
St. Jerome Croatian Catholic Parish 
Hrvatska katoli ka župa sv. Jeronima 

2823 S. Princeton Ave. 
Cardinal Stepinac Way 

Chicago, IL 60616

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 

 Saturday  Subota 

  5:30 p.m. English 

 Sunday  Nedjelja 

  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 

  11 a.m. Hrvatski 

 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 

  7:30 a.m. English 

Posjeta bolesnicima — uvijek 

Sick calls — at any time 

Krštenja — po dogovoru 

Baptisms — by appointment 

Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 

Confessions — before Masses 

Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 

Weddings — arrange 6 months in 

iadvance

TELEPHONES

Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 

Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 

Sr. Milka Puši  .............. 773-285-8526 

Parish Council President 

Jure Kutleša ................ 708-442-7068 

School Principal  Ravnatelj škole 

Christopher Caban ........ 312-842-7668 

Liturgical Coordinator 

Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 

CCD Director 
Gerard Fratto ................ 312-842-4077 

e-mail .... stjeromecroatian@gmail.com 

Hrvatski Katoli ki Radio 

Glas župe sv. Jeronima 

Subotom od 10 do 11 sati (750 AM) 

Croatian Catholic Radio 

Voice of St. Jerome’s 

Saturday, 10 to 11 a.m. on 750 AM
Croatian Franciscan Friars 

Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

www.stjeromecroatian.org 
(this web site has an easy link to our  facebook page) 

www.stjeromeschool.net 

May 4, 2014 - 4. svibnja 2014.



Monday, May 5 - Ponedjeljak, 5. svibnja

7:30 a.m. 
†† Jim and Janette Lurgio  ................................ Perisin family 
In honor of Our Lady of Medjugorje  .............................. N. N. 

Tuesday, May 6 - Utorak, 6. svibnja 

7:30 a.m. 
† Michael „Byrd“ DiFoggio .................................. Pam Munizzi 
† Margaret Loscalzo  ......................................  Ellen O'Donnell 
†† Paul and Martha DiCaro (35th Anniversary)  ............  family

Wednesday, May 7 - Srijeda, 7. svibnja 

7:30 a.m. 
† Gene Dengler Sr.  ........................................................ wife
† George „Buckey“ Kovachevich  .................. Cannatello family 
In honor of Our Lady of Medjugorje  .............................. N. N. 

Thursday, May 8 - etvrtak, 8. svibnja 

7:30 a.m. 
† Shirley Picciano  .........................  Catherine and Nick Perisin 
†† iz obitelji Fisher  ......................................................  Leslie 
8:05 a.m.  
PRO POPULO – For all Parishioners – Za župljane                                           
7 – 9 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration – Euharistijsko klanjanje 

Friday, May 9 - Petak, 9. svibnja 

7:30 a.m. 
† Richard L. Davis  .......................................  George Rozman
† Shirley Picciano  .....................................  Rose Marie Sestito

Saturday, May 10 - Subota, 10. svibnja 
Bl. Ivan Merz - bl. Ivan Merz 

7:30 a.m. 
† Peter Perisin  ............................................................ family
† Albert Iannoni  ...........................  Catherine and Nick Perisin
†† of Iannoni family  .....................  Catherine and Nick Perisin
5:30 p.m. 
† Ted Mossman  .................................................. klub Poljica
† Chester Bazan Sr.  .................... Rosemary and Janet Renda
† Barry Babich  ..........................................  Lisa and Christine
† Sima Babich  .....................................  Terri and Sam Babich
† Rose Iozzo  .......................................  Terri and Sam Babich
† Michaeline Iozzo  ............................... Terri and Sam Babich
† Ross Cannatello  ....................................... Cannatello family 
†† Carmen and Eva Butera  ......................... Cannatello family 
†† of Thompson and Iozzo family  ......................  Iozzo family 

Sunday, May 11 - Nedjelja, 11. svibnja 
4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER - 4. USKRSNA NEDJELJA  

7:30 a.m. 
† Carmella Barbara .....................................................  family
† Helen Pelnersh  ................................................. Mary Tadin 
† Mary Romano  ............................................  Romano family 

†† Wally and Rose Monahan  .........................  Romano family 
†† Joe and Helen Muskus  .............................  Romano family 
†† Evelyn, Sr. Bernardine i Jozo ondi   ......................  Duško
9:30 a.m. 
† Dominick Bruno  ....................................................... Susan 
† John Bogovi   .................................................  Karl Segvich 
† Pat (Rogosich) Madon  ...............................................  N. N. 
† Jean Zekich  ................................ Ken, Jan and John Zekich 
† Rose Polacek  .............................. Ken, Jan and John Zekich 
† Peter Perisin  ..............................................  wife and family 
† Josephine Tarantino  ................................... daughter Cathy 
†† Pete and Rose Previte  ....................................  Katie Ferro 
†† Jose and Maria Tadeo  ...................................  Maji  family 
†† of Bozich and erina families  ...................  Vera and family 
11 a.m.  
† Stanko Marasovi   .................................  brat Slavko i obitelj 
† Robert Jurlina  .......................................................... obitelj
† Ante Šimi   ................................................................ djeca 
† Jure Dugandži   ...........................  An elko Šušnjara i obitelj 
† Pavao Jur i   ........................ Blago i Ivanka Planini  i obitelj 
† Geno Milas  ........................... Blago i Ivanka Planini  i obitelj 
† Ivan Babi   ..................................................... Valeria Babi
† Ljiljana Beriti   ...............................  Maja Dugandži  i obitelj 
† Milka Maras  ........................................... John i Mara Šuper 
† Marko Peri   .................................... Catherine i Nick Perišin 
† Katarina Schall  ...................................... Stipe Toki  i obitelj
† Jakov Šipi ....................................................... Ante Sipich
† Ivan Žuži ................................................................ obitelj
† Ivan Cvitanovi   .......................................  Ivan i Iva Kara i
† Karmila Knezovi ................................ Jerko i Ruža Šumera
† Marija Galovi   ................................................  Ante Galovi
†† Ilija i Jozo Jel i   ............................................  obitelj osi
†† Kata Brajkovi  i ostali pokojni  ............... Neva Zeli  i obitelj 
†† Joza Zeli  i ostali pokojni  ......................  Ante Zeli  i obitelj 
†† iz obitelji ondi .................................................... Duško
Na ast Gospe Me ugorske  ..........................................  N. N. 
Na nakanu  ........................................................... Bože Guvo 

LECTORS - ITA I

5:30 p.m. – Mary Fratto 
7:30 a.m. – Emmett Turney; 9:30 a.m. – Diane Krolo 
11 a.m. – Mario Ivan i , Antonia Jurkovi

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

IZVANREDNI POSLUŽITELJI SV. PRI ESTI

5:30 p.m. – Jan Ferro  
7:30 a.m. – Matthew Pesce; 9:30 a.m. – Juliana Perisin 
11 a.m. – Domagoj Paraga 

ALTAR SERVERS - MINISTRANTI

5:30 p.m. – Michael Passarelli, Isabella and Olivia 
Wroblewski  

7:30 a.m. – Francesca Bertucci, Robert Ruiz 
9:30 a.m. – Angelina Caruso, Monica Matual, Zach Sandoval 
11 a.m. – Lorin Draženovi , Marija Kraljevi , Nikola Br i ,

Lidija Kutleša 
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3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER

There is a line from the movie Evan Almighty 
in which God, played by Morgan Freeman, explains 
to Evan what prayer should mean. He tells him that 
when people pray for patience, for example, God 
doesn't give them patience but rather the opportu-
nity to be patient. Our problem is in recognizing 
these opportunities. It is just as true that we should 
recognize the opportunity to live with Christ in our 
lives.

 On the very day in which Mary Magdalene, 
Peter, John and the others found the empty tomb 
following Jesus' crucifixion, two followers were re-
turning to their homes in Emmaus. Obviously dis-
traught over the events of the past few days, they 
were joined by another traveler who explained to 
them how the events had fulfilled all of the promises 
of the Scriptures. They did not recognize their 
fellow traveler as Jesus; only when he broke bread 
with them were their eyes opened. 

 Our liturgy is a replica of the Emmaus event. 
We have first the Liturgy of the Word, in which 
God's revelation is explained to us, and we then sit 
at table with our divine Lord - the Word of God 
made flesh - who gives Himself to us under the form 
of human food - something which only a God, and a 
loving God, could do.

 By means of touch and the sharing of a meal, 
the risen Jesus establishes direct contact with his 
disciples. But the failure to recognize him immedia-
tely teaches us that we must look for him more 
deeply in others; the homeless man asleep beneath 
a bridge, the single mom trying to feed her children, 
the quiet co-worker who goes home alone every 
night. To live and love as Christ we must recognize 
the opportunity to see him in others, as well. 

 Christ has called us to be his followers and 
disciples. He has called us not because He needs us, 
but because we need Him. He has prepared for us a 
heavenly banquet - a feast of joy and happiness 
which will last forever. The present Eucharistic meal 
is the means He instituted to help us reach the new 
Jerusalem which is above. Let us use this means 
frequently and fervently; in it we shall, like the two 
disciples, recognize Him as our loving, risen Savior 
Mercy.

3. VAZMENA NEDJELJA

 Bibliju možemo promatrati na dva na ina.
Prvi je da ju promatramo kao staru knjigu punu re-
ligiozne mudrosti, moralnih vrednota, punu poezije. 
Biblija je tako er najprevo enija knjiga svijeta. Po-
stoji i onaj drugi pristup Bibliji, koji je mnogo za-
htjevniji, a to je: pristupiti Bibliji kao knjizi koja u 
sebi sadrži živu Rije  Božju, koja mijenja moj život, 
pristupiti joj kao 'nadahnutoj' knjizi, koju su, dodu-
še, napisali ljudi ali pod izravnim utjecajem Duha 
Svetoga. itati Bibliju kao knjigu koja govori ljudi-
ma svih vremena o smislu života i smrti, i iznad 
svega, o ljubavi Boga koji je Otac. Srca u enika su 
se 'zapalila' slušaju i stranca i hodaju i zajedno s 
njim i, u trenutku kad ih želi napustiti, želja da os-
tane s njima još je ve a. Isus želi upravo to. Htio bi 
i od nas uti onaj: Ostani s nama, Gospodine! 

A mi? Nismo li esto kao u enici iz Emausa 
slijepi da ga prepoznamo kao onoga koji hoda uz 
nas, koji trpi u nama i u bra i oko nas? Dvojica 
u enika slika su Crkve, slika su svakoga od nas ka-
da se susretnemo da slušamo Rije  Božju i lomimo 
kruh u euharistiji. Kao i u enici, esto ga ne pre-
poznajemo u našoj osobnoj povijesti. Naro ito smo 
'slijepi' da ga prepoznamo u našoj patnji ili onih 
oko nas, u patnji koju iš itavamo iz novina ili gle-
damo na televiziji. Upravo zbog toga trebamo Isusa 
da nam progovori tuma e i nam Pisma i lome i za 
nas kruh, da nam podari snagu vjere, da oživi u 
nama vjeru da je On Uskrsnuli, da bol, patnja i 
smrt nisu kraj nego po etak života. 



BAPTIZED 
Last Sunday in our church was baptized 

• Deanna Arielle Morin
  Israel Morin and Dora Hernandez.  

May God’s abundant blessing be always with our 
newly baptized, her parents and sponsor.  

MAY - MONTH OF MARY  
The month of May is the "month which the piety 

of the faithful has especially dedicated to Our Blessed 
Lady," and it is the occasion for a "tribute of faith and 
love which Catholics in every part of the world [pay] to 

the Queen of Heaven. During this 
month Christians, in church and in the 
privacy of the home, offer up to Mary 
from their hearts an especially fervent 
and loving homage of prayer and ve-
neration. In this month the benefits of 
God's mercy come down to us from 
her throne in greater abundance" 
(Pope Paul VI). During May we pray 
rosary before Sunday Masses. Join us. 

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR FIRST HOLY COMMUNICANTS 

This Sunday’s special 1:30 p.m. Mass will be a 
milestone for many of our Second Graders of our School 
and Sunday Religious Education program because they 
will receive Jesus in the Sacrament of the Eucharist for 
the first time. First Holy Communion in Croatian will also 
be celebrated today at 11 a.m. Mass. 
 Please, keep all of these young people in your 
prayers. We hope that receiving Jesus in the Sacraments 
may never become routine, for them or for us. 

MAY CROWNING  
May Crowning celebration will be on Thursday, 

May 8, at 7 p.m. in the church. Join us for a special de-
votion to Our Lady. It is a beautiful occasion to gather in 
prayer to honor Mary as our Queen and Mother. 

MOVIE AND WINE EVENING 
As a part of the celebration of 10th Croatian 

Days in Chicago, we will have an opportunity to see a 
movie “Mike” about Miljenko Grgi , Croatian born, world 
famous Californian wine maker. Movie will be shown on 
Friday, May 9, at 8 p.m. in the Upper Small Hall. There 
will be an opportunity to taste Grgi ’s wine. Join us. 

MOTHER’S DAY FLOWER SALE
Flowers will be sold after Masses on Sunday, 

May 11. Beautiful bouquets of fresh-cut flowers make a 
wonderful gift for any Mom, Step-Mom, Mother-in-law or 
Grandmother. Proceeds will be used to help young wo-
men who are in a crisis pregnancy situation and seeking 
assistance through The Women’s Centers of Greater Chi-
cagoland. Please, support this life-saving cause. 

ST. JEROME WHITE SOX NIGHT POSTPONED 
Due to conflicts of interest, St. Jerome White 

Sox Night (scheduled for Tuesday, May 22) has been 
postponed. New date will be announced very soon. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
ZUMBA - If you want to get in shape and have fun 

- join Zumba every Tuesday and Thursday in the Big Hall 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Book Club will have next meeting on 
Wednesday, May 14, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. They 
are reading “Me before you” by Jo Jo Noyes. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration to the 
Blessed Sacrament is every Thursday from 7 to 9 p.m. 
This is a beautiful time to pray and reflect with the Lord. 
 AA - Meetings are held every Thursday at 7:30 
p.m. in Upper Small Hall. This is a wonderful group of 
people who are following the 12 Step program. 

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR PARISHIONERS DOING WELL 
Trinity High School - The Dominican College Preparatory 

School For Young Women 
 First Honors Francesca Gaudio 
   Adriana Kraljevi
 Second Honors Nicolina Balazs 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, May 4 

First Holy Communion - Prva sv. pri est
• Thursday, May 8 

May Crowning
• Friday, May 9 
 - Croatian Day at Daley Plaza 
 - Movie and Wine evening 
 - “Tre a sre a” dance 
• Sunday, May 11 

Mother’s Day (Solemn Mass and Program) 

• Saturday, June 14 
Godišnja sv. misa kluba Sinj 
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Norah Al-Hallaj 
Juliana Caruso 
Angelo Ciaravino 
Patrick Cimaglia 
Adrianna DeGrazia 
Isabella Diaz 
Adam Domingo 
Gabriel Filipovi
Giuliana Graczyk 
Luke Holstrom 
Marina Hosti ka
Nada Jumi
Brigitte Krišto 
Mia Liberti 
Larisa Link 
Vicenzo Mannino 

Emma Markota 
Blaž Mio i
Francesca Martella 
Ella McNamara 
Dario Mendoza 
Annabella Molloy 
Gabriella Passarelli 
Bella Pehar 
Mila Perkovi
Joshua Rowe 
Anthony Serrano 
Giovanni Serrano 
Jakob Stegmiller 
Ivo Vlai evi
Nicole Zeimys 
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SVIBANJ – MARIJIN MJESEC 
Svibanj nas poziva na zajedništvo s Blaženom 

Djevicom Marijom koja nas vodi svome sinu Isusu. Kroz 
mjesec svibanj zajedno emo moliti krunicu u 10:30 sati 
prije podne tj. prije hrvatske nedjeljne sv. mise. Ho eš li 
nam se priklju iti?

PROSLAVE PRVE SV. PRI ESTI
Prvu sv. pri est slavimo danas: na hrvatskom je-

ziku u 11 sati prije podne te na engleskom jeziku u 1:30 
sati poslije podne. Molimo za sve naše prvopri esnike. 
Pokažimo im svojim primjerom kako je lijepo biti u zajed-
ništvu s Isusom u sakramentima, osobito u sakramentu 
euharistije.

Martin Gali
 Frano Kraljevi
 Luka Ivan i

HRVATSKI DAN U CHICAGU 
U petak 9. svibnja obilježavamo po 10. put Hr-

vatski dan u Chicagu. Program e se održati na Daley 
Plaza (50 W. Washington St.), od 10 sati ujutro do 3 sa-
ta poslije podne. Želimo se predstaviti stanovnicima 
Chicaga kroz hrvatsku hranu, umjetnost i zabavni 
program.

HRVATSKA FILMSKA VE ER
U sklopu proslave 10. hrvatskih dana u Chicagu, 

imat emo priliku pogledati film “Mike” o Miljenku Grgi u,
svjetski priznatome vinaru. Film e se prikazati u petak 
9. svibnja u Gornjoj maloj dvorani s po etkom u 8 sati 
nave er. Bit e prilike i za kušanje Grgi evih vina. 

PLES I ZABAVA 
U petak 9. svibnja KUD “Hrvatska baština” orga-

nizira se i ples i zabava u našoj Velikoj dvorani. Za dobro 
raspoloženje e se pobrinuti grupa “Tre a sre a”. Zabava 
po inje nakon filma u 9 sati nave er. 

MAJ IN DAN 
 Za ovaj poseban dan, kao i svake godine, Hrvat-
ska škola u našoj Velikoj dvorani organizira prigodni pro-
gram i sve ani ru ak. Ulaznice po cijeni od $25 za odras-
le i $10 za djecu ispod 12 godina, možete dobiti kod la-
nova odbora Hrvatske škole. Dobro došli! 
 Isti dan, nakon svake sv. mise, u organizaciji 
“Centra za žene” Chicago, koji pomažu spašavanju života 
mladih ljudi, mo i ete kupiti i cvje e za dar svojim maj-
kama, suprugama, bakama. 

Volim te majko, 
Volim tvoju radost življenja, 

Tvoje razumijevanje i  
Tvoje davanje. 

Ono što najviše volim je, to što ti voliš mene. 
Bože svih majki, hvala ti za moju!

GODIŠNJA SV. MISA KLUBA SINJ 
Klub Sinj e u subotu 14. lipnja imati svoj godiš-

nji susret i slavlje sv. mise u našoj crkvi u 11 sati prije 
podne te potom ru ak u župnoj Velikoj dvorani. Ovo dru-
štvo djeluje u našoj zajednici od 1947. godine.

HRVATSKA VE ER NA WHITE SOX STADIONU 
Zbog podudarnosti s koncertom Olivera Dragoje-

vi a, 9. hrvatska ve er na White Sox stadionu se odga a
za neki bolji dan. Novi datum emo objaviti uskoro.

MLADI FEST 2014 
 M lad i fes t  j e  sus re t 
hrvatske katoli ke mladeži SAD-a i 
Kanade od 4. do 6. srpnja na 
Hrvatskom franjeva kom središtu 
Kraljice mira u Norvalu, Ontario. 
Voditelj susreta e biti don Damir 
Stoji , studentski kapelan u Zagrebu. Molimo sve koji su 
zainteresirani da nam se jave da bismo mogli organi-
zirati grupu iz Chicaga, Rockforda i Milwaukeeja. 

OBAVIJEST IZ GENERALNOG KONZULATA RH 
Rok za podnošenje zahtjeva za prethodnu regis-

traciju za izbore za Europski parlament je srijeda 14. 
svibnja. Dakle, svi državljani RH koji imaju prebivalište u 
Republici Hrvatskoj, a za vrijeme održavanja izbora e se 
na i na prostoru u nadležnosti GK Chicago, dužni su do 
14. svibnja zatražiti prethodnu registraciju, obrasce za 
prijavu možete dobiti u našem župnom uredu, a za više 
pojedinosti nazovite GK RH na 312-482-9902. 

KONCERT OLIVERA DRAGOJEVI A
Oliver Dragojevi  i grupa Dupini te gosti (Nina 

Badri , Tedi Spalato, Ljiljana Nikolovska) nastupaju u 
Harris Theatre (205 E. Randolph Dr.) u etvrtak 22. svib-
nja. Koncert po inje u 8 sati nave er.

 APARTMENT FOR RENT (3017 S Princeton Ave.) 
Kitchen, dinning & living room, 3 bedrooms, central 
heat & air, enclosed back porch, appliances 
including washer & dryer. Call 312-217-3208. 

 2 BRAND NEW APARTMENTS (3129 S Princeton Ave.) 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, hardwood floors, granit 
countertops, washer & dryer in unit, stainless steel 
appliances. Call 312-566-7627. 

ZAHVALA

Hvala svim darovateljima za program 
Hrvatskog katoli kog radija:  

Zlata Dugandži  i obitelj ($200)  
povodom prve godišnjice smrti

Jure Dugandži a.  
Hvala na daru, potpori i slušanju! 

FOR RENT – IZNAJMLJUJE SE



SVETOM PAPI IVANU PAVLU II. 
OTKRIVEN SPOMENIK U SARAJEVU  

(Valentina Rup i )

 - Hvala gra anima grada Sarajeva koji prih-
va aju ovaj dar, kazao je vrhbosanski nadbiskup i 
kardinal Vinko Pulji  na sve anosti otkrivanja spo-
menika svetom papi Ivanu Pavlu II u Sarajevu. 
Glavni grad BiH se danas otkrivanjem ovog spome-
nika ispred Katedrale srca Isusova u ast mirovne 
misije pape Ivana Pavla II. u BiH pridružilo mnogim 
gradovima svijeta koji su u inili isto u znak njego-
vog humanizma i poruka mira što je prenosio u 
svojim govorima, prenosi Fena. 
 Spomenik je otkriven i blagoslovljen uz pri-
godnu sve anost na trgu ispred Katedrale, u prisus-
tvu velikog broja zvanica iz politi kog, kulturnog, 
vjerskog i javnog života BiH, te brojnih vjernika, 
gra ana. U programu obra anja sudjelovali su 
predsjednik Hrvatskog kulturnog društva "Napre-
dak" Franjo Topi , predsjedatelj Vije a ministara 
BiH Vjekoslav Bevanda, predsjedatelj Predsjedniš-
tva BiH Bakir Izetbegovi , autor spomenika Hrvoje 
Urumovi , apostolski nuncij u BiH Luigi Pezzuto te 
vrhbosanski nadbiskup kardinal Vinko Pulji . Projekt 
podizanja spomenika ovom papi, koji je prije nekoli-
ko dana proglašen svetim, inicijativa je Hrvatskog 
kulturnog društva "Napredak" i Vrhbosanske nad-
biskupije, a datira još od 2007. s ciljem da bude po-
sve en ne samo katolicima ve  svim ljudima dobre 
volje u BiH. 
 - Zahvaljujem dobro initeljima koji su shva-
tili da je ovaj spomenik naš i svi su sudjelovali u 
prilozima - kazao je Pulji  i zahvalio svima koji su 
pomogli izgradnju. 
 Spomenik je visok oko tri metra, s 12 kub-
nih metara prostora i napravljen je od aluminija, 
materijala srebrne boje koji je dosta postojan i kva-
litetniji od prethodno planirane bronze. Rješenje je 
mladog akademskog kipara Hrvoja Urumovi a, ro-
enog u Sarajevu, a nastanjenog u Zagrebu. 

 Papa Ivan Pavao II. dva puta je pohodio BiH 
- Sarajevo 12. i 13. travnja 1997. te Banju Luku 22. 
lipnja 2003.. O BiH je u svojim obra anjima govorio 
ak 263 puta, a priznao je Bosnu i Hercegovinu 

mjesec dana nakon održanog referenduma. Ovaj je 
papa u povijesti ostao zapam en po porukama mi-
ra, ekumenizma, me usobnog uvažavanja i ljubavi 
prema svakom ovjeku. Prvi je papa koji je ušao u 
džamiju i sinagogu. 

SARAJEVO UNVEILED A STATUE  

OF ST. POPE JOHN PAUL II 

On Wednesday, April 30, a statue of St. Pope 
John Paul II was unveiled to honor his efforts to pro-
mote peace and reconciliation during and after Bos-
nia's 1990s war. 
 The Archbishop of Sarajevo, Cardinal Vinko 
Pulji  and the director of Croatian cultural association 
“Napredak”, Franjo Topi  announced the back in 
2007. The main reason for erecting the statue, the 
archbishop said, is that the Pope did a great deal for 
peace and dialogue in Bosnia and this must not be 
forgotten. This needs to be the message the monu-
ment gets across, Puljic said and “we must all be bu-
ilders of peace, because this was the Pope’s message.”
 “John Paul II united what many saw as impo-
ssible; he visited Bosnia-Herzegovina twice and also 
met with representatives of other religions,” Topi
said. “He used to say that if dialogue and ecumenism 
die, so will the whole world,” Topic said.
 The 3-meter tall statue was created by Saraje-
vo-born sculptor Hrvoje Uremovi  who now works 
in Zagreb. It is made out of aluminium which is more 
resistant than bronze. The cost of the entire project 
came to just under 250.000 Euros.  
 Karol Wojtyla mentioned Bosnia 263 times in 
his speeches and appeals for peace, particularly during 
the war which went on from 1992 to 1995. The Po-
lish Pope was one of the first to recognize Bosnia’s 
independence, just one month after the March 1, 
1992 referendum and visited the country twice: once 
to Sarajevo on 12 and 13 April 1997 and another time 
to Banja Luka on 22 June 2003. 
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