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Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
 ....................................... 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





THE HOLY FAMILY OF  
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
 Adolescents are often characterized in Amer-
ican culture as moody, rebellious, unresponsive to 
adults, secretive, addicted to text messaging, and ge-
nerally disconnected from their families. The carica-
ture carries over into films, televisions shows, and 
comic strips like "Zits." Television sitcoms often gar-
ner great laughs by pitting younger, wittier children 
against adolescents to the delight of onlooking par-
ents. Such views only serve to separate the members 
of a family rather than unite them as one household. 

While we may laugh at the humor, letting cul-
ture define family life is not the direction offered by 
Christian experience. For starters, Christians begin 
with baptism, recognizing that each member of the 
family shares in the gift of the Holy Spirit that dwells 
in our hearts. As the writer of the First Letter of 
John says, "We are God's children now." In the fami-
ly, each member is a precious gift with talents given 
by God. 

The adolescent Jesus slipped away from Mary 
and Joseph in Sunday's Gospel. (Has it ever happened 
to you where one of your older kids slipped away 
because they wanted to stay out a little longer?) In 
the end, his actions were seen as part of God's larger 
plan. It remains a delicate balance in helping children 
to discern their gifts as they grow older, while at the 
same time providing the discipline and structure that 
will protect and guide them. This feast that we cele-
brate today reminds us that the balance comes from 
seeing ourselves as a family with God in our midst. 
With that as the starting point, rather than the cul-
ture of the day, we can all learn how to be about our 
heavenly Father's business. 



THANK YOU WITH OUR WHOLE HEART
 Dear friends and parishioners, thank you for all the 

moments we have been together in Advent and now in Christ-
mas season! 

 Thank you for making it a priority to participate in 
our celebrations, concerts, programs and events. 

 Thank you for all of your gifts to our parish with 
which you unselfishly help the life of our parish community. 
May the good God abundantly reward you! 

 Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, good wishes, 
cards and gifts to us, your priests, during this holy season, and 
for your generous love! 

 A special thanks to everyone who in this busy past 
weeks found time to help in the cleaning that prepared our 
church for these glorious days. Thank you for your time, effort 
and dedication. 

 Our particular gratitude goes out to Louis Scalise 
and Kenny Zekich for festively decorating our church. Their de-
votion helps lift up all our hearts to give glory to God! 

 Thanks to all of you who donated for the beautiful 
flowers adorning our church these holy days. 

 For all of charitable works you have done in the 
weeks before Christmas. Thank you for responding so gener-
ously to the invitation to buy gifts for needy children. 

 Thanks to all who donate food for the poor and 
winter clothing and blankets for the homeless! Your response 
to this undertaking has been truly impressive and gratefully re-
ceived. 

 We are especially grateful for your Christmas wit-
ness of love and faith in Christ our Lord. Together we go for-
ward in that faith into 2016! 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS WITH LOVE
FROM YOUR FRANCISCAN FRIARS

Fr. Ivica and Fr. Stipe 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Boxes of offertory envelopes are in the entrance 
area of the church. Please, pick up your boxes as soon as 
possible. Thank you for your financial support through the 
year. Please, let us know if you are regular parishioner but 
without offertory envelopes. 

CALENDARS FOR 2016 
 St. Jerome wall calendars for 2016 are available in 
the entrance area of the church. We thank Michael Co-
letta Sons Funeral Home for sponsoring our calendars 
this year. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 On Wednesday, January 6, at 7:30 p.m. there will 
be a Parish Council meeting at the Parish office.  

“KUNA” DINNER 
 Members of Croatian Hunters Club “Kuna” are 
organizing their traditional annual dinner in our Big Hall 
on Saturday, January 23, at 7 p.m. Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance from members of club or by calling 
Zdravko at 773-908-2364. 

CROATIAN FRANCISCAN APPEAL 
Dear friends! In addition of all donations for Croatian 

Franciscan Appeal we received so far, there were two more 
acts of generosity expressed towards us. On December 11, 
Marian Society donated $3,000, and on December 17, Club 
Hercegovina donated $5,000 to our Appeal. We are grateful 
for your generous love.

Fr. Jozo Grbeš, Custos 

FUNDRAISER FOR ST. JEROME SCHOOL 
 On Sunday, February 21, there will be a Black-
hawks Stadium Series viewing party at Rocky's. All pro-
ceeds to benefit St. Jerome School. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Every Tuesday and Thursday in the Big 
Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - No meeting in December. Next 
meeting will be on Wednesday, January 13, at 7 p.m. with 
“Breaking Out of Bedlam” by Leslie Larson. 
 AA - Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the Upper 
Small Hall. They follow the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thursday 
from 7 to 8 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Thursday, December 31
 - New Year’s Eve Mass of Thanksgiving (6 p.m.) 
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at Croatian Cultural  
 Center (2845 W. Devon Ave.) 
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at Sacred Heart  
 Croatian Parish Hall (2864 E. 96th St.) 

• Friday, January 1
 New Year’s Day - Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 
• Wednesday, January 6
 Paris Council Meeting 
• Saturday, January 23
 - Croatian School Roller skating party 
 - ”Kuna” Croatian Hunters Club Dinner 
• Saturday, January 30
 Festa sv. Vlaha - St. Blaise Celebration 
• Sunday, January 31
 Health Fair by Mercy Hospital 





THE FACE OF MERCY IN CALCUTTA’S GUTTERS:
MOTHER TERESA TO BE PROCLAIMED  

A SAINT 

 Blessed Teresa of Calcutta will be proclaimed 
a saint in 2016. Pope Francis authorized the Congre-
gation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate a de-
cree regarding a miracle attributed to the intercessi-
on of Blessed Teresa (nee Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu). 
 Blessed Teresa, known around the world as 
Mother Teresa, was born August 26, 1910, in Skopje, 
then part of the Kosovo Vilayet in the Ottoman Em-
pire, into a Kosovar Albanian family. She was found-
ress of the Congregation of the Missionaries of Cha-
rity and the Missionaries of Charity. It’s been 18 
years since Mother Teresa suffered a heart attack 
and died at 87 years old on September 5, 1997, in 
Calcutta. The day after she died, she was set to lead 
an interfaith memorial prayer service in Calcutta for 
her friend, Diana, Princess of Wales, who had been 
tragically killed in a car accident one week earlier. 
 The pomp, precision and somber majesty of 
Princess Diana’s London farewell one week earlier 
were hardly visible in the chaotic scenes of Mother 
Teresa’s simple wooden casket riding on a gun carri-
age through the mobbed and chaotic streets of Cal-
cutta for her State funeral. 
 Mother Teresa’s life was not a sound byte, 
but rather a metaphor for selfless devotion and holi-
ness. Her most famous work began in 1950 with the 
opening of the first home for the dying and destitute 
in Calcutta. Her’s words remain inscribed on the 
walls of that home: “Nowadays the most horrible 
disease is not leprosy or tuberculosis. It is the feeling 
to be undesirable, rejected, abandoned by all.” 

 Some criticized Mother Teresa for her relent-
less condemnation of abortion. Some have said that 
in Mother Teresa, there was no element of prophe-
tic criticism in her teachings and her lifestyle. Instead 
of acting sensibly by applying for government grants 
to create programs to eliminate poverty, Mother Te-
resa and her sisters moved into neighborhoods and 
befriended people. Their houses often become oases 
of hope and peace. When Mother Teresa speaks of 
‘sharing poverty,’ she defies the logic of institutions 
that prefer agendas for the poor, not communion 
with individual poor people. Agents of communion 
are often called irrelevant by the world. 
 Though Mother Teresa left this world scene 
18 years ago, this tiny nun made the news big time 
several years ago with the publication of her letters. 
Many journalists, magazine editors and bloggers com-
pletely distorted the story with sensational headlines: 
“Mother Teresa’s secret life: crisis and darkness,” 
or “Calcutta’s Saint was an atheist,” or even “Mother 
and the Absent One.” Some wrote: “She lost her 
faith and the Church rewards her for it.” They seem 
unaware that those who prepared Mother’s Beatifi-
cation in 2003 cited the letters as proof of her ex-
ceptional faith and not the absence of it. 
 Mother Teresa tells us in those deeply perso-
nal messages that she once felt God’s powerful pre-
sence and heard Jesus speak to 
her. Then God withdrew and 
Jesus was silent. What Mother 
Teresa experienced thereafter 
was faith devoid of any emotio-
nal consolation. In the end Mo-
ther Teresa had to rely on raw 
faith, hope and charity. These 
are the virtues of all Christians, 
not just the spiritual elite. She 
was one of us after all. 
 What the Church looks 
for in saints is not just good 
works (there are Nobel Peace 
Prizes and other such awards 
for that) but solid evidence that 
the candidate for canonization 
was transformed, inwardly and 
outwardly, by God’s grace and 
embodied a deep love of God 
and neighbour. 


