
 

St. Jerome Croatian Catholic Parish 
Hrvatska katolička župa sv. Jeronima 

 

2823 S. Princeton Ave. 
Cardinal Stepinac Way 

Chicago, IL 60616 

Mass schedule ● Raspored misa 
 Saturday ● Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday ● Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays ● Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
 

Posjeta bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
 

Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
 

Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
 

Vjenčanja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in 

iadvance 
 

TELEPHONES 
 

Rectory ● Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
 

Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................ 708-442-7068 
School Principal ● Ravnateljica 
Karen DeNardo ............. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Gerard Fratto ................ 312-842-4077 
 

e-mail .... stjeromecroatian@gmail.com 
 
 

Hrvatski Katolički Radio 
Glas župe sv. Jeronima 

Subotom od 10 do 11 sati (750 AM) 
 

Croatian Catholic Radio 
Voice of St. Jerome’s 

Saturday, 10 to 11 a.m. on 750 AM 
Croatian Franciscan Friars 

Fr. Ivica Majstorović, OFM - Fr. Stipe Renić, OFM 
 

www.stjeromecroatian.org 
(this web site has an easy link to our        facebook page) 

www.stjeromeschool.net 

October 5, 2014 - 5. listopada 2014. 



 

 
 

Monday, October 6 - Ponedjeljak, 6. listopada 
 St. Bruno - sv. Bruno 

 

7:30 a.m. 
† Marija Lisnich Stephens  ...............................  mama i obitelj 
† Ann Contino  ..................................................  Perisin family 
 

Tuesday, October 7 - Utorak, 7. listopada 
Our Lady of the Rosary – Gospa od krunice 

 

7:30 a.m. 
† Ann Sutera  ....................................................  Perisin family 
† Nick Vladovich  ...............................................  Perisin family 
† Maria Diacci  ................................................  obitelj Pauletić 
† Steven Brajković  ........................................  obitelj Brajković 
In honor of Virgin Mary  .......................................  Diane Krolo 
 

Wednesday, October 8 - Srijeda, 8. listopada 
 

7:30 a.m. 
† Samantha Penavić  .......................................  obitelj Penavić 
† Alex Mohovich  ...............................................  Perisin family 
 

Thursday, October 9 - Četvrtak, 9. listopada 
 

7:30 a.m. 
† Ken Swift  ..................................................................  N. N. 
† Luka Botica  ................................  Ken, Jan and John Zekich 
8:05 a.m.  
PRO POPULO – For all Parishioners – Za župljane                                            
7 – 9 p.m.  
Eucharistic Adoration – Euharistijsko klanjanje 
 

Friday, October 10 - Petak, 10. listopada 
 

7:30 a.m. 
† Donny Byrne  .................................................  Perisin family 
† Ann Sutera  .......................................  Peter and JoAnn Peso 
 

Saturday, October 11 - Subota, 11. listopada 
Bl. John XXIII – bl. Ivan XXIII. 

 

7:30 a.m. 
† Ellen Collins  .....................................  Louis and Mary Scalise 
† Annie Contino  ...................................  Debbie and Bo Secor 
† Marilynn Scardino  ....................................................  Giggie 
†† of Marino family  ..........................................  Perisin family 
5:30 p.m. 
† Mike Burazin  ..........................  Mr. and Mrs. Peter Zelkovich 
† Ann Contino  ......................................  Cathi and Pete Wilkie 
† Mary Touhy  ..................................................  Perisin family 
† Michael Zeledon  ......................................................  family 
† Anna Sconza  .......................................  Bob and Nancy Link 
† Philip Naso  .......................................  Terri and Sam Babich 
† Theresa Bujas  ..................................  Terri and Sam Babich 
†† Fr. Ante Grbeš and Ana Vidović  ......................  Mary Fratto 
For intention of Blessed Mother  .........................................  D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, October 12 - Nedjelja, 12. listopada 
28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

28. NEDJELJA KROZ GODINU  
 

7:30 a.m. 
† Ann Contino  ...................................  Paula and Nicky Perisin 
† Marilyn Scardino  ......................  Patricia and Charles Marino 
†† Evelyn, Sr. Bernardine and Jozo Čondić  ..................  Duško 
†† of Bubla family  .........................................  Dengler family 
9:30 a.m. 
† Ted Mossman  ..................................................  Joan Sipich 
† Bob Edwards  .................................  Mark Gusich and family 
† Giuseppe Mula  ...............................  Mark Gusich and family 
† Stanislava Sprot  .................................  Zorica Krišto i obitelj 
† Marilyn Scardino  .......................................  St. Lucy Seniors 
† Luka Markotić  .........................  Maryann and Michael DiVito 
11 a.m.  
† Karmila Knezović  ............................................  obitelj Armić 
† Jure Dugandžić  ..........................................  Marija Hostićka 
† Ivan Žužić  ................................................................ obitelj 
† Ivan Markotić  ..............................  Božo i Stoja Kosir i obitelj 
† Mare Žgela  .................................  Božo i Stoja Kosir i obitelj 
† Ane Skukan  ............................  Zdenko i Jadranka Hrvojević 
† Josip Armić  ....................................................  obitelj Armić 
† Marija Uremović  ..........................................  obitelj Šulentić 
† Josip Uremović  ..................................  Franjo Mulac i obitelj 
† fra Jozo Čuić  ............................  Hrvatska žena - grana br. 1 
† Josip Martinčić  ......................................  Stipe Tokić i obitelj 
† Ivan Rodić  ..........................................  Agnes Rodić i obitelj 
† John Pauletić  ...................................  Tomo i Marija Erkapić 
† Sofija Pastuovich  ........................  St. Jerome Marian Society 
† Mirko Šušnjara  .........................................  Iva Šipić i obitelj 
† Marija Lisnich Stephens  ...............................  mama i obitelj 
† Josip Lisnich  ......................................  sestra Marija i obitelj 
† Blaž Bilonić  ....................................................  Marija Lišnić 
† Jure Projić  ...................................................  Marija i obitelj 
† Mile Krmpotić  ................................  brat Mate Šuper i obitelj 
†† Josip i Mira Špišić  .........................................  Damir i Maja 
†† iz obitelji Čondić  ....................................................  Duško 
†† iz obitelji Bolf  ................................  Veselko Miletić i obitelj 
U zahvalu za uslišane molitve  ...................  Bože Guvo i obitelj 
Na čast Gospe  ............................  Milan i Ankica Golub i obitelj 
Na nakanu  ..........................................................  Ana Kelava 
 

LECTORS - ČITAČI 
 

5:30 p.m. – Joseph Magyar 
7:30 a.m. – Emmett Turney; 9:30 a.m. – Diane Krolo 
11 a.m. – Nina Mađer, Mario Ivančić, Izabela Paraga 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
IZVANREDNI POSLUŽITELJI SV. PRIČESTI 

 

5:30 p.m. – Joseph Magyar 
7:30 a.m. – Matthew Pesce; 9:30 a.m. – Eva Mossman 
11 a.m. – Domagoj Paraga 
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27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 There are few things more hurtful than a 
love that is rejected. Early on, we learn rejection; 
you've waited all year to work up the nerve to ask 
that cute girl to the big dance, only to have her tell 
you that she's already going with someone else. You 
date someone for months, even years, and dare to 
dream that this might be forever, only to have your 
heart broken as you go your separate ways. The 
one who vowed to love you until death decides that 
he or she doesn't want to wait that long. Yes, it 
hurts, but do you stop loving? 
 Jesus' parable in today's Gospel reading from 
Matthew tells of a very generous vineyard owner 
who gave his tenants everything they would ever 
need to survive. And how did they repay him? By 
killing not only the servants who went to the field 
to help, but also the owner's son. Clearly, Jesus was 
again foretelling of God's gifts to us and our rejec-
tion of his love, of his early messengers, and the re-
jection of his Son. God so loved us that he would 
give us Jesus Christ; not even our rejection, how-
ever, staves off God's love. It is enduring, clear, and 
for all times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
teaches us that even in the face of the greatest mo-
ral evil - the rejection, persecution and death of 
Christ - God brought by his grace the greatest of 
goods: the glorification of Christ and our redemp-
tion (CCC 312). Throughout our lives, time and 
again we will suffer rejection and the pains of unre-
quited love. To be truly in communion with God, 
the love in our hearts for each other must never di-
minish; it is a flame that cannot be extinguished. 
 

 
 

5:30 p.m. – Angelina Caruso, Jasmine Esparza, Kiara Luna 
7:30 a.m. – Olivia and Isabella Wroblewski 
9:30 a.m. – Molly McCormick, Michael Passarelli, Natalia Ruiz 
11 a.m. – po dogovoru 

27. NEDJELJA KROZ GODINU 
 

 Starozavjetni tekst govori o vlasniku vinogra-
da koji s brižnom ljubavlju ulaže puno pažnje, brige 
i napora kako bi mu vinograd urodio pravim plo-
dom. Pjesma o vinogradu završava neočekivanim 
razočaranjem, pa gnjevni vinogradar iskaljuje svoje 
nezadovoljstvo nad vinogradom time što ga razara 
i napušta. Tom alegorijom prorok Izaija izražava 
Božju ljubav i kaznu prema izabranom vlasništvu, 
svome narodu Izraelu, koji mu nije odgovarajuće 
uzvraćao. Budući da je Izaija bio na kraljevskom 
dvoru u Jeruzalemu, bilo mu je poznato što se sve 
događa u kraljevskom okruženju, ali i u narodu. Ni-
je mogao podnositi nepravde i nevjernost, zapravo 
izdaju Saveza s Bogom. Uočavao je i buđenje asir-
skog carstva koje je postajalo sve moćnije i opasni-
je. Božji čovjek je predvidio da će Jeruzalem biti 
uništen a narod odveden u ropstvo pa je to svom 
narodu i obznanio. To se je i dogodilo. Bilo je to u 
8. stoljeću prije Krista. 
 I Isus se poslužio slikom vinograda kako bi 
izrazio svoje neslaganje i razočaranje, ali ne s naro-
dom već s povjerenicima koji su se toliko osilili da 
su vinograd-narod počeli smatrati kao vlastiti po-
sjed. Povjerenici, politički i vjerski predvodnici, svo-
jim su postupcima zamagljivali svijest naroda o 
pravom planu Gospodara vinograda. Njegove au-
tentične poslanike-proroke proglašavali su varalica-
ma, pa su ih na razne načine progonili ili čak likvidi-
rali. Političkim i vjerskim predvodnicima Isus kroz 
priču reče kako su odgovorni i za likvidaciju Sina 
Gospodara vinograda zbog želje da učvrste svoju 
moć, svoje prigrabljeno vlasništvo nad vinogradom-
narodom. Kroz tu sliku Isus je duhovnim i svjetov-
nim poglavarima dao na znanje kako nebeski 
Otac s njima ne samo što nije zadovoljan već je 
razočaran, pa će zbog svojih postupaka snositi 
posljedice, jer će im privilegiranost biti oduzeta i 
predana drugima koji će vinograd odgovornije 
obrađivati. Novi vinograd je Crkva u koju se sabi-
ru ljudi svih jezika i kultura. U tom vinogradu ra-
de novi vinogradarevi povjerenici. I kroz povijest 
Crkve bilo je povjerenika koji nisu bili imuni na 
slične pogreške koja su se događala u onom pr-
vom vinogradu Starog zavjeta, ali unatoč tome, u 
novom ima više pravih plodova koji dolaze do iz-
ražaja kroz poznate i nepoznate Božje ugodnike, 
blaženike, svece i svetice i druge mnogobrojne 
savjesne žene i muževe. 

ALTAR SERVERS - MINISTRANTI 



 OCTOBER - MONTH OF MARY 
 The month of October is dedi-
cated to Mary. On October 7 the feast 
of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated. 
We commemorate an event that took 
place on October 7, 1571 at Lepanto. 
Pope Pius V called the whole Europe to 
pray rosary and ask for intercession of 
Our Lady. Outnumbered Christian navy 

won a great victory and Muslims were stopped. During 
October we pray rosary before Sunday Masses. Join us! 
 

OCTOBER MASS ATTENDANCE COUNT 
 For the 4 Sundays in October, every Catholic pa-
rish is required to take a count of the number of people 
attending each Mass. This is an important source of in-
formation when the Archdiocese plans and makes decisi-
ons about the future. 
 

RESPECT LIFE MONTH - BABY BOTTLE PROJECT 
 October is Respect Life Month. Beginning today 
our parish will be participating in the Baby Bottle Project 
benefiting The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland.  
This non-profit organization directly assists mothers and 
families experiencing crisis pregnancies by offering emo-
tional, financial, material and spiritual support through 
counseling and monetary provisions, prayer and other 
aid. Please, take home a baby bottle and use it to collect 
any change you may have. When the bottle is full simply 
return it to the church. Your contribution will help wo-
men in our area who are experiencing crisis pregnancies. 
 

MARIAN SOCIETY LUNCHEON 
 Marian Society Annual Luncheon and Fundraiser 
will be on Sunday, October 12, at 12:30 p.m. in our 
School Hall. Family and friends welcome! You can purch-
ase tickets from the Marian Society Board members or at 
the Rectory. RSVP. Volunteer bakers welcome. 
 

RIT/ACMT - STUDY IN DUBROVNIK OR ZAGREB 
 A representative of the American College of Ma-
nagement and Technology (ACMT) will be visiting our 
parish on Sunday, October 19. ACMT is in partnership 
with Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT). 
 RIT/ACMT offers undergraduate programs: In-
formation Technology (Dubrovnik and Zagreb), Interna-
tional Business (Zagreb) and International Hospitality 
and Service Management (Dubrovnik). Graduate level 
programs are: Master of Science in Service Leadership 
and Innovation (Zagreb) and Master in Human Resour-
ces Development (Zagreb). The prices are several times 
cheaper then in the US. Presentation will start at 12:15 
p.m. in the Upper Small Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. JEROME HSA - GIRLS NIGHT OUT 
 St. Jerome HSA (Home and School Association) 
is sponsoring the Girls Night Out! Event will be on Fri-
day, October 24, at 7 p.m. 
 

CROATIAN WOMAN 
85TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  
 Croatian Woman is celebrating 85 years of acti-
vities in Chicago. Anniversary celebration with Fashion 
Show will be on Sunday, October 25 at the Croatian Cul-
tural Center (2845 W Devon Ave.) in Chicago. Have fun 
and at the same time raise funds to help families in need 
in Croatia, Bosnia and Hercegovina as well as in the 
USA. For tickets, call 773-450-2811 or 773-350-5123. 
 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - If you want to get in shape and have 
fun - join Zumba every Tuesday and Thursday in the 
Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Book Club will have next meeting on 
Wednesday, October 8, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. 
They are reading “The Wednesday Sisters” by Meg Waite 
Clayton. All are welcome. 
 AA - AA meetings are held every Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. in Upper Small Hall. This is a wonderful group 
of people who are following the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration in front 
of the Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 9 
p.m. This is a time to pray and reflect with the Lord. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS TO THE ALTAR 
 If you would like to presents the gifts to the al-
tar at any Mass, please, see one of our ushers before 
the Mass. It would be beautiful if we would have differ-
ent families at each Mass, or to have you if a Mass is 
being celebrated for your personal intention. 
 

CCD REGISTRATIONS 
 The annual tuition: one student $65; two or 
more students from the same family $85. There is a $20 
per student book fee. The late registration fee is $100. 
 

FOOTBALL MANIA RAFFLE TICKETS 
 Tickets for St. Jerome School’s Annual Football 
Mania Raffle are on sale. Each $20 ticket has 11 chances 
to win a share of $925 in weekly prize money for each of 
the 17 weeks of this fundraiser. Contact Jan Ferro at 
312-560-3864 or Pauline Dengler at 312-375-5416 to 
purchase tickets or for information on how to become a 
ticket seller. Don’t be a benchwarmer - get in the game 
and get your tickets today! 
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WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJENČANJA 
 

II) Matt Milković & Regina Antoni 
III) Adam Iuliano & Meghan Rudmin 

III) Gregory Zvonko Čabo & Susanne Marie Schelewitz 
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PREMINULI 
 Ovih je dana preminuo: 
 • u Melbourneu (Australija), u 73. godini, Mile 
Krmpotić. Za njim ostaju u Australiji supruga Jelka; si-
novi Martin i Mile te kći Lucija; u Michiganu ostaje brat 
Mate Šuper s obitelji; u Hrvatskoj ostaju brat Nikola Šu-
per te sestre Luca Naglić i Mara Pavlović. 
 Neka ga Gospodin obdari svojim mirom. 
 

LISTOPAD – MJESEC POSVEĆEN MARIJI 
 Mjesec listopad je posvećen Blaženoj Djevici Ma-
riji i molitvi krunice. U krunici od Marije učimo kako slu-
šati Evanđelje, odnosno Isusa, te želimo da nas ona vodi 
na putu kroz otajstva Isusova života. Krunicu molimo u 
10:30 sati prije podne tj. prije hrvatske sv. mise. 
 

BOČICE ZA BEBE 
 Danas počinjemo s projektom “Bočice za bebe”. 
Možete uzeti dječje bočice, napuniti ih novcem te ih na 
kraju mjeseca vratiti u crkvu. Na taj način ćemo pomoći 
The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland. Listopad 
je mjesec posvećen dostojanstvu života. Pomozimo maj-
ke koje su u nevolji da mogu roditi svoju djecu te dobiti 
potrebnu pomoć.  
 

POHAĐANJE SV. MISE  
U MJESECU LISTOPADU 
 U mesecu listopadu 
svaka župa treba prebrojiti ko-
liko ljudi dolazi na sv. misu. To 
je vrlo bitan pokazatelj vital-
nosti pojedine župe. U isto vri-

jeme, ovo je prigoda da iskreno razmislimo o svome su-
djelovanju u sakramentima, osobito u sv. misi, te u živo-
tu naše hrvatske župe. 
 

VJERONAUK NA HRVATSKOM 
I ENGLESKOM JEZIKU 
 Započeli smo s novom vjeronaučnom godinom 
na engleskom jeziku. Roditelji, molimo, upišite svoju dje-
cu za vjeronauk na hrvatskom jeziku i redovito ih dovodi-
te na sv. misu. 
 

RUČAK MARIJINOG DRUŠTVA 
 Marijino društvo poziva sve župljane i prijatelje 
na ručak u nedjelju 12. listopada nakon hrvatske sv. mi-
se tj. u 12:30 sati poslije podne. Ulaznice nabavite kod 
članica odbora Marijinog društva ili u Župnom uredu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREDSTAVLJANJE O STUDIRANJU  
U DUBROVNIKU I ZAGREBU 

U nedjelju 19. listopada predstavit će nam se 
Američka visoka škola za management i tehnologiju 
(American College of Management and Technology) sa 
sjedištem u Dubrovniku. ACMT je osnovan u suradnji Ro-
chester Institute of Technology – RIT u SAD-u i Ministar-
stva znanosti RH. Studirati se može u Dubrovniku ili Za-
grebu. Ponuđeni su akademski programi: International 
Business (Zagreb), International Hospitality and Service 
Management (Dubrovnik), Information Technology (Du-
brovnik i Zagreb). Diplome ACMT-a su priznate u SAD-u, 
u Hrvatskoj i u cijeloj Europi. Predstavljanje će biti u 
Gornjoj maloj dvorani s početkom u 12:15 sati.  

 

85. GODIŠNJICA  
HRVATSKE ŽENE 
- GRANA BR. 1 CHICAGO 
  Hrvatska žena - grana 
br. 1 ove godine slavi 85 godina 
postojanja i rada. U sklopu sve-
čanosti, koja će se održati 25. 
listopada u Hrvatskom kultur-
nom centru, bit će i godišnja 
modna revija koju će predstaviti Arileo Studio iz Splita. 
Koktel počinje u 6 a večera u 7 sati navečer. Prihod s 
proslave je namjenjen obiteljima u velikoj potrebi u SAD-
u, Hrvatskoj i BiH. Ulaznice ($75 za odrasle, $50 za djecu 
do 14 godina) nabavite kod članica društva u svim hrvat-
skim župama. Također, možete nazvati 773-450-2811 ili 
773-350-5123. Dođite i podržite ovaj humanitarni doga-
đaj kao i proteklih godina. 
 

MINISTRANTI - POSLUŽITELJI KOD OLTARA 
 Dragi roditelji, želite li da vaše dijete poslužuje 
kod oltara? Javite se u naš župni ured. Sva djeca koja su 
već primila prvu sv. pričest mogu posluživati kod oltara. 
Posluživati kod oltara je čast i milost. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, October 5 
 Family Club Šolta 80th Anniversary 
• Sunday, October 12 
 - Marian Society Luncheon 
 - Bethlehem Olive Wood Religious Crafts Sale 
• Sunday, October 19 
 RIT/ACMT - presentation about studying in Croatia 
• Friday, October 24 
 St. Jerome HSA Girls Night Out 
• Saturday, October 25 
 Croatian Women 85th Anniversary celebration 
 
• Sunday, November 2 
 - Marian Society All Soul’s Day Prayer Service 
 - Susan Tassone: Purgatory (in Big Hall) 
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
• Wednesday, November 5 
 Parish Council Meeting 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 Parish Council meeting was held on Wed-
nesday October 1 at 7.30 p.m. in the Parish Office. 
• Meetings should be held regularly and the co-
mmunication within the Council should improve. 
• Brief minutes from the meetings will be published 
in the Parish Bulletin/Župni vjesnik. 
• The Archdiocese postponed the „To Teach Who 
The Christ is“ campaign for our Parish to the New 
Year. 
• Planing committee presented one (two phased) 
plan for the future of our buildings. 
• CCD program, both in English and Croatian, has 
begun. We will be looking into programs for the 
youth and try to encourage youth to go to Mladi-
fest (Youthfest) ind Canada in July of 2015 
• Liturgical committee will meet and make some 
improvements for all involved in liturgy. It was re-
cognized the beautiful liturgies and devotions that 
we had in the past (novenas, Velika Gospa and  9-
11 Prayer service). Will be working on liturgies for 
All Souls and Thanksgiving day. How to get more 
people involved in these and raise the attendance, 
was discussed. 
• The handicap access to church is urgent and prio-
rity no. 1. 
• Church floor needs refinishing. Chairs in the san-
ctuary need to be fixed and stabilized. 
• We all need to pay more attention to church sa-
fety and security. 
• We need more people for church cleaning for 
Christmas and Easter. 
• We need more people to help on Velika Gospa 
Feast Day. We are looking how to get people from 
schools and other societies from the Parish more 
involved. 
• Everyone was asked to encourage people to 
come to the luncheon on Sunday, October 12, 
sponsored by Marian Society. 
• In order to bring all the parishioners together 
once in a while, it is proposed to reintroduce the 
Annual Parish Banquet sometimes around the Feast 
Day of St. Jerome (September 30). 
• Fr. Joe Grbeš will coordinate the parishes in re-
gard of the installation of the new Archbishop Blai-
se Cupich on November 18. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEDJELJA POŠTIVANJA ŽIVOTA 
 

 Danas je "Nedjelja poštivanja života". Netko 
bi mogao pomisliti da nam ne treba posebna nedje-
lja kako bi poštivali život, zar se ne slažemo svi da 
je život dobra stvar? Ipak, način na koji su sluge 
Božje ubijene u paraboli današnjeg Evanđelja poka-
zuje nam da postoje ljude koji ne poštuju život pa 
ubijaju nevine. Ljudi u civiliziranim zemljama veći-
nom se slažu da je nepoštivanje života ili smrt loša 
stvar sama po sebi; zasigurno bi tako mislili kada bi 
mi bili ti kojima prijeti smrt.  
 No, je li to istina? Prije je postojao popularni 
izraz, "svetost života", fraza koju danas rijetko mo-
žemo čuti u javnim i političkim raspravama. Ljudi su 
prije smatrali ljudski život svetinjom što je značilo 
da su se suzdržavali od činjenja nekih stvari drugim 
osobama samo zato što su i oni ljudska bića. Zaista, 
sama činjenica da je netko čovjek, u kršćanskom 
društvu je izazivala dozu poštovanja. C. S. Lewis  je 
zapisao: "Uz Presveti Sakrament, tvoj susjed je naj-
svetiji objekt kojeg možeš vidjeti". Taj princip, sve-
tost ljudskog života, je utemeljen na Kristovim rije-
čima: "Što učinite najmanjem od moje braće, meni 
ste učinili." (Mt 25:40) 
 Uzevši sve to u obzir, činjenica da više ne 
čujemo frazu "svetost života" je upozoravajuća: 
možda je većina ljudi izgubila osjećaj da je svaki 
ljudski život svet, postoje dokazi o takvom zaoštra-
vanju stavova. Možemo biti šokirani činjenicom da 
će većina koje pitamo je li prihvatljivo mučiti zaro-
bljenika kako bi došli do informacija odgovoriti da 
jest, barem u situaciji kada se radi o teroristu i ljud-
skim životima. Problem je što negiranje "svetosti ži-
vota" uvijek počinje sa nekim ekstremnim slučajevi-
ma, poput mučenja terorista, ali kada ukinemo 
princip svetosti života ubrzo dolazimo do brutalne 
promjene svijesti. Po pitanju pobačaja najbolje vidi-
mo koliko su naše svijesti postale brutalne. 
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