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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE
 When we were little children, we were giv-
en many examples of kings, mostly in fairy tales. 
These either ruled with an iron fist or spent most 
of their time trying to marry off their beautiful 
daughters. As we grew, we learned of kings who 
constantly battled neighboring kings for territorial 
conquests. None of those kings seems to coincide 
with what we are taught about the greatest one of 
all, Christ the King. Where others lead by authori-
tarian rule, our King leads us by serving, and by giv-
ing us his greatest treasure, love.  

We are nearly to Advent, the time in which 
we all pause and celebrate the period of waiting for 
a coming Savior, a king for all the people. Today is 
the last Sunday of the liturgical calendar, and is the 
feast of Christ the King. In today's reading, Pilate 
repeatedly asks Jesus if he is king of the Jews. His 
answer? "You say I am a king." This is a "reluctant 
affirmative" at best. In other words, Jesus probably 
felt Pilate would never understand the type of king 
Jesus was; it was best to answer with a non-answer. 

We, the people of God, share in the royal 
office of Christ. In his kingship, he draws all of us to 
him, asking us to reign as he did, in service to oth-
ers. The people of the time of Jesus' earthly life had 
heard of a coming king and savior for many genera-
tions; their own experience with kings led them to 
believe their king would be a mighty ruler as well. 
But this King of Kings, the greatest of all, spoke 
softly, served others, showed compassion for all, 
and asked only for love in return. 



BAPTIZED
 In our church was baptized 

• Dylan Joseph Vlastelica
  Romano and Hillary nee Hebel 

May God’s abundant blessing be always with 
our newly baptized, his parents and sponsors. 

TODAY’S SECOND COLLECTION 
Today we have second collection for the Arch-

diocese of Chicago’s CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT. Your contribution will assist 
efforts to spread Christ’s love by helping to break the 
cycle of poverty in Chicago area and across the USA.  

MARIAN SOCIETY BAKE SALE/BRUNCH 
  Today, Marian Society is having a bake sale and 
brunch in the School Hall. After 7:30 a.m. Mass there 
will be bake sale. Buy a piece or the whole cake and 
take it home for Thanksgiving. Starting at 10:30 a.m. 
luncheon will be served as well. Enjoy meal in the Hall 
or take it home. Proceeds from this event will go to aid 
the Croatian Franciscan Fathers’ mission. 

COMMISSONING
OF NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
 At 9:30 a.m. Mass, we will 
have new Altar Servers commis-
sioned for their ministry. Let us 
keep them in our prayers. To serve 
at the altar is an great honor but also a big responsibil-
ity. May they be diligent in their ministry of serving God 
though liturgy in our parish. Congratulations! 

THANKSGIVING DAY SCHEDULE 
 On Thursday, November 26, we will celebrate 
Thanksgiving Mass at 8 a.m. instead our usual 7:30 a.m. 
Mass. Please note that we will not have a Holy Hour - 
Eucharistic Adoration that evening. 

”MIR NA ZEMLJI” CONCERT 
 Tambura Orchestra of HRT, Klapa HRM "Sv. 
Juraj", Krunoslav "Ki o" Slabinac, Sandra Bagari , ani 
Stipani ev, and Tatiana Cameron Taj i are performing 
Croatian Christmas songs on Sunday, November 29, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Harris Theatre (205 E. Randolph Dr.). 
The title of the concert is „Mir na zemlji“ (Peace on 
Earth). Tickets can be purchased at the Parish Office. 

DINNER WITH SANTA 
 Please, join us on Saturday, December 5, from 
4 p.m. to 10 p.m. at our School Hall for dinner with 
Santa. Bring your family and friends and enjoy a home 
cooked meal in a festive atmosphere. This family fun 
filled evening is sponsored by St. Jerome Home and 
School Association. All are welcome! 

YEAR OF MERCY BEGINS
 Pope Francis called for the Year of Mercy - a 
special period, also known as a Holy Year or Jubilee 
Year. It is an otime for the Church across the world to 
focus on forgiveness and healing in a special way. 
 We are asked “to be a witness of mercy” by 
reflecting on and practicing the spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy. Beginning December 8, 2015 (The Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary), we 
will focus on studying and reflecting on mercy, receiving 
mercy, and being merciful towards others. 

CLOTHES DRIVE FOR HOMELESS
 As Winter grows closer let us help those who 
are homeless to stay warm. Bring blankets, coats, socks 
or any winter clothes to the Parish Office. 

FOOD DRIVE FOR POOR
 Please, bring your non-perishable food to the 
Parish Office before Thanksgiving Day. Thank you. 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
 Would you like to presents the gifts to the altar 
at the Mass? Please, see one of our ushers before the 
Mass. It would be beautiful if we would have different 
families at each Mass, or to have You if a Mass is being 
celebrated for your personal intention. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Every Tuesday and Thursday in the 
Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - No meeting in December. Next 
meeting will be on Wednesday, January 13, at 7 p.m. 
with “Breaking Out of Bedlam” by Leslie Larson. 
 AA - Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in Upper 
Small Hall. They follow the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thurs-
day from 7 to 9 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, November 29 

”Mir na zemlji” concert at Harris Theatre 

• Saturday, December 5 
Dinner with Santa 

• Sunday, December 6 
- Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 

 - Club Poljica Advent Party 
• Tuesday, December 8 

Year of Mercy begins 
• Friday, December 11 

Marian Society Advent Party 
• Saturday, December 12 
 “Hercegova ka ve er” Party 
• Sunday, December 13 

Honoring the memory of Franjo Tu man,  
 the first president of the Republic of Croatia 





SERVING A SLICE OF PEACE  
AT THANKSGIVING 
BY CATHOLIC MOM 
 Have you ever dreaded getting together 
with extended family or neighbors because you just 
don’t have the energy for the arguments that may 
crop up? I have! However, as I’ve matured, I’ve 
figured out that having a biblical response to argu-
mentative people can make all the difference. 
 When someone attacks our beliefs, or us, 
our natural reaction can be to launch an immediate 
counterattack. This approach rarely ever brings 
peace to a relationship. Our counterargument, no 
matter how true, more often results in a flare-up 
of both parties’ tempers than it does in helping us 
simmer down and resolve the issue. 
 A passage from the Book of Proverbs 
shows us how to respond to people who may be 
looking to start an argument: “A gentle answer 
turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” 
(15:1). By making gentleness and empathy our first 
response, we can often defuse the destructive 
power of an emotionally charged situation before it 
results in an explosive confrontation. 
 Then, once we have defused the conflict 
“time bomb,” the next verse in Proverbs shows us 
how, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we may 
actually be able to dismantle it: “The tongue of the 
wise makes knowledge acceptable” (15:2). Unfor-
tunately, a wise tongue alone may still not make 
our knowledge acceptable to others, no matter 
what the strength or logic of our argument. 
 There are two big mistakes we can make in 
facing conflict: to think that we can hop over the 
initial step of defusing emotions and go straight to 

the dismantling of ideas; and, even more foolish, to 
think that we can do either the defusing or the dis-
mantling with our own cleverness instead of with 
God’s grace. 
 Grace, wisdom, and love, these are the 
Biblical ingredients necessary to serving up peace 
around the dinner table at a family Thanksgiving. 
Equipped with these we can defuse emotional time 
bombs with gentleness. Then we may even be able 
to move someone towards the truth with the 
wisdom that God gives us. Our greatest witness to 
peace, however, may lie in loving others, no matter 
how difficult they are. As we approach and then 
enjoy Thanksgiving we can offer this simple prayer: 
“Lord Jesus, you are my peace. Grant me grace to 
treat argumentative people with gentleness, wis-
dom, and love.” 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS YEAR  
TO PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS? 
a) Shopping for presents?  
b) Wrapping gifts?
c) Baking cookies? 
d) Decorating the tree? 
e) Something else? 
 Do something life-changing - rediscover 
God’s mercy. Will it make any difference in your 
life? That is entirely up to you. Advent, at its 
heart, is about getting ready to encounter Jesus 
at Christmas. Opening your heart to him. Gett-
ing to know him. Becoming a better husband or 
wife, father or mother, son or daughter, friend, 
etc. This program is a tool to help you do that. 
 Join other Catholics in Best Advent Ever, 
a free email program from Dynamic Catholic. 
Based on Pope Francis’ call for the Year of Mercy 
and Dynamic Catholic’s book Beautiful Mercy, 
Best Advent Ever will help you rediscover God’s 
great mercy and show that mercy to others.
 Participants will receive daily inspirational 
emails with a short video, words of encourage-
ment, or spiritual coaching. It will transform your 
life, relationships, work, and ability to embrace 
and experience all of life. The program is free! 
Just sign up at BestAdventEver.com. Let's redis-
cover God’s incredible mercy as we prepare for 
Christmas.  


