priznati i Cak izriCito od-
baciti. Takvi stavovi mogu imati najrazliCitije uzro-
ke: pobunu protiv prisutnosti zla u svijetu, neznanje
ili vjerski nehaj, brige za svjetovno i za bogatstvo,
lo§ primjer vjernika, misaone struje protivne vjeri i
naposljetku teznju Covjeka gresnika da se, iz straha
pred Bogom, sakrije te izmakne njegovu pozivu.

"Neka se raduje srce onih Sto traze Gospodi-
na" (Ps 105,3). lako Covjek moZe zaboraviti ili od-
baciti Boga, Bog ipak neumorno svakoga Covjeka
zove, da ga trazi, da zivi i nade srecu. No to traze-
nje zahtijeva od Covjeka puni napor uma i isprav-
nost volje, "srce iskreno" kao i svjedoCanstvo dru-
gih koji ¢e ga nauciti traziti Boga.

Kad osluskuje poruku stvorenja i glas vlasti-
te savjesti, Covjek moze stedi sigurnost da postoji
Bog, uzrok i svrha svega. Crkva uci da se jedinog i
istinitog Boga, naSeg Stvoritelja i Gospodina, moze
sa sigurno$¢u upoznati po njegovim djelima prirod-
nim svjetlom ljudskog razuma.

O Bogu moZemo stvarno govoriti, polazeéi
od mnogostrukih savrSenosti stvorova, po kojima su
oni sli¢ni beskrajno savréenom Bogu. No nas ogra-
nieni govor ne moze iscrpsti Bozjeg Otajstva.
"Stvorenje bez Stvoritelja nestaje”. Stoga vjernici
znaju da ih Kristova ljubav tjera da donesu svjetlo
Zivoga Boga onima koji ga ne poznaju ili odbacuju.



