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27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
 Many people have wondered why Jesus gave 
such a demanding teaching on marriage. The words 
sound harsh, even insensitive: "Whoever divorces 
his wife and marries another commits adultery." 
Forbidding divorce flies in the face of human expe-
rience. This is obvious today when divorce is so 
common, but it was true also back in Jesus’ day. 
The emperor Augustus enacted laws, hoping to 
prevent the breakup of marriage, but had little suc-
cess getting Roman citizens to focus on marriage 
and family. And, even among Jews, divorce was 
common enough. Moses had to set up procedures 
for divorce.

Jesus went against a widespread practice. 
He refused to recognize divorce. In teaching the 
indissolubility of marriage, Jesus was aware of hu-
man weakness. He knew he was giving an extreme-
ly difficult teaching. The Catholic Church, in spite 
of the sinfulness of its members, has done its best 
to uphold that teaching: a) Marriage is a lifelong and 
exclusive union between a man and a woman. b) 
To have a valid marriage a Catholic must marry "in 
the Church." This norm for Catholics of course 
does not apply to non-Catholics. We presume the 
validity of their marriages. c) The Church has no 
power to grant a divorce, although it does have a 
process to determine if a true marriage existed. 

Let us say a pastoral word about people 
whose marriages have broken apart. It often hap-
pened against their own will. They have made every 
efforts to save their marriage. Sometimes these 
people will give an heroic testimony by continuing 
their own fidelity, in spite of the choice their 
spouse made. At the same time, there are others 
who enter into a second union - and who do the 
best they can to worship God at Mass, even though 
they cannot come forward for Communion. Our 
human reality is messy. Always has been; always 
will be. But that does not mean we can change the 
teaching of Jesus.



THANK YOU FROM HSA
 The HSA wants to thank each and every one of 
you who attended the Fall Fest and volunteered your 
time to help. We couldn’t have done it without you! It 
feels so good to know we are all working together for 
our children of St. Jerome School. 

OCTOBER - MONTH OF MARY 
 The month of October is dedicated to Mary. 
On October 7 the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is 
celebrated. During October we pray rosary before Sun-
day Masses. Join us! 

OCTOBER MASS ATTENDANCE COUNT 
 For the 4 Sundays in October, every Catholic 
parish is required to take a count of the number of pe-
ople attending each Mass. This is an important source 
of information when the Archdiocese plans and makes 
decisions about the future. 

RESPECT LIFE - BABY BOTTLE PROJECT
 We are again participating in the Baby Bottle 
Project benefiting The Women’s Centers of Greater 
Chicagoland. This non-profit organization assists moth-
ers and families experiencing crisis pregnancies by offer-
ing emotional, financial, material, and spiritual 
support. 
 Please, take home a baby bottle and 
use it to collect any change you may have. 
When the bottle is full simply return it to the 
church. Please note the Baby Bottles cost 
almost $1 per bottle and are recycled after-
wards so please return upon completion of 
the project. Thank you for helping defend life. 

FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 Today we celebrate the feast of St. Francis. We 
will pray for all members of the Franciscan family, espe-
cially for those who served in our parish. 

CROATIAN FRANCISCANS APEAL 
Dear friends! For 115 years, we 

Franciscans have been serving in the 
USA and Canada. We founded and led 
many parishes, giving our lives to those 
who came to us and to whom we were 
sent to serve and to bring the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. Francis of Assisi 
was always an inspiration on how to live 
our lives in giving of ourselves unselfish-
ly. To bring Christ always meant to bring 
peace. To us that is always a gift and 
grace. Working in many cities through-
out this great continent, we knew that 
our mission would always be to care for 
people with great love. 

 We wish to continue the same mission: caring with 
love and giving of ourselves to the end. That is why we are 
reaching out to you and asking for your help with this mis-
sion so that we can continue to serve all of you and your 
families for years to come. You will soon receive a letter 
from us to your home address. Thank you in advance for 
your response and your kindness. 

Your Croatian Franciscans 

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE 
 Join the 2015 Public Square Rosary Crusade. 
We are all in need of prayer, repentance and conver-
sion. We ask God to save America through the Rosary 
of his Most Holy Mother. Please, join us in praying for 
our nation on Saturday, October 10 at noon. The Ro-
sary Rally will take place in front of Our Lady of Medju-
gorje statue (next to the School). 

CHICAGO BACH ENSAMBLE CONCERT
 The Chicago Bach Ensemble has been perform-
ing in our church for several years. On Friday, October 
16, they will perform using baroque instruments. We 
will have a chance to hear Bach’s cantatas as close to an 
original Bach performance, as we could imagine. This 
unique and outstanding experience will be under direc-
tion of internationally renowned conductor Ruben Du-
brovsky, a baroque specialist.  
 General Admission at the door is $25, advance 
ticket sale at brownpapertickets.com/event/2332714 is 
$20, special price at the door for Students with ID is 
$10. For more info visit: chicagobachensemble.org. 

PARISH FAMILY ALBUM
  This fall we will start producing our new Parish 
Family Album. Please, be part of our Parish Directory. 
Let us put names with faces. We have chosen to par-
tner with Lifetouch for professional photography that 
will connect our members and tell our parish story. 
Each family will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait 
and directory for participating. We need you to make 
our parish family album complete.

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, October 4 

- Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
 - Respect Life Sunday - Baby Bottle Project 
• Saturday, October 10 

Public Square Rosary Crusade 
• Sunday, October 11 

Croatian School Fritule Sale 
• Friday, October 16 

Chicago Bach Ensemble concert 
• Saturday, October 24 

2nd Club Sinj Dinner 
• Sunday, October 25 

Croatian Women Fashion Show 



WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

II) Marcin Gacek & Nina Došen 
II) Rex Cayer & Lauren Senjanin 

III) Nicholas Jadri  & Angela Baji



CROATIAN WOMAN
ANNUAL FASHION SHOW
 Croatian Woman, Branch No. 1 - Chicago, 
founded in 1929, is a non-profit organization, whose 
mission is to help those in need through various fund-
raising activities. They are holding their annual Lunch-
eon and Fashion Show on Sunday, October 25 at Ash-
ton Place in Willowbrook, IL. Doors open at 12:30 and 
luncheon begins at 1:30 p.m. You can buy tickets from 
members of society.  
 This annual event is one of their most attended 
fundraisers of the year. They had over 450 guests last 
year, which resulted in one of the biggest successes for 
their organization. The proceeds from this year’s fash-
ion show will go to support families in need both here 
in the United States and in Croatia. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
We started with Religious Education classes. 

The tuition: one student $65; two or more from the 
same family $85. There is a $25 per student book fee. 

SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
We all need to know that we are loved by God. 

In SPRED, knowing and accepting one another just as we 
are is a great gift. SPRED Sunday Masses at 11 a.m. are 
at chapel at 2956 S. Lowe Ave. on October 4, Novem-
ber 1 and December 6. All are welcome. For more info 
contact Ellen O'Donnell at 312-498-8127. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 ZUMBA - If you want to get in shape and have 
fun - join Zumba every Tuesday and Thursday in the 
Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wed-
nesday, October 14, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. 
They are reading “The Runaway Jury” by John Grisham. 
 AA - Meetings are held every Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. in Upper Small Hall. This is a nice group of 
people who are following the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 9 
p.m. This is a time to pray and reflect with the Lord. 

 Traži se osoba koja bi se povremeno bri-
nula za stariju gospo u koja živi u jugozapad-
nom predgra u Chicaga. Trebalo bi uvati ovu 
stariju gospo u, praviti joj društvo, povreme-
no je izvesti u šetnju i sli no. Radno vrijeme je 
fleksibilno. Potrebno je govoriti hrvatski. Za 
više detalja, javite se u naš Župni ured. 

OCTOBER 4
- ST. FRANCIS OF 
ASSISI
 Francis of Assisi 
astounded and ispired the 
Church by taking the gos-
pel literally – not in a 
narrow fundamentalist 
sense, but by actually fo-
llowing all that Jesus said 
and did, joyfully, without 
limit and without a sense 
of self-importance. 
 An illness brought 
the young Francis to see 
the emptiness of his fro-

licking life as leader of Assisi's youth. Prayer led him 
to a self-emptying like that of Christ, climaxed by em-
bracing a leper he met on the road. From the cross 
in the neglected chapel of San Damiano, Christ told 
him, "Francis, go, repair my house, which is falling to 
ruin." Francis became the totally poor and humble 
workman. He must have su-spected a deeper mean-
ing to "repair my house." He gave up all his possess-
ions, piling even his clothes before his earthly father 
(who was demanding restitution for Francis' "gifts" to 
the poor) so that he would be totally free to say, 
"Our Father in heaven."  
 Francis' first rule for his followers was a co-
llection of texts from the Gospels. He had no idea of 
founding an order, but once it began he protected it 
and accepted all the legal structures needed to su-
pport it. His devotion and loyalty to the Church 
were absolute and highly exemplary at a time when 
various movements of reform tended to break the 
Church's unity. He was torn between a life devoted 
entirely to prayer and a life of active preaching of the 
Good News. He decided in favor of the latter, but 
always returned to solitude when he could. He 
wanted to be a missionary in Syria or in Africa, but 
was prevented by shipwreck and illness in both cases. 
He did try to convert the sultan of Egypt during the 
Fifth Crusade. 
 During the last years of his relatively short 
life (he died at 44), he was half blind and seriously ill. 
Two years before his death, he received the stigmata, 
the real and painful wounds of Christ in his hands, 
feet and side. On his deathbed, he said the last addi-
tion to his Canticle of the Sun, "Be praised, O Lord, 
for our Sister Death."


