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24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
 It is not uncommon, when talking to a 
friend about all of the challenges we are facing in 
our day-to-day lives, to have that friend tell us, 
"We all have our crosses to bear." It seems, how-
ever, that linking the symbol of the world's greatest 
sacrifice to a pile of past-due bills on the table is 
rather simplistic and misses the point of bearing 
our own cross. What are our real challenges, any-
way? Is it harder to navigate this life's worldly diffi-
culties, or to proclaim proudly our undying love of 
Jesus Christ to any and all who will listen? 

Today's Gospel reading offers the memora-
ble question from Jesus to his disciples, "Who do 
people say that I am?" Their answers are varied, but 
his follow-up question is more important: "But who 
do you say that I am?" They have had the oppor-
tunity to be closest to him, witness his miracles and 
enjoy his private teachings. And it is at this point 
that Jesus offers them yet another insight into ever-
lasting life: "Whoever wishes to come after me 
must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow 
me." The cross he is referring to is our willingness 
never to deny him as the one true savior, even if it 
means giving our lives in his name. 

The cross is the unique sacrifice of Christ, 
the 'one mediator between God and men.' In telling 
his disciples - and us - that in order to follow him 
we must take up our own crosses, we are offered 
the possibility of being made partners in the paschal 
mystery. In a way, when a friend offers that "we all 
have our crosses to bear," as followers of Jesus we 
can be assured that yes, but it is only one, and it 
really isn't very heavy at all! 



FOOTBALLMANIA RAFFLE TICKETS 
 Tickets for the St. Jerome School's FootballMa-
nia Raffle are on sale. Each $20 ticket has 11 chances to 
win a share of $925 in weekly prize money for 17 
weeks. Incentives are being offered to those who would 
like to become a ticket seller. Contact Jan Ferro (312-
560-3864), Pauline Dengler (312-375-5416), or School 
Office (312-842-7668). 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 
Registration for religious education classes will 

be in our School Hall today, September 13, from 9:30 
a.m. to noon. The annual tuition: one student $65; two 
or more students from the same family $85. There is a 
$25 per student book fee. The late registration fee is 
$100. Classes will start on Sunday, Sep 20, at 9:30 a.m. 
Let the start of the new CCD year be a success. 

“SPRED” - SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
  Would you like to join a small group from St. 
Jerome to observe a SPRED community evening for age 
11 to 16? The next observation session will be on Tues-
day, September 22, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 2956 S. Lowe 
Ave. For more info call 312-842-1039 or contact Ellen 
O’Donnell 312-498-8127. 

PARISH FAMILY ALBUM
  This fall we will start producing our new Parish 
Family Album. Please, be part of our Parish Directory. 
Let us put names with faces. We have chosen to par-
tner with Lifetouch for professional photography that 
will connect our members and tell our parish story. 
Each family will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait 
and directory for participating. We will start taking pho-
tos on Thursday, September 24. We need you to make 
our parish family album complete. 

RESPECT LIFE - BABY BOTTLE PROJECT
 Beginning on Sunday, October 4, our parish will 
be participating in the Baby Bottle Project benefiting 
The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland. This 
non-profit organization directly assists mothers and fa-
milies experiencing crisis pregnancies by offering emo-
tional, financial, material, and spiritual support through 
counseling, clothing & monetary provisions, prayer, and 

other aid. 
 Please, take home a baby bottle and 
use it to collect any change you may have. 
When the bottle is full simply return it to the 
church. Your contribution will help women in 
our area who are experiencing crisis pregnan-
cies. Please note the Baby Bottles cost almost 
$1 per bottle and are recycled afterwards so 
please return upon completion of the project. 
Thank you for helping defend life. 

PART-TIME OFFICE ASSISTANT WANTED 
 Dalcamo Funeral Home is in search of a part-
time office assistant. Interested candidates must have 
knowledge of computer software, be flexible on daily 
start times, adapt to a high paced work environment, be 
capable to complete light cleaning and lifting of some 
objects, and other duties as assigned. Must be willing to 
work one (1) Saturday a month. Interested candidates 
should send resume to dalcamofh@yahoo.com or 312-
842-8684 (fax) or call 312-842-8681. 

DALCAMO FUNERAL HOME 
Family Owned and Operated Since 1939 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 ZUMBA - If you want to get in shape and have 
fun - join Zumba every Tuesday and Thursday in the 
Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Book Club is cancelled for Sep-
tember. Next meeting will be on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 14, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. They are reading 
“The Runaway Jury” by John Grisham. 
 AA - AA meetings are held every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m. in Upper Small Hall. This is a wonderful 
group of people who are following the 12 step pro-
gram. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 9 
p.m. This is a time to pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, September 20 

Croatian School parents’ meeting 
• Thursday, September 24 

Start of Parish Family Album Project 
• Saturday, September 26 

HSA Fall Fest 
• Sunday, September 27 

Luncheon to benefit church in Risovac (BiH) 
• Wednesday, September 30 

Feast day of St. Jerome 

• Sunday, October 4 
Respect Life Sunday - Baby Bottle Project 

• Friday, October 16 
Bach Ensemble concert 

• Sunday, October 25 
Croatian Women Fashion Show 

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

II) Richard Louzon & Sarah Williams 
III) Karl Olson & Molly Strzelecki 





LOVE IS OUR MISSION:  
THE FAMILY FULLY ALIVE

 The World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia 
aims to lead families to know their importance as a 
gift from God and to help them open their hearts to 
Jesus Christ. The family “is the place where we feel 
most loved, most protected, most safe, valued,” said 
Fr. William Donovan, one of the meeting’s main or-
ganizers. “In the natural economy of things, one 
could say after the gift of life itself, the second great-
est gift God has given us is family. The reason is beca-
use, once God gives us life, he also wants us to have 
a full life. He wants us to be loved, to be protected, 
to be safe, to be secure, to be valued.” 
 This year's World Meeting of Families will ta-
ke place from September 22-27 with the theme “Lo-
ve is Our Mission: The Family Fully Alive.” Its closing 
Mass with Pope Francis will mark the end of his first 
visit to the United States. The meeting also includes 
presentations, testimonies, and other events. “The 
idea is that we want to try to bring as many resourc-
es and assistance to the human family so that they 
can understand and execute its role as a place of lo-
ve,” said Fr. Donovan. 
 Pope St. John Paul II founded the international 
event in 1994 to encourage families and to strength-
en familial bonds. The event takes place every 3 years 
in a different city around the world. The event is a 
celebration of the importance, the nature, the dignity, 
and the beauty of the family. 
 One of the tasks involved in promoting the 
World Meeting of Families was in spreading aware-
ness. Although the event has been taking place for 
more than 20 years, many Americans were unaware 
of it. “Of course, with the Holy Father`s coming, and 
that brings a great attention to it,” Fr. Donovan said. 
 Observing the particular care which Pope 
Francis has shown to the family since the beginning of 
his papacy, Fr. Donovan recalled in particular the 
image of the family being the first school, the first 
Church, and – especially – the first hospital. “This 

image is particularly captivating because when we talk 
about the families as being the first hospital, we talk-
ed about wounds, or weakness,” he said. “The Holy 
Father is interested in attending particularly to the 
wounds and weaknesses of the human family.” 
 The weeklong World Meeting of Families will 
be divided into three parts: an international congress 
from September 22-25, consisting of presentations by 
experts on the family; an artistic festival with Pope 
Francis, which will include testimonies by one family 
from each continent; and finally, outdoor Mass on 
Sunday in Philadelphia's Benjamin Franklin Parkway. 
“Perhaps one can say that the human mind is nou-
rished by the Congress, the human heart will be nur-
tured by the cultural celebration and the spirit will be 
nurtured by the Mass,” Fr. Donovan said. 
 Meeting organizers wanted the selection of 
speakers to showcase both the uniqueness of indivi-
duals and the shared experience which being part of 
a family brings. “Just like each person is a unique gift 
of God -- but there is something common in the hu-
man experience that we can all share about the digni-
ty of a human person -- the same thing is with the 
family,” he said. Organizers wanted the speakers to 
convey how “every family is a unique and irreproduc-
ible gift of God, but there’s something common to all 
families.”
 Any man and woman of goodwill, both from 
within and outside the Church, can participate in the 
importance and the dignity of the family. However, 
the primary aim of the organizers is to lead families 
closer to Christ. It would be wonderful if each per-
son can take away something that makes him or her 
a better person, and improves their family: opening 
their minds and hearts to Christ will improve them-
selves and their families. This is our hope: to bring 
greater happiness, greater peace, greater security, 
and salvation, to our families. This year's World 
Meeting of Families will be the 8th of its kind, and the 
first to take place in the United States. The last 
World Meeting of Families was held in Milan in 2012. 


