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Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
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30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
 When you have an opportunity to take a 
once in a lifetime chance, do you take it? Granted, 
there is no strict definition for such an instance, but 
in the strictest sense of the term, do you take 
chances or do you play it safe? One could argue 
that our lives are a series of opportunities, and 
some of the choices we make are the only chances 
we'll ever have. We may decide to go to work ra-
ther than college, and years later we're unable to 
find the time or the will to go back and get that 
degree. Or, sometimes a once in a lifetime chance 
is as simple as asking for something. 

Bartimaeus figured that he had nothing to 
lose; blind since birth, he had heard that Jesus was 
preaching to a crowd nearby. Knowing in his heart 
that Jesus was truly the Son of God, Bartimaeus 
went to Jesus, and interrupting his sermon asked 
Jesus to cure his blindness. Jesus' compassion for a 
man who had such faith without seeing led him to 
grant his wish. If we can have faith in Jesus without 
ever having seen or heard him, will we realize a 
"once in a lifetime chance"? 

A disciple of Christ must not only keep the 
faith and live on it, but also profess it, confidently 
bear witness to it, and spread it. Bartimaeus not 
only possessed great faith in Jesus, he was una-
shamed and unafraid to call out to his Savior in 
front of the many people around him. In the Gos-
pel of Matthew, Jesus said, "Everyone who 
acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge 
before my heavenly Father." Today, if you meet 
someone who needs the loving arms of Jesus 
Christ, take that chance to share his promise of 
everlasting life. 



OCTOBER - MONTH OF MARY 
 The month of October is dedi-
cated in a special way to Mary. We offer 
up to her from our hearts an fervent and 
loving homage of prayer and veneration. 
We pray rosary before Sunday Masses. 
Join us! 

OCTOBER MASS ATTENDANCE COUNT 
 For the 4 Sundays in October, every Catholic 
parish is required to take a count of the number of pe-
ople attending each Mass. This is an important source 
of information when the Archdiocese plans and makes 
decisions about the future. 

RESPECT LIFE - BABY BOTTLE PROJECT
 Please, take home a baby bottle and use it to 
collect any change you may have. When the bottle is 
full return it to the church. Please note the Baby Bottles 
cost almost $1 per bottle and are recycled afterwards 
so please return upon completion of the project. Thank 
you for helping defend life. 

CONNIE'S PIZZA HELPING OUR SCHOOL 
If parishioners, students, families and friends 

dine in, carry out or order delivery on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 27 at the Connie's Pizza (2373 S. Archer Ave.) 15% 
of their order will be donated to St. Jerome School. 
Please, mention St. Jerome when placing your order. 

CROATIAN WOMAN FASHION SHOW  
 Croatian Woman, Branch No. 1 - Chicago, has 
been helping those in need through various fundraising 
activities. Their annual Luncheon and Fashion Show will 
be on Sunday, October 25 at Ashton Place in Willow-
brook, IL. Doors open at 12:30 and luncheon begins at 
1:30 p.m. The proceeds will go to support families in 
need both here in the US and in Croatia. 

VISIT TO THE CEMETARIES 
 We will be visiting and praying at the graves of 
our parishioners on All Souls’ Day (Monday, November 
2). One priest will come at 10 a.m. to the Holy Sepul-
chre Cemetery and start prayer at the Croatian Fran-
ciscan graves. At 11:30 a.m. we will meet at the Resur-
rection Cemetery at the Chapel. Another priest will 
come to the St. Mary’s Cemetery at 10 a.m. and meet 
parishioners at the Office. Please, let us know if you 
would like us to stop at the grave of your loved one 
and pray with you. 

ALL SOULS PRAYER SERVICE 
 Please join us Monday, November 2, at 7 p.m. 
for a prayer service to honor the deceased of our par-
ish. We will pray for all our deceased, including those 
who have passed away in the last year. 

BLEIGURG TRAGEDY DOCUMENTARY FILM 
 A documentary film about Bleiburg Tragedy 
"Magnum Crimen 1945" will be shown on Sunday, No-
vember 1, at 6 p.m. at the Croatian Cultural Center 
(2845 W. Devon Ave.). The film is about command re-
sponsibility for the crimes committed immediately after 
the Second World War. Film is in Croatian with English 
subtitles. Entrance is free. 

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
AND MEŠTROVI  SCULPTURES 
 The junior high students of our Croatian School 
will travel to Notre Dame University to view the many 
masterpieces of the great sculptor, Ivan Meštrovi .
They will travel by bus on Saturday, November 7. All 
are welcome to join them (adults and children 12 years 
or older). Please, contact Ivanka Paraga, Venessa Krpan 
or the Parish Office to sign up and enjoy the day. 

ELECTIONS IN CROATIA 
 The 2015 Croatian parliamentary elections will 
be held on Saturday and Sunday November 7 and 8. If 
you are a Croatian citizen, please, call the Consulate 
General of the Republic of Croatia (312-482-9902) until 
October 28 to pre-register in order to cast you vote 
here in Chicago. 

PARISH FAMILY ALBUM
  This fall we will produce our new Parish Family 
Album. Please, be part of our Parish Directory. Let us 
put names with faces. We have chosen to partner with 
Lifetouch for professional photography that will con-
nect our members and tell our parish story. Each family 
will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and directo-
ry for participating. Next available dates for taking pho-
tos are November 12, 13 and 14. Please, register on 
stjeromecroatian.org.

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, October 25 

Croatian Women Fashion Show 

• Sunday, November 1 
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
 - Movie “Magnum Crimen 1945” at Croatian  
 Cultural Center 
• Monday, November 2 
 - Visit to the cemeteries 
 - Marian Society All Souls’ Day Prayer Service 
• Wednesday, November 4 

Parish Council meeting 
• Saturday, November 7 

Croatian School trip to Notre Dame, IN 
• Saturday and Sunday, November 7 & 8 

Elections for Croatian Parliament 
• Saturday, November 14 

”Martinje” by KUD Hrvatska baština





CROATIAN FRANCISCANS APEAL 
Dear friends! For 115 years, we Franciscans have 

been serving in the USA and Canada. We founded and led 
many parishes, giving our lives to those who came to us and 
to whom we were sent to serve and to bring the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. Francis of Assisi was always an inspiration on 
how to live our lives in giving of ourselves unselfishly. To 
bring Christ always meant to bring peace. Working in many 
cities throughout this great continent, we knew that our mis-
sion would always be to care for people with great love. 

 We wish to continue the same mis-
sion: caring with love and giving of ourselves to 
the end. That is why we are reaching out to 
you and asking for your help with this mission 
so that we can continue to serve all of you 
and your families for years to come. You will 
soon receive a letter from us to your home 
address. Thank you in advance for your re-
sponse and your kindness. 

Your Croatian Franciscans

SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
We all need to know that we are loved by God. 

In SPRED, knowing and accepting one another just as we 
are is a great gift. SPRED Sunday Masses at 11 a.m. are 
at chapel at 2956 S. Lowe Ave. on November 1 and De-
cember 6. All are welcome. For more info contact Ellen 
O'Donnell at 312-498-8127. 

BLUE MASS FOR CHICAGO POLICE OFFICERS 
St. Mary of Perpetual Help (1039 W. 32nd St.) 

will have a BLUE MASS for all active and retired Chica-
go Police Officers and their families on Wednesday, 
October 28, at 6 p.m. Main celebrant will be Fr. Dan 
Brandt, Chicago Police Chaplain. Prayers will be offered 
for officers who have died in the line of duty. 

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

I) Fritz Ratnasamy & Marie Christina Rajan 
II) David Lukin & Kristan Sirgedas 


