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Mass schedule « Raspored misa
Saturday = Subota
5:30 p.m. English
Sunday e Nedjelja
7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English
11 a.m. Hrvatski
Weekdays e Kroz tjedan
7:30 a.m. English

Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek

Sick calls — at any time

Krstenja — po dogovoru

Baptisms — by appointment
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise
Confessions — before Masses
Vjenéanja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije
Weddings — arrange 6 months in

advance
TELEPHONES
Rectory e Ured ........... 312-842-1871
FaX....coocooninnieneennnn. 312-842-6427

Sr. KreSimira PandZa... 773-285-8526
Parish Council President

Jure Kutleda. ................ 708-442-7068
School Principal e Ravnateljica
Karen DeNardo.............. 312-842-7668
Liturgical Coordinator

Matthew Pesce............. 773-847-6914
CCD Director

Debra Kodzoman......... 312-730-6086

Hrvatski katolicki radio Chicago
Subotom: 12 - 12:30 sati
na 750 AM

Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago
Saturday: noon - 12:30 p.m.
on 750 AM
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Monday, October 5 - Ponedjelfjak, 5. listopada

7:30 a.m.
11 Phyllis and Ann Contino .........cc........ Chris and Matt Pesce
1+ of Vici€ family ....occevvceveiereceeeeceeeeeene Ljubo Kristo

Tuesday, October 6 - Utorak, 6. listopada

Sunday, October 11 - Nedjelja, 11. listopada
28™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
28. NEDJELJA KROZ GODINU

7:30 a.m.
T ANN CONEINO .uvveei e Perisin family
11 Chris and Millie Balich .........ccccooeiiiiiiiiiiennns friend Giggie

Wednesday, October 7 - Srijeds, 7. listopada
Our Lady of the Rosary — Gospa od Krunice

7:30 a.m.
T Maria DiacChi .uveeeviiieiiiiirreee e s family
In honor of Blessed Mother .......ccccciieiiiiiiiin, D.

Thursday, October 8 - Cetvrtak, 8. listopada

7:30 a.m.

1 Samantha Penavic ..........ccceverveerrerieecnennneens Penavic family
T Luka Botica (Anniversary) ........... Ken, Jan and John Zekich
8:05 a.m.

PRO POPULO — For all Parishioners — Za Zupljane

7—-9p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration — Euharistijsko klanjanje

Friday, October 9 - Peiak, 9. listopada

7:30 a.m.
Ll G AT Dusko
1 Peter “Mutsie” Caruso ............ce.. Catherine and Nick Perisin

Saturday, October 10 - Subota, 10. listopada

7:30 a.m.

T Margaret LoSCalZo ........ccoevvieeniiiiennns Danielle O'Donnell
1Tt Neda, John and Michael ..........cccceeennn. Cathy and Andrew
5:30 p.m.

T AleX MONOVICH uvvvvcieee i Perisin family
T Fr. Nikola Jureta, OFM CONV .......ccccevceeerivennnne Lucy Filipovi¢
T Brian William Kenny ......covvieciiiveeeenniiiinnns Theresa Crisanti
T Barbara Stein ..., Mary Fratto
T Lillian M. NOGa .oovvvvvcrrreeee e es s ssnnnees John Segvich
T Bruno Bertucci ......ccoveeeeviiiiiinnnennnnnn, Mary and Jim Pritikin
T Dan Bakovich .......ccceeeveicineninnee, Geralyn and Dave Bennett
T Rose Scalfaro .....ccccvvvvevnneniiieniiinnns Peter and JoAnn Peso
T Sharon Ciaravino .......c.cccceeeeene Patricia and Charles Marino
T NEITKO SIPIC vvvrerreeereeerreeseeeseesesseseesseesseeeens Boze Guvo
11 Fr. Ante Grbes, OFM and Ana Vidovi¢ ............. Mary Fratto
11 of Tom DePasquale family .............. Terri and Sam Babich
In honor of Blessed Mother ..........ccccvvveeveniiiinnns Paul Bologna
In honor of Archangles ........ccccevveeeiiieeesriceennn, Paul Bologna
In honor of St. Philomena and St. Anthony ........ Paul Bologna

7:30 a.m.

T Mary Rizza ..ooeeeviiccciieeeee e Catherine LoCoco
T Gene Dengler Sr. v family
T Theresa ROPKE ......ccccvvveeerii i, Mary Tadin
T Martin TOMIGIC ..ocueeveerererreere e Vesna Kristo
+t Evelyn, Sr. Bernardine and Jozo Condi¢ .................. Dusko
+1 of Ivanko family ......ccveeeveeivieen e e Vesna Kristo
9:30 a.m.

T Mary Wagner ......ccccvcveeeeveeecnnneen, ONIAC Women'’s Alliance
T Phyllis PINOtti ..coccoooviiieeeen e, Cathy Amato
1 Tomo LOVANOVIC ..ocvevvvervireeeirenenne, Ken Zekich and family
T Linda Catino ....covvviieerieieee e Lisa and Bob Link
T Filip M@ji€ oveeeeeece e Majic family
T Grace Gusich .......ccceenneee Mark, Mark Jr. and Taylor Gusich
11 a.m.

T Mare Zgela ovvveeevereeeeesseeeeseseeseeens John i Marija Kosi¢
T Sofija Pastuovi€ .......cccceeeveveeereeeneeeneennne JoAnn i Peter Peso
T Ivan Markoti€ .....ccccoeeieeevcien e Bozo i Stoja Kosir
T Nevenka MUIC ......ccceeviiiiniiiiieee, Ivan i Ivanka Buntic
T Ina Mandi€ .....ccccvvceevciecieecee e, obitelj Penavic
T Ante ANiC ...oveceeeeeeeeee e Josip i Anda Novak i obitelj
T Steven Brajkovi€ .....cccevvveriieiiieniinnns Tomislav Lisnic i obitelj
T fra Nikola Jureta, OFM Conv .......ccceevvvneennn. obitelj Sulenti¢
T Mate CoKari€ ....ccvvveeieeeeerre e ecreesree e Agnes Rodich
T Petar KOMar ....oooovecccevvveenennsccsnneeeenn Neaa Komar i obitelj
T J0SIP ArMIC oo obitelj Armi¢
t Brankica Salkovi€ ........eeeeeerierreesrsesssesseeessesssessenns prijatelji
T Milan Bagari€ ....eevvveevereerieeenree e Blago Planinic
T Dragica Jureta .......ccccevveeennivccnnnneennn, Pete i Sandly Schurla
T IVanka SiPiC ..vveeeeeeereeeeeeseseeseseeseses Milena i Jozo Badrov
T Nediljko éipic’ ....................................... supruga Iva I djeca
T Dragica POZEK ......ccccveceeeieeriiecsieeseesee s e see e obitelj
T Zvonimir GOVIC .....cccvevveeieeseeseesee e obitelj Govic
t1 Ilija i Kate Uremovi€ .....cuevveeeerevreeeescrennnnns obitelj Sulenti¢
1+ Mijo i Danica Penavic .........cceeeeveereerseenseenne Ivica Penavic
11 iz Obitelji CONGC ..v.vuvvrreereereeeeeeese e Dusko
11 iz obitelji Matifevi€ .....cocvvvverieiiineninnns Luca Zeba i obitelj
Na Cast bl. Alojzija StepINCa .....ccvverrevrrererierseeseennes BoZe Guvo

LECTORS - CITACT

5:30 p.m. — Mary Fratto; 7:30 a.m. — Rosemary Brcich
9:30 a.m. — Michael Passarelli; 11 a.m. — po rasporedu

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
IZVANREDNI POSLUZITELII SV. PRICESTI

5:30 p.m. — Jan Ferro; 7:30 a.m. — Rosemary Brcich
9:30 a.m. — Eva Mossman; 11 a.m. — Domagoj Paraga

ALTAR SERVERS - MINISTRANTI

5:30 p.m. — Kylee Kuzniar, Kiara Luna, Koki Murray

7:30 a.m. — Angelina Caruso, Olivia Wroblewski

9:30 a.m. — Francesca Bertucci, Monica Matual, John Zekich

11 a.m. — Frano i Marija Kraljevi¢, Marina Hosticka, Luka Ivanci¢
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277" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Many people have wondered why Jesus gave
such a demanding teaching on marriage. The words
sound harsh, even insensitive: "Whoever divorces
his wife and marries another commits adultery."
Forbidding divorce flies in the face of human expe-
rience. This is obvious today when divorce is so
common, but it was true also back in Jesus’ day.
The emperor Augustus enacted laws, hoping to
prevent the breakup of marriage, but had little suc-
cess getting Roman citizens to focus on marriage
and family. And, even among Jews, divorce was
common enough. Moses had to set up procedures
for divorce.

Jesus went against a widespread practice.
He refused to recognize divorce. In teaching the
indissolubility of marriage, Jesus was aware of hu-
man weakness. He knew he was giving an extreme-
ly difficult teaching. The Catholic Church, in spite
of the sinfulness of its members, has done its best
to uphold that teaching: a) Marriage is a lifelong and
exclusive union between a man and a woman. b)
To have a valid marriage a Catholic must marry "in
the Church." This norm for Catholics of course
does not apply to non-Catholics. We presume the
validity of their marriages. ¢) The Church has no
power to grant a divorce, although it does have a
process to determine if a true marriage existed.

Let us say a pastoral word about people
whose marriages have broken apart. It often hap-
pened against their own will. They have made every
efforts to save their marriage. Sometimes these
people will give an heroic testimony by continuing
their own fidelity, in spite of the choice their
spouse made. At the same time, there are others
who enter into a second union - and who do the
best they can to worship God at Mass, even though
they cannot come forward for Communion. Our
human reality is messy. Always has been; always
will be. But that does not mean we can change the
teaching of Jesus.

26. NEDJELJA KROZ GODINU

Zar je moguce da dvoje ljudi ustra-
ju u ljubavi do kraja Zivota u tolikim pro-
mjenjivostima i potesko¢ama? Nije li bo-
lje dopustiti rastavu kada je ve¢ nemogu-
¢e Zivjeti zajedno onako kako su Zidovi
tumacili Mojsijev zakon? No, Isus odgo-
vara: Mojsije je to dopustio zbog okorje-
losti srca vasega, ali na pocetku nije bilo
tako. Okorjelost srca - to je pravi pro-
blem! Zato se treba vratiti na pocetak.

Isus odlu¢no upozorava na taj pr-
votni Bozji plan koji je smjerao na Covje-
kovu srecu, a koji je Covjekovim grijehom
poremecen. Mojsijevo dopustenje otpus-
titi Zenu Isus odbacuje i tumaci kao nuz-
no zlo zbog okorjelosti ljudskog srca, a ¢i-
tavo pitanje o braku i Zenidbi vraéa na pr-
votnu Bozju zamisao. Najodlucnije zastu-
pa: "Sto dakle Bog zdruzi, ¢ovjek neka ne
rastavlja." Uzajamna pripadnost muza i
Zene temelji se na stvoriteljskoj volji Boz-
joj i nema ljudske vlasti koja se smije u to
mijeSati. Stoga brak treba obnavljati, a
ne ponavljati. Zivjeti po tom BoZjem pla-
nu, biti i ostati vjeran do kraja svome
bra¢nom drugu nije lako. Isus dobro zna
za poteskoce koje mogu zadesiti ljude.
Ipak, usprkos svemu, Isus poziva bracne
drugove na hrabrost.
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THANK YOU FROM HSA

The HSA wants to thank each and every one of
you who attended the Fall Fest and volunteered your
time to help. We couldn’t have done it without you! It
feels so good to know we are all working together for
our children of St. Jerome School.

OCTOBER - MONTH OF MARY

The month of October is dedicated to Mary.
On October 7 the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is
celebrated. During October we pray rosary before Sun-
day Masses. Join us!

OCTOBER MASS ATTENDANCE COUNT

For the 4 Sundays in October, every Catholic
parish is required to take a count of the number of pe-
ople attending each Mass. This is an important source
of information when the Archdiocese plans and makes
decisions about the future.

RESPECT LIFE - BABY BOTTLE PROJECT

We are again participating in the Baby Bottle
Project benefiting The Women’s Centers of Greater
Chicagoland. This non-profit organization assists moth-
ers and families experiencing crisis pregnancies by offer-
ing emotional, financial, material, and spiritual
support.

Please, take home a baby bottle and
use it to collect any change you may have.
When the bottle is full simply return it to the
church. Please note the Baby Bottles cost
almost $| per bottle and are recycled after-
wards so please return upon completion of
the project. Thank you for helping defend life.

&
FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
Today we celebrate the feast of St. Francis. We
will pray for all members of the Franciscan family, espe-
cially for those who served in our parish.

CROATIAN FRANCISCANS APEAL

Dear friends! For |15 years, we
Franciscans have been serving in the
USA and Canada. We founded and led
many parishes, giving our lives to those
who came to us and to whom we were
sent to serve and to bring the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Francis of Assisi
was always an inspiration on how to live
our lives in giving of ourselves unselfish-
V. ly. To bring Christ always meant to bring
% peace. To us that is always a gift and
© . grace. Working in many cities through-
.. out this great continent, we knew that
e m;:',-.,;; our mission would always be to care for
& W e people with great love.

We wish to continue the same mission: caring with
love and giving of ourselves to the end. That is why we are
reaching out to you and asking for your help with this mis-
sion so that we can continue to serve all of you and your
families for years to come. You will soon receive a letter
from us to your home address. Thank you in advance for
your response and your kindness.

Your Croatian Franciscans

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE

Join the 2015 Public Square Rosary Crusade.
We are all in need of prayer, repentance and conver-
sion. We ask God to save America through the Rosary
of his Most Holy Mother. Please, join us in praying for
our nation on Saturday, October 10 at noon. The Ro-
sary Rally will take place in front of Our Lady of Medju-
gorje statue (next to the School).

CHICAGO BACH ENSAMBLE CONCERT

The Chicago Bach Ensemble has been perform-
ing in our church for several years. On Friday, October
16, they will perform using baroque instruments. We
will have a chance to hear Bach’s cantatas as close to an
original Bach performance, as we could imagine. This
unique and outstanding experience will be under direc-
tion of internationally renowned conductor Ruben Du-
brovsky, a baroque specialist.

General Admission at the door is $25, advance
ticket sale at brownpapertickets.com/event/2332714 is
$20, special price at the door for Students with ID is
$10. For more info visit: chicagobachensemble.org.

PARISH FAMILY ALBUM

This fall we will start producing our new Parish
Family Album. Please, be part of our Parish Directory.
Let us put names with faces. We have chosen to par-
tner with Lifetouch for professional photography that
will connect our members and tell our parish story.
Each family will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait
and directory for participating. We need you to make
our parish family album complete.

SAVE THE DATE

¢ Sunday, October 4

- Feast of St. Francis of Assisi

- Respect Life Sunday - Baby Bottle Project
* Saturday, October 10

Public Square Rosary Crusade
* Sunday, October 11

Croatian School Fritule Sale
* Friday, October 16

Chicago Bach Ensemble concert
* Saturday, October 24

2nd Club Sinj Dinner
* Sunday, October 25

Croatian Women Fashion Show
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LISTOPAD — MJESEC POSVECEN MARUJI

Mjesec listopad je posvecen Blazenoj Djevici
Mariji i molitvi krunice. U krunici od Marije u¢imo kako
slusati Evandelje, odnosno Isusa, te Zelimo da nas ona
vodi na putu kroz otajstva Isusova Zivota. Krunicu moli-
mo u 10:30 sati prije podne tj. prije hrvatske sv. mise.

POHADANIE SV. MISE U MJESECU LISTOPADU

U mesecu listopadu svaka Zupa treba prebrojiti
koliko ljudi dolazi na sv. misu. To je vrlo bitan pokazatelj
vitalnosti pojedine Zupe. Ovo je prigoda da iskreno raz-
mislimo o svome sudjelovanju u sakramentima, osobito
u sv. misi, te u Zivotu nase hrvatske Zupe.

BOCICE ZA BEBE

Od nedjelje 4. listopada sudjelovat ¢éemo u pro-
jektu “Bocice za bebe”. Moci ¢ete uzeti djecje bocice,
napuniti ih novcem te ih na kraju mjeseca vratiti u cr-
kvu. Na taj nacin ¢emo pomodi The Women’s Centers of
Greater Chicagoland. Pomozimo majke koje su u nevolji
da mogu roditi svoju djecu te dobiti potrebnu pomoc.

PROSLAVA SV. FRANJE ASISKOG

U nedjelju 4. listopada je blagdan sv. Franje.
Molimo osobito za sve ¢lanove franjevacke obitelji koji
su ostavili traga u Zivotu nase Zupe.

SOLIDARNOST S HRVATSKIM FRANJEVCIMA

Dragi prijatelji!

Mi franjevci, vec stotinu godina sluZimo na pro-
storima SAD-a i Kanade. Osnivali smo i vodili mnoge Zu-
pe, darivali Zivot svima koji su dosli k nama i kojima smo
mi bili poslani, i s rados¢u sluZili donoseci svima radosnu
vijest Isusa Krista. Franjo iz Asiza uvijek nam je bio na-
dahnuce za Zivot darivanja i nesebicnosti. Donositi Kris-
ta, za nas je uvijek znacilo donositi mir.

Radeéi u mnogim gradovima diljem ovog veli-
kog kontinenta, znali smo da je nasa misija uvijek bila
brinuti se za ljude s ljubavlju. Zelimo i dalje nastaviti istu
misiju: brinuti se s ljubavlju u darivanju do kraja. Stoga
vam se sada opet javljamo Zeleci da nam i vi pomognete
na ovom putu kako bi i nasa misija bila laksa i kako bis-
mo u godinama koje dolaze mogli i dalje sluziti.

Uskoro cete dobiti pismo na kucénu adresu. Una-
prijed zahvaljujemo na vasem odgovoru i vasoj dobroti.

vasi hrvatski franjevci

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJENCANJA

I1) Marcin Gacek & Nina Dosen
II) Rex Cayer & Lauren Senjanin
Il1) Nicholas Jadri¢ & Angela Baji¢

ZUPNI FOTO ALBUM

Htjeli bismo napraviti novi Zupni foto album.
Vec je dosta godina proslo od kada je napravljen stari
album. Djeca brzo rastu, stari umiru, svi se mijenjamo.
Molimo, odazovite se za ovaj projekt. Imat ¢emo profe-
sionalnog fotografa koji ¢e napraviti obiteljske portrete.
Svaka obitelj ¢e dobiti fotografiju 8x10 te knjigu s fotog-
rafijama svih Zupljana - besplatno.

KONCERT BAROKNE GLAZBE

Chicago Bach Ensemble prireduje koncert ba-
rokne glazbe u nasoj crkvi u petak 16. listopada u 8 sati
navecer. Koncertom ¢e ravnati medunarodno priznati
dirigent Ruben Dubrovsky. Ulaznice se mogu nabaviti
unaprijed na: brownpapertickets.com/event/2332714
po cijeni od $20. Cijena ulaznice na vratima bit ¢e $25 a
za studente s iskaznicom cijena je $10. Za vie detalje
pogledajte: chicagobachensemble.org.

MODNA REVIJA HRVATSKE ZENE

Drustvo Hrvatska Zena - grana broj 1 Chicago
organizira svoju tradicionalnu Modnu reviju u nedjelju
25. listopada. Revija s ru¢kom ¢e se odrzati u Ashton
Place (Willowbrook, IL). Prihod s revije namjenjen je
obiteljima u velikoj potrebi u SAD-u, Hrvatskoj i BiH.
Ulaznice po cijeni od $50 moZete nabaviti kod ¢&lanica
drustva u svim hrvatskim Zupama. Dodite i podrzite ovu
humanitarnu akciju kao i proteklih godina.

KONCERT MLADENA GRDOVICA

Mladen Grdovi¢ nastupa u Hrvatskom kultur-
nom centru (2845 W. Devon Ave.) u subotu 17. listopa-
da. Koncert pocinje u 8 sati navecer. Uz Mladena Grdo-
vi¢a nastupa i grupa Romantic te go$¢a Antonija Sola.
Ulaznice se mogu nabaviti u nasem Zupnom uredu.

BOZICNI KONCERT ,,MIR NA ZEMUJI“

Tamburaski Orkestar HRT, Klapa HRM "Sv. Ju-
raj", Krunoslav "Ki¢o" Slabinac, Sandra Bagari¢ te Dani
Stipanicev, uz Tatianu Cameron Tajéi, pozivaju nas u Ha-
rris Theatre (205 E. Randolph Dr.) u nedjelju 29. stude-
noga na Bozi¢ni koncert ,Mir na zemlji“. Ulaznice ée biti
u prodaji uskoro.

NOVA VJERONAUCNA GODINA
NOVA SKOLSKA GODINA
HRVATSKE SKOLE KARDINAL STEPINAC

Zapoceli smo s novom vjeronau¢nom godinom.
Roditelji, molimo, upisSite svoju djecu ako jo$ niste i re-
dovito ih dovodite na sv. misu.

Nastava u Hrvatskoj Skoli se odrzava subotom
od 8:30 sati ujutro do 12:30 sati poslije podne. Ako jo$
niste upisali svoju djecu, ucinite to Sto prije. Hrvatska
Skola trazi nove ucitelje i uciteljice hrvatskog jezika. Javite
se ¢lanovima odbora Hrvatske skole ili izravno fra lvici.
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CROATIAN WOMAN
ANNUAL FASHION SHOW

Croatian Woman, Branch No. | - Chicago,
founded in 1929, is a non-profit organization, whose
mission is to help those in need through various fund-
raising activities. They are holding their annual Lunch-
eon and Fashion Show on Sunday, October 25 at Ash-
ton Place in Willowbrook, IL. Doors open at 12:30 and
luncheon begins at 1:30 p.m. You can buy tickets from
members of society.

This annual event is one of their most attended
fundraisers of the year. They had over 450 guests last
year, which resulted in one of the biggest successes for
their organization. The proceeds from this year’s fash-
ion show will go to support families in need both here
in the United States and in Croatia.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

We started with Religious Education classes.
The tuition: one student $65; two or more from the
same family $85. There is a $25 per student book fee.

SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

We all need to know that we are loved by God.
In SPRED, knowing and accepting one another just as we
are is a great gift. SPRED Sunday Masses at || a.m. are
at chapel at 2956 S. Lowe Ave. on October 4, Novem-
ber | and December 6. All are welcome. For more info
contact Ellen O'Donnell at 312-498-8127.

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES

ZUMBA - If you want to get in shape and have
fun - join Zumba every Tuesday and Thursday in the
Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wed-
nesday, October 14, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall.
They are reading “The Runaway Jury” by John Grisham.

AA - Meetings are held every Wednesday at
7:30 p.m. in Upper Small Hall. This is a nice group of
people who are following the 12 step program.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 9
p-m. This is a time to pray and reflect with the Lord.

» Trazi se osoba koja bi se povremeno bri-
nula za stariju gospodu koja Zivi u jugozapad-
nom predgradu Chicaga. Trebalo bi cuvati ovu
stariju gospodu, praviti joj drustvo, povreme-
no je izvesti u Setnju i slicno. Radno vrijeme je
fleksibilno. Potrebno je govoriti hrvatski. Za
vise detalja, javite se u na§ Zupni ured.

OCTOBER 4
- ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI

Francis of Assisi
astounded and ispired the
Church by taking the gos-
pel literally — not in a
narrow fundamentalist
sense, but by actually fo-
llowing all that Jesus said
and did, joyfully, without
limit and without a sense
of self-importance.

An illness brought
the young Francis to see
the emptiness of his fro-
licking life as leader of Assisi's youth. Prayer led him
to a self-emptying like that of Christ, climaxed by em-
bracing a leper he met on the road. From the cross
in the neglected chapel of San Damiano, Christ told
him, "Francis, go, repair my house, which is falling to
ruin." Francis became the totally poor and humble
workman. He must have su-spected a deeper mean-
ing to "repair my house." He gave up all his possess-
ions, piling even his clothes before his earthly father
(who was demanding restitution for Francis' "gifts" to
the poor) so that he would be totally free to say,
"Our Father in heaven."

Francis' first rule for his followers was a co-
llection of texts from the Gospels. He had no idea of
founding an order, but once it began he protected it
and accepted all the legal structures needed to su-
pport it. His devotion and loyalty to the Church
were absolute and highly exemplary at a time when
various movements of reform tended to break the
Church's unity. He was torn between a life devoted
entirely to prayer and a life of active preaching of the
Good News. He decided in favor of the latter, but
always returned to solitude when he could. He
wanted to be a missionary in Syria or in Africa, but
was prevented by shipwreck and illness in both cases.
He did try to convert the sultan of Egypt during the
Fifth Crusade.

During the last years of his relatively short
life (he died at 44), he was half blind and seriously ill.
Two years before his death, he received the stigmata,
the real and painful wounds of Christ in his hands,
feet and side. On his deathbed, he said the last addi-
tion to his Canticle of the Sun, "Be praised, O Lord,
for our Sister Death."



