
2823 S. Princeton Ave. •• Cardinal Stepinac Way 
Chicago, IL 60616 

Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnateljica 
Karen DeNardo .............. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
 For some reason Christmas seems to bring 
out stories of the underdog - the unseen, unpreten-
tious, almost unknown, who suddenly breaks on the 
scene. As we hear in the first reading from Micah, 
Bethlehem is much the same. A tiny backwater village 
that isn't even big enough to be numbered among the 
clans of Judah. Add to the story a young, pregnant 
girl from a remote town in Galilee and you don't ex-
actly have the makings of fame and fortune. 
 Yet by God's grace, the underdog triumphs. 
Mary's kinswoman, Elizabeth, recognizes the great-
ness when Mary shows up at her doorstep. "Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb," exclaims Elizabeth, using words that we 
now pray every time we say the Hail Mary. Elizabeth 
points out, "Blessed are you who believed that what 
was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled." 

When we're in the lowly position, it can be 
hard to imagine that we can see our way out. But 
God does raise the lowly, as Mary said in reply to 
Elizabeth's greeting. Conversely, when we're on top 
of the world, we might do well to recall the rest of 
Mary's prayer: "[The Lord] has cast down the mighty 
from their thrones." A humble spirit can help us act 
upon God's will for us. 



THANK YOU
 Thank you all who helped to clean our church last 
Friday. We appreciate the goodness and love you showed 
by preparing our sacred place of worship for the Christ-
mas season. 

PARISH CONFESSIONS 
 Tonight at 6 p.m. we will have in our church sev-
eral priests available for the sacrament of reconciliation. 
They will hear confessions in a quiet, peaceful atmosphere 
ideal for examining our conscience. Amid all our prepara-
tions for Christmas, we should not forget the priority of 
preparing our souls. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 If you would like to make a donation for Christ-
mas flowers in our church, please, see Mary and Louis 
Scalise or Jan and Kenny Zekich. 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Boxes of offertory envelopes are in the entrance 
area of the church. Please, pick up your boxes as soon as 
possible. Thank you for your financial support through the 
year. Please, let us know if you are regular parishioner but 
without offertory envelopes. 

CALENDARS FOR 2016 
 St. Jerome wall calendars for 2016 are available in 
the entrance area of the church thanks to Michael Coletta 
Sons Funeral Home. 

VISITING SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
 We would like to visit our sick and homebound 
parishioners before Christmas. Let us know if there is 
someone at home, in hospital or somewhere else who 
desires the Sacraments, so that we can visit them. 

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S MASS 
 Christmas Eve Children's Mass will be on Decem-
ber 24, at 5 p.m. School children and parishioners, pre-
school thru 8th grade, are invited to take part. If you are 
interested in having your child/children be a part of that 
beautiful Mass, contact Karen Mizera at 708-638-8047. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 On Wednesday, January 6, at 7:30 p.m. there will 
be a Parish Council meeting at the Parish office. 

“KUNA” DINNER 
 Members of Croatian Hunters Club “Kuna” are 
organizing their annual dinner in our Big Hall on Saturday, 
January 23, at 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchased in advance 
from members of club or by calling Zdravko at 773-908-
2364. 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
 Would you like to presents the gifts to the altar 
at the Mass? Please, see one of ushers before the Mass. It 
would be beautiful if we would have different families at 
each Mass, or to have You if a Mass is being celebrated 
for your personal intention. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Every Tuesday and Thursday in the Big 
Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - No meeting in December. Next 
meeting will be on Wednesday, January 13, at 7 p.m. with 
“Breaking Out of Bedlam” by Leslie Larson. 
 AA - Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the Upper 
Small Hall. They follow the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thursday 
from 7 to 8 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, December 20
 Christmas Confessions for all (6 p.m.) 
• Monday, December 21
 Christmas Confessions for sick and homebound 
• Thursday, December 24
 - Christmas Eve Children’s Mass (5 p.m.) 
 - Midnight Christmas Mass in Croatian (Polno ka)
• Friday, December 25
 NATIVITY OF THE LORD - CHRISTMAS 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 
• Thursday, December 31
 - New Year’s Eve Mass of Thanksgiving (5 p.m.) 
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at Croatian Cultural  
 Center (2845 W. Devon Ave.) 
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at Sacred Heart  
 Croatian Parish Hall (2864 E. 96th St.) 

• Friday, January 1
 New Year’s Day - Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 
• Wednesday, January 6
 Paris Council Meeting 
• Saturday, January 23
 - Croatian School Roller skating party 
 - ”Kuna” Croatian Hunters Club Dinner 
• Sunday, January 24
 Health Fair by Mercy Hospital 





 "Everyone say to himself: 'When was the last 
time I went to confession?' And if it has been a long 
time, don't lose another day! Go, the priest will be 
good. And Jesus, will be there, and Jesus is better 
than the priests - Jesus receives you. He will receive 
you with so much love! Be courageous, and go to 
confession," urged Pope Francis. 
 Acknowledging a popular objection to the sa-
crament, Pope Francis noted, “someone can say, ‘I 
confess my sins only to God.’ Yes, you can say to 
God, ‘forgive me,’ and say your sins. But our sins are 
also against our brothers, against the Church. This is 
is why it is necessary to ask forgiveness of the Chur-
ch and of our brothers, in the person of the priest.” 
 "While the celebration of the sacrament is 
personal, it is rooted in the universality of the Chur-
ch," which "accompanies us on the path of conversi-
on," he explained. 
 “Forgiveness is not something we can give 
ourselves,” cautioned the Pope. “One asks forgive-
ness, one asks it of another person, and in confess-
ion, we ask forgiveness from Jesus.” 
 “Forgiveness is not a result of our efforts, but 
is a gift. It is a gift of the Holy Spirit who showers us 
with mercy and grace that pours forth unceasingly 
from the open heart of Christ crucified and risen.” 
 The Pontiff went on to recognize that many 
people feel ashamed at the idea of confessing their 
sins and might say, “but Father, I am embarrased!” 

 “Even embarrassment is good. It’s healthy to 
have a bit of shame... it does us good, because it ma-
kes us more humble.” 
 “Don’t be afraid of confession,” Pope Francis 
stressed. “When someone is in line for confession he 
feels all these things - even shame - but then, when 
he finishes confessing, he leaves feeling free, great, 
beautiful, forgiven, clean, happy.” 
 “The sacrament of reconciliation is a sacra-
ment of healing,” he pointed out. “When I go to con-
fession, it’s for healing: healing the soul, healing the 
heart because of something that I did to make it un-
well.”
 The Pope pointed to the biblical story of Je-
sus healing a paralyzed man, which expresses the 
“profound link” between “forgiveness and healing,” 
since “the Lord Jesus is revealed at the same time as 
the physician of soul and body.” 
 He also recounted the parable of the prodigal 
son, who sought his father’s forgiveness and was wel-
comed home with open arms. “But I say to you,” he 
stressed, “every time we go to confession, God em-
braces us.” 

estit i blagoslovljen Boži  žele vam vaši 
fra Ivica i fra Stipe 

Dear parishioners,  
friends and benefactors! 
May the Incarnated Word of God  
- Jesus Christ, the newborn baby  
from the Bethlehem manger,  
bring love and God’s closeness  
to our families  
and to every human heart. 

We wish you a  
Merry and Blessed Christmas

Fr. Ivica & Fr. Stipe 

Dragi župljani, prijatelji i dobro initelji!
Utjelovljena Rije  Božja - Isus Krist,  

novoro eno betlehemsko dijete,  
neka donese u naše obitelji  

ljubav i blizinu Božju. 
Neka se Krist rodi i me u nama

da nam tako donese mir i dobro.


