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3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 Pretty practical advice from John the Baptist 
in this Sunday's Gospel: if you have two cloaks, 
share one; if you have food, do the same; be hon-
est, don't cheat; don't lie about others. 

Practical advice is the kind of thing elders 
would dole out to children and grandchildren. Be 
polite; wait your turn; say "thank you"; wash your 
hands before meals; take a walk; have regular 
checkups. You know the routine. 

While the simple practical advice of our el-
ders was meant to situate us in a wholesome life 
that was respectful of self and others, the practical 
advice of John the Baptist has a great end in mind. 
The actions he promotes are directed toward the 
coming kingdom of God. John's vision takes in the 
whole world and extends beyond his moment in 
time. He is foreseeing a day when God's justice will 
reign supreme. He is asking his listeners to begin 
now to make that justice happen. 

The kind things we do at this time of year 
are to be more than simple acts of charity. Donat-
ing food, bringing gifts for the poor, contributing to 
agencies that help those in need are all good things. 
But if we see our actions for what they can be - 
giving from what has been given to us to the many 
who have less - we then begin to understand our 
place in the kingdom of God. If we have more than 
someone else, it is always incumbent on us to 
share. That is the practical advice that John lays out 
for his listeners as preparation for the coming of 
the Messiah. And just to make it clear, John adds 
that this Messiah is coming with his winnowing fan 
to separate wheat from chaff. God's justice will not 
be denied. 



THANK YOU FROM HSA 
(HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION) 
 Dinner with Santa was a huge success and the 
HSA would like to thank everyone who helped, donat-
ed, baked or attended! The memories we are helping to 
make for the children of St. Jerome School are price-
less. We appreciate all you do! 

SECOND COLLECTION 
 Today we have a second collection for THE RE-
TIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS. Your contribution 
will greatly assist senior sisters, brothers and religious 
order priests in Chicago area and across the USA who 
benefit from this Fund.  

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
 We have in our church 
an Advent Giving Tree. Please, 
read the cards carefully to see 
the due date and whether gifts 
should be wrapped or not. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 If you would like to make a donation for Christ-
mas flowers in our church, please, see Mary and Louis 
Scalise or Jan and Kenny Zekich. 

CHRISTMAS MAILING 
 Soon you will receive our Christmas mailing 
with the St. Jerome’s Christmas card and Christmas 
Season schedule of services. 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Soon you will be able to take your box of enve-
lopes for year 2016. They will be prepared in the en-
trance area of the church. Please, let us know if you are 
regular parishioner but without offertory envelopes. 

CHURCH CLEANING FOR CHRISTMAS 
 On Friday, December 18, at 6:30 p.m., please, 
come and help us to clean our church to look nice for 
Christmas. We ask all who can help to come! The more 
people come, the sooner we are going to be done. 

VISITING SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
 We would like to visit our sick and homebound 
parishioners before Christmas. Let us know if there is 
someone at home, in hospital or somewhere else who 
desires the Sacraments, so that we can visit them. 

PARISH CONFESSIONS 
 On Sunday, December 20, at 6 p.m. we will 
have several priests available for the sacrament of rec-
onciliation. They will hear confessions in a quiet, peace-
ful atmosphere ideal for examining our conscience. 
Amid all our preparations for Christmas, we should not 
forget the priority of preparing our souls. 

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S MASS 
 Our annual Christmas Eve Children's Mass will 
be on December 24, at 5 p.m. All school children and 
parishioners, preschool thru 8th grade, are invited to 
take part. If you are interested in having your child or 
children be a part of that beautiful Mass, please contact 
Karen Mizera at 708-638-8047. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 On Wednesday, January 6, at 7:30 p.m. there 
will be a Parish Council meeting at the Parish office. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Every Tuesday and Thursday in the 
Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - No meeting in December. Next 
meeting will be on Wednesday, January 13, at 7 p.m. 
with “Breaking Out of Bedlam” by Leslie Larson. 
 AA - Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in Upper 
Small Hall. They follow the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thurs-
day from 7 to 8 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, December 13 

Honoring the memory of Franjo Tu man,  
 the first president of the Republic of Croatia 
• Thursday, December 17 

St. Jerome School Christmas program in the church 
• Friday, December 18 

Cleaning of the church before Christmas 
• Saturday, December 19 

Kardinal Stepinac Croatian School  
 Christmas Program 
• Sunday, December 20
 Christmas Confessions for all (6 p.m.) 
• Monday, December 21
 Christmas Confessions for sick and homebound 
• Thursday, December 24
 - Christmas Eve Children’s Mass (5 p.m.) 
 - Midnight Christmas Mass in Croatian (Polno ka)
• Friday, December 25
 NATIVITY OF THE LORD - CHRISTMAS 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 
• Thursday, December 31
 - New Year’s Eve Mass of Thanksgiving (5 p.m.) 
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at Croatian Cultural  
 Center (2845 W. Devon Ave.) 
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at Sacred Heart  
 Croatian Parish Hall (2864 E. 96th St.) 

• Friday, January 1
 New Year’s Day - Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 

FOR RENT - IZNJMLJUJE SE 
  32ND & PRINCETON AVE. 

 4 rooms appartment for rent. Call 773-485-3870. 





POPE FRANCIS HAS APPOINTED
NEW MILITARY BISHOP FOR CROATIA
 On November 30 it was announced that 
Msgr. Jure Bogdan was appointed as a new military 
ordinary for Croatia. The bishop-elect was born in 
Donji Dolac, Poljica, Croatia in 1955 and was 
ordained a priest in 1980. He holds a doctorate in 
theology from the Pontifical Lateran University and 
has served in a number of pastoral roles in the 
archdiocese of Split-Makarska, Croatia, including 
parish vicar and spiritual father of the archdiocesan 
minor seminary. He is currently rector of the Pon-
tifical Croatian College of St. Jerome in Rome. He 
succeeds Bishop Juraj Jezerinac, whose resignation 
from the pastoral care of the same military ordina-
riate upon reaching the age limit was accepted by 
the Holy Father. 


