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2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 The very music swells and lifts at the begin-
ning of George Frederick Handel's Messiah as the 
tenor sings, "Every valley shall be exalted." The 
staccato of "ev-ry va-al-ley" jumps up the scale as 
though the music itself is lifting up the valleys ma-
king a level path and a smooth highway. Perfor-
mances of the Messiah abound this time of year in 
concert halls, churches, and on TV. Listen closely, 
and you may even hear selections punctuate the 
piped in music of malls and department stores. 

What is fascinating is that most people asso-
ciate one of the most famous selections from the 
Messiah with Christmas. But the renowned "Halle-
lujah" chorus is not part of the Christmas section 
of Messiah. It comes at the end of part two, the 
section devoted to Christ's passion, death, and res-
urrection. There is a certain wisdom in associating 
this Easter message with the Advent-Christmas se-
ason. It is Christ's resurrection from the dead that 
is the origin of our faith. And while we prepare to 
celebrate his birth, what we are ultimately called to 
do is to be ready for when he comes again. 

The prophet's message that "all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God," is a reminder in this Ad-
vent season of where we are really headed. It's 
likely that we're getting into our cars a little more 
often these days heading to stores and parties and 
Christmas events. We hope that the road we travel 
will be smooth. But the prophet's vision isn't about 
highway projects. It is about eternal salvation. May-
be when we get behind the wheel each day this 
month we can just say a little prayer asking God to 
keep us on the right path. 



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED
 John M. Tiardovic, 90. Brother of Jean Tiar-
dovich, and +Peter Tiardovich; uncle of Rosemarie (Ha-
rry) Moreton, JoAnn (William) Calderone, Marie John-
ston, Kathleen (Thomas) Kazcka, and Michael Tiardo-
vich; granduncle to Dawn Talkowski, and Bryant Tiar-
dovich; great-granduncle to Zackary and Lexilyn Cha-
tterley; godfather to Camille (Jeffrey) Ziomek; best fri-
end to Steve Bilandic, Marshall Romance, and Bill Fisher; 
caretaker Lesya Balagutrag. Funeral Mass was celebrat-
ed on Monday, November 30 in our church. 

George Frederick McLelland, 72. Former 
Captain of the US Marine Corp. Husband of Caroline 
(nee Saric); father of Collin (Kathryn) McClelland; Step-
sons Greg (Jaqueline), and Geoffrey Magsaysay; son of 
++George and Helen McClelland; grandfather of Liam 
and Pierce McClelland, and Trevor Magsaysay, and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, and cousins. He enlisted in the 
US Marine Corp after graduating in 1966 and served his 
country well as a Marine being awarded two Bronze 
Stars and the Vietnamese Medal of Honor. He was bu-
ried on Tuesday, December 1, at Abraham Lincoln Na-
tional Cemetery, Elwood, IL. 
 May they rest in peace. 

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY 
 On Tuesday, December 8, we celebrate the So-
lemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the patron feast of the United States. Beca-
use of the importance of this Solemnity, which celebra-
tes the saving work of God in preserving Our lady from 
the stain of original sin, December 8 is a Holy Day of 
Obligation. We will calebrate Masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:05 
a.m. and 7 p.m. There will be no vigil Mass on Monday. 

YEAR OF MERCY BEGINS
 Pope Francis called for the Year of Mercy - a 
special period, also known as a Holy Year or Jubilee 
Year. It is an time for us to focus on forgiveness and 
healing in a special way. We are asked “to be a witness 
of mercy” by reflecting on and practicing the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy. Beginning December 8, 
2015 (The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary), we will focus on studying and reflecting on mer-
cy, receiving mercy, and being merciful towards others. 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT SUNDAY
 Next Sunday, December 13, we will have a sec-
ond collection for THE RETIREMENT FUND FOR RE-
LIGIOUS. Your contribution will greatly assist senior 
sisters, brothers and religious order priests in Chicago 
area and across the USA who benefit from this Fund.  

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
 We will have an Advent 
Giving Tree (gifts for the poor). 
Read the cards carefully to see 
the due date and whether gifts 
should be wrapped or not. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 If you would like to make a donation for Christ-
mas flowers in our church, please, see Mary and Louis 
Scalise or Jan and Kenny Zekich. 

CHURCH CLEANING FOR CHRISTMAS 
 On Friday, December 18, at 6:30 p.m., please, 
come and help us to clean our church to look nice for 
Christmas. We ask all who can help to come! The more 
people come, the sooner we are going to be done. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Every Tuesday and Thursday in the 
Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - No meeting in December. Next 
meeting will be on Wednesday, January 13, at 7 p.m. 
with “Breaking Out of Bedlam” by Leslie Larson. 
 AA - Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in Upper 
Small Hall. They follow the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thurs-
day from 7 to 8 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, December 6 

- Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
 - Club Poljica Advent Party 
• Tuesday, December 8 
 - Year of Mercy begins 
 - Croatian Women Advent Party 
• Friday, December 11 

Marian Society Advent Party 
• Saturday, December 12 
 “Hercegova ka ve er” Party 
• Sunday, December 13 

Honoring the memory of Franjo Tu man,  
 the first president of the Republic of Croatia 
• Thursday, December 17 

St. Jerome School Christmas program in the church 
• Friday, December 18 

Cleaning of the church before Christmas 
• Saturday, December 19 

Kardinal Stepinac Croatian School  
 Christmas Program 
• Sunday, December 20
 Christmas Confessions for all (6 p.m.) 
• Monday, December 21
 Christmas Confessions for sick and homebound 

FOR RENT - IZNJMLJUJE SE 
  32ND & PRINCETON AVE. 

 4 rooms appartment for rent. Call 773-485-3870. 





DECEMBER 8
- THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
PATRONAL FEASTDAY OF THE USA 
 A feast called the Conception of Mary 
arose in the Eastern Church in the 7th century. It 
came to the West in the 8th century. In the 11th 
century it received its present name, the Immacula-
te Conception. In the 18th century it became a 
feast of the universal Church. It is now recognized 
as a solemnity. 
 In 1854, Pius IX solemnly proclaimed: “The 
most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her 
conception, by a singular grace and privilege grant-
ed by almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the savior of the human race, was preserv-
ed free from all stain of original sin.” 
 It took a long time for this doctrine to de-
velop. While many Fathers and Doctors of the 
Church considered Mary the greatest and holiest 
of the saints, they often had difficulty in seeing Ma-
ry as sinless – either at her conception or through-
out her life. Two Franciscans, William of Ware and 
Blessed John Duns Scotus, helped develop the the-
ology. They pointed out that Mary’s Immaculate 
Conception enhances Jesus’ redemptive work. 
Other members of the human race are cleansed 
from original sin after birth. In Mary, Jesus’ work 
was so powerful as to prevent original sin at the 
outset.
 In Luke 1:28 the angel Gabriel, speaking on 
God’s behalf, addresses Mary as “full of grace”. In 
that context this phrase means that Mary is receiv-
ing all the special divine help necessary for the task 
ahead. However, the Church grows in understand-
ing with the help of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit led 
the Church, especially non-theologians, to the in-
sight that Mary had to be the most perfect work of 
God next to the Incarnation. Or rather, Mary’s in-
timate association with the Incarnation called for 
the special involvement of God in Mary’s whole 
life. The logic of piety helped God’s people to beli-
eve that Mary was full of grace and free of sin from 
the first moment of her existence. Moreover, this 
great privilege of Mary is the high-light of all that 
God has done in Jesus. Rightly understood, the in-
comparable holiness of Mary shows forth the in-
comparable goodness of God. 


