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32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
 A few years ago, an editor at a financial in-
vestment magazine penned an article on how one 
should give to charities. He advocated giving with 
strings attached! He cautioned that giving to an in-
efficient charity would cause your funds to be eaten 
up by administrative costs, and a “misdirected do-
nation” would cause you financial grief. Is it possible 
that the word charity would be so misunderstood? 
True charity has no expectations and awaits no ac-
countability. There are no strings attached. 

Today's Gospel reading from Mark actually 
contains two lessons. The first is a warning; Jesus 
asks us to beware of those who promote them-
selves using religion as a catapult for their own self-
ish desires. The second lesson speaks to faith and 
charity. As Jesus and his disciples watched the do-
nations being given to the synagogue's treasury, 
they noted that the wealthy gave large amounts of 
money and made sure everyone knew it; a poor 
widow, however, gave all of her wealth (two coins) 
in silence. It was this woman that Jesus praised; she 
gave all, the others gave what they could spare. 

In giving of our heart to Jesus Christ, do we 
give all that we have or whatever we feel we can 
spare? In asking ourselves this question, we would 
do well to remember that we are one with the 
body of Christ; we share a communion of charity. 
Should one suffer, we all suffer; as we give individu-
ally, all benefit. The woman with the two coins gave 
far more than the rich men who made a show of 
giving a small percentage of their capabilities. As 
charity is love, remember that we cannot love with 
only a portion of our hearts, it is all or nothing. 



BABY BOTTLE PROJECT 
 October was a Respect Life Month. We partici-
pated in Baby Bottle Project benefiting The Woman's 
Centers of Greater Chicagoland. Please, bring baby bot-
tles with your donation back to church. 

ELECTIONS IN CROATIA
 The 2015 Croatian parliamentary elections are 
held today. If you are a Croatian citizen and you have 
pre-registered yourself, you can cast you vote at the 
Consulate General of the Republic of Croatia in Chica-
go (737 N. Michigan Ave.) from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. 

“MARTINJE”  
AND WINE TASTING COMPETITION 
 The folklore group Hrvatska baština is hosting 
“Martinje” celebration on Saturday, November 14, in St. 
Jerome Big Hall. This event includes wine tasting com-
petition, buffet dinner and entertainment. Bring a bottle 
of your own home made wine for tasting and competi-
tion. Doors will be open at 6:30 p.m., and the folklore 
program will start at 7:30 p.m. Tickets for adults are 
$10. For children 12 and under entrance is free. 

MARIAN SOCIETY BAKE SALE/BRUNCH 
  On Sunday, November 22, Marian Society will 
have a bake sale/brunch in the School Hall. After 7:30 
a.m. Mass there will be bake sale. You will be able to 
buy the whole cake that you can take home for Thanks-
giving. Starting at 10:30 a.m. luncheon will be served as 
well. You will be able to enjoy meal in the Hall or to 
take it home. Proceeds from this event will go to aid 
the Croatian Franciscan Fathers’ mission. 
 Please, join us in this event. We need bakers, 
kitchen servers and set-up help. Please, contact any of 
the Marian Society Board member to volunteer. You 
may drop off your cakes/baked goods on Saturday after-
noon or early Sunday morning. 

RECEPTION
OF THE NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
 We are receiving new altar servers again this 
year. We ask all children who are in 4th grade or older 
to consider registering. A solemn reception of the new 
altar servers into this wonderful ministry will be on the 
feast of Christ the King, on Sunday, November 22 at 
the 9:30 a.m. Mass. For more information see Eva 
Mossman or one of the Fathers.  

”MIR NA ZEMLJI” CONCERT 
 Tambura Orchestra of HRT, Klapa HRM "Sv. 
Juraj", Krunoslav "Ki o" Slabinac, Sandra Bagari , ani 
Stipani ev, and Tatiana Cameron Taj i are performing 
Croatian Christmas songs on Sunday, November 29, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Harris Theatre (205 E. Randolph Dr.). 
The title of the concert is „Mir na zemlji“ (Peace on 
Earth). Tickets can be purchased at the Parish Office. 

CLOTHES DRIVE FOR HOMELESS
 As Winter grows closer let us help those who 
are homeless to stay warm. Bring blankets, coats, socks 
or any winter clothes. Please, bring your donation to 
the Parish Office. 

FOOD DRIVE FOR POOR
 Please, bring your non-perishable food to the 
box at the church entrance or to the Parish Office be-
fore Thanksgiving Day. Thank you. 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
 Would you like to presents the gifts to the altar 
at the Mass? Please, see one of our ushers before the 
Mass. It would be beautiful if we would have different 
families at each Mass, or to have You if a Mass is being 
celebrated for your personal intention. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 ZUMBA - Every Tuesday and Thursday in 
the Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wed-
nesday, November 11, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall 
with “An Uncomplicated Life” by Paul Daugherty. 
 AA - Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in Upper 
Small Hall. They follow the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thurs-
day from 7 to 9 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, November 8 

Elections for Croatian Parliament 
• Saturday, November 14 

”Martinje” by KUD Hrvatska baština 
• Sunday, November 22 

- Marian Society Bake Sale/Brunch 
 - Reception of the new Altar Servers 
• Sunday, November 29 

”Mir na zemlji” concert at Harris Theatre 

• Saturday, December 5 
Dinner with Santa 

• Sunday, December 6 
- Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 

 - Club Poljica Advent Party 
• Tuesday, December 8 

- Immaculate Conception of the BVM 
 - Year of Mercy begins 

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

III) Fritz Ratnasamy & Marie Christina Rajan 





“MARTINJE” (FEAST OF ST. MARTIN)  
– CHEERFUL CUSTOM OF BAPTIZING  
YOUNG WINE IN CROATIA 
 From picking rape grapes to a glass of fine 
beverages, wine goes through a complex process 
of making. The most interesting and, surely, the 
most fun stage of this process is „Martinje“. 
 St. Martin’s feast is a ritual of wine baptism 
that has been celebrated since the 17th century in 
the northern parts of Croatia. Marry wine lovers 
gather in vineyards of hosts in mid of November. 
In the ritual of baptizing, acters dress up and take 
roles of judge, bishop, godmother and godfather of 
the wine. This marry company praise god of wine 
in their witty prayers to give their hosts abundance 
of saussages, ribs and other meat treats, along with 
galons of good wine. They use prayers also to 
chase away empty dishes, broken bottles, frost and 
other disasters that leave people hungry and 
thirsty. The whole ritual is accompanied by richly 
served cuisine, with goose as the most impotrant 
dish.
 The playful baptizing is an ancient pagan ri-
tual. It marks the period that winter has begun and 
all the work done outdoor, in the fields will be 
stopped. The winegrowing activities are also finish-
ed and feast is celebrated. The young wine is ready 
after fermenting must, and it is ready on St. Mar-
tin’s Day which is merely a coincidence.  
 According to another fun legend of Marti-
nje, traditionally roasted goose is chosen to be 
served by punishment. Priest Martin did not want 
to become bishop. When the time came for his 
announciation for a bishop, he hid in the bushes. 
His hideout was exposed by the sounding of a 
goose. 


