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25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
 It is perhaps one of the most exciting and 
yet frightening times of a young couple's lives. From 
the moment they discover that they are expecting 
a child to the very moment that he or she enters 
the world, the parents-to-be are filled with joy, but 
also concern. Will their baby be healthy? Today's 
doctors can detect health issues long before the 
baby is born; if something is discovered, how does 
the young couple receive the news? Are they faced 
with difficult decisions, or are they bolstered by the 
message found in today's Gospel? 

Given the circumstances of today's fast-
paced life, it is difficult to imagine the pace of life in 
Jesus' day. On a journey by foot through Galilee, 
Jesus and his disciples had many hours to discuss 
the meaning of life and the role of Christ in their 
lives. He tried to explain his final days and hours, 
but even with seemingly all the time in the world, 
they did not grasp the immense message he was 
giving them. Perhaps seeking an easier way to say it, 
he held a small child, telling them that if they accept 
an innocent child, they are accepting him, and in 
accepting him, they are accepting God. 

In praying the Lord's Prayer, we first and 
foremost proclaim "Our Father." This is done with 
the intent to remind us that in order to be fully re-
vealed in our hearts, we must appear to God as 
innocents, children willing to accept his love uncon-
ditionally. We are asking for a purification of our 
hearts. As Jesus held that small child out to his dis-
ciples, he gave absolutely no conditions as to ac-
ceptance of a child. As innocents, children are the 
symbol of the purity of life and the purity of the 
love Jesus has for us all. 



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED
 Hermann Woratschek, 90. Husband of 
+Mary (nee Ebend); father of Hermann Jr. (Janet), John 
and Mary (Michael) Panzegraf; grandfather of 2; great 
grandfather of 5. He was buried on Saturday, Septem-
ber 19, at St. Mary Cemetery, Evergreen Park, IL. 
 May he rest in peace. 

TODAY’S SECOND COLLECTION 
This Sunday we have a second collection for 

THE FORMATION AND TRAINING OF SEMINARI-
ANS in the Archdiocese of Chicago. Let us support se-
minarians on their journey toward their ordination to 
the priesthood.  

FOOTBALLMANIA RAFFLE TICKETS 
 Tickets for the St. Jerome School's FootballMa-
nia Raffle are on sale. Each $20 ticket has 11 chances to 
win a share of $925 in weekly prize money for each of 
the 17 weeks of this fundraiser. Incentives are being 
offered to those who would like to become a ticket 
seller. Contact Jan Ferro (312-560-3864), Pauline Den-
gler (312-375-5416), or School Office (312-842-7668).
 Don’t be a bench-warmer - get in the game and 
get your tickets today! 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Registration education classes are starting this 

Sunday, September 20, at 9:30 a.m. The annual tuition: 
one student $65; two or more students from the same 
family $85. There is a $25 per student book fee. The la-
te registration fee is $100. 

“SPRED” - SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
  Would you like to join a small group from St. 
Jerome to observe a SPRED community evening for age 
11 to 16? The next observation session will be on Tues-
day, September 22, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 2956 S. Lowe 
Ave. For more info call 312-842-1039 or contact Ellen 
O’Donnell 312-498-8127. 

PARISH FAMILY ALBUM
  This fall we will start producing our new Parish 
Family Album. Please, be part of our Parish Directory. 
Let us put names with faces. We have chosen to par-
tner with Lifetouch for professional photography that 
will connect our members and tell our parish story. 
Each family will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait 
and directory for participating. We will start taking pho-
tos on Thursday, September 24. We need you to make 
our parish family album complete. 

FEAST OF ST. JEROME - OUR PATRON SAINT 
We celebrate the feast of St. Jerome (patron 

saint of our parish) on Wednesday, September 30. 

RESPECT LIFE - BABY BOTTLE PROJECT
 Beginning on Sunday, October 4, our parish will 
be participating in the Baby Bottle Project benefiting 
The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland. This 
non-profit organization assists mothers and families ex-
periencing crisis pregnancies by offering emotional, fi-
nancial, material, and spiritual support through counsel-
ing, clothing & monetary provisions, prayer... 
 Please, take home a baby bottle and 
use it to collect any change you may have. 
When the bottle is full simply return it to the 
church. Please note the Baby Bottles cost al-
most $1 per bottle and are recycled after-
wards so please return upon completion of 
the project. Thank you for helping defend life. 

2ND ANNUAL ITALIAN FESTIVAL 
Old Neighborhood Italian American Club is 

inviting us for a 2nd Annual Italian Festival on Saturday, 
September 26, at 3031 S. Shields Ave. Festival will be 
from noon to 10 p.m. For more information call 312-
326-6420. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 ZUMBA - If you want to get in shape and have 
fun - join Zumba every Tuesday and Thursday in the 
Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Book Club is cancelled for Sep-
tember. Next meeting will be on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 14, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. They are reading 
“The Runaway Jury” by John Grisham. 
 AA - AA meetings are held every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m. in Upper Small Hall. This is a nice group of 
people who are following the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 9 
p.m. This is a time to pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, September 20 

Croatian School parents’ meeting 
• Thursday, September 24 

Start of Parish Family Album Project 
• Saturday, September 26 

HSA Fall Fest 
• Sunday, September 27 

Luncheon to benefit church in Risovac (BiH) 
• Wednesday, September 30 

Feast day of St. Jerome 

• Sunday, October 4 
Respect Life Sunday - Baby Bottle Project 

• Friday, October 16 
Bach Ensemble concert 

• Saturday, October 24 
2nd Club Sinj Dinner 



WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

I) Nicholas Jadri  & Angela Baji
III) Richard Louzon & Sarah Williams 



POPE FRANCIS’ US VOYAGE:
WHAT AWAITS THE HOLY FATHER? 

 In his July 13 in-flight interview to Rome from 
Paraguay, Pope Francis indicated that he would “have 
to begin to study” for his first trip to the United Sta-
tes. Time will tell if his preparation has paid off. 
 Francis will become the third pope to visit 
the White House, when President Barack Obama 
welcomes him there at the beginning of his much an-
ticipated five-and-a-half day apostolic voyage (Sep-
tember 22 to 27). 
 The intense, three-city visit will include the 
canonization Mass of Junípero Serra in Washington, 
addresses to Congress and the United Nations and 
two papal Masses at the World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia. 
 It will be the Holy Father’s first ever visit to 
the United States and will follow a visit of three full 
days to Cuba. 
 Much of the focus of the trip will be on what 
the Pope says during the 14 addresses scheduled 
during the visit, with all eyes closely on his speech to 
Congress on the morning of Sept. 24. 
 The Pope will want to help the American 
people to “recognize the tender mercy of God and 

to encourage them to true conversion,” said Fr. Ro-
bert Gahl, an American priest and associate profe-
ssor of moral philosophy at the Pontifical University 
of the Holy Cross in Rome. “He will speak to hearts 
through practical gestures.” 
 But Fr. Gahl said observers would “err to in-
terpret the Pope’s words through the lens of partisan 
politics or false alternatives like right vs. left or capi-
talism vs. communism. Pope Francis will speak about 
political issues, but from a pastoral perspective and 
with the heart of a shepherd.” 
 He expects him to address hot-button issues 
such as immigration, abortion, climate change, marri-
age and the death penalty. “Probably, he will address 
at least five of these issues,” he said, “and he will do 
so with concern for the poor and the marginalized. 
He will not speak about these issues to score points 
for one candidate or another or for one party or 
another. He will assert that we all have an obligation 
to care for refugees and for the poor, whether or 
not they are U.S. citizens.” 
 Furthermore, Fr. Gahl expects the Pope to 
defend “the permanence of marriage” and the need 
for marital fidelity, with special concern for children 
suffering from divorce. He also thinks the Pope will 
call for “an executive amnesty” to pardon repentant 
criminals, as well as an end to the death penalty. On 
his last day, the Pope is to visit to detainees at Cu-
rran-Fromhold Correctional Facility in Philadelphia.  
 The Pope is to speak to congressional leaders 
in English, but almost all of his other addresses and 
homilies will be in Spanish, including his speech to the 
United Nations. Any extemporaneous comments, 
which Francis often likes to include, are also expect-
ed to be in Spanish. 
 Inside sources say that relations between the 
Holy See and the U.S. are as strong as they were un-
der the Bush administration, and although there are 
major differences over life and family issues, when it 
comes to dealing with “hot spots” around the world, 
the two “work together well.” 


