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26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
 Envy and jealousy are emotions we're all 
familiar with; they seem to appear with ease and 
yet are almost impossible to suppress or destroy. 
A coworker receives a promotion, and perhaps we 
wonder why it wasn't us. A neighbor announces 
she is building a new house, and suddenly our 
house is showing its age. A friend finds time to vol-
unteer at a homeless shelter and participates in 
several ministries at your parish, all the while smil-
ing about his life, and you wonder how negative his 
home life must be. Yet when you are blessed with 
good fortune by God, aren't you ready to shout it 
from the rooftops? 

In today's Gospel reading, the disciples of 
Jesus have witnessed someone casting out demons 
in the name of Christ. Yet, as they point out, this 
person hasn't spent the time they have, following 
closely in the company of Jesus and listening to his 
teachings. Surely he can't be qualified, they say. Je-
sus gently reminds his disciples that any person 
who attempts to do truly good things in his name is 
a child of God. Perhaps the disciples were a bit en-
vious; perhaps they failed to recognize that the abil-
ities of this person were gifts from God, and in at-
tempting to stop him they were attempting to deny 
God's wisdom in granting such gifts. 

Jesus tells us the second greatest command-
ment, after loving God with all our hearts, is to 
love our neighbors as ourselves. The tenth com-
mandment serves to instill in us the desire to abol-
ish envy and jealously completely. If we are willing 
to acknowledge that everything we have and are is 
a gift of God, we cannot afford to challenge God's 
wisdom in his gifts to others. 



FEAST OF ST. JEROME - OUR PATRON SAINT 
We celebrate the feast of St. Jerome (patron 

saint of our parish) on Wednesday, September 30. 

OCTOBER - MONTH OF MARY 
 The month of October is dedicated to Mary. 
On October 7 the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is 
celebrated. During October we pray rosary before Sun-
day Masses. Join us! 

OCTOBER MASS ATTENDANCE COUNT 
 For the 4 Sundays in October, every Catholic 
parish is required to take a count of the number of pe-
ople attending each Mass. This is an important source 
of information when the Archdiocese plans and makes 
decisions about the future. 

FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 St. Francis showed care for all of God’s crea-
tion: people, animals and nature. We will have a blessing 
of the animals on Friday, October 2, at 2:30 p.m. in our 
Old Parking Lot. Bring cats, dogs, birds and all other 
God’s creatures. We will pray for welfare of animals 
and those who take care of them. 
 We remember the passing (Transitus) of St. 
Francis of Assisi to eternal life on the evening of Octo-
ber 3. The Croatian Franciscans of St. Anthony’s Friary 
in Hyde Park invites you for this special prayer service. 
It will be held in the chapel on Saturday, October 3, at 
7 p.m. The feast of St. Francis is celebrated Sunday, Oc-
tober 4. We will pray for all members of the Franciscan 
family, especially for those who served in our parish. 

RESPECT LIFE - BABY BOTTLE PROJECT
 Beginning on Sunday, October 4, our parish will 
be participating in the Baby Bottle Project benefiting 
The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland. This 
non-profit organization assists mothers and families ex-
periencing crisis pregnancies by offering emotional, fi-
nancial, material, and spiritual support through counsel-
ing, clothing & monetary provisions, prayer... 
 Please, take home a baby bottle and use it to 
collect any change you may have. When the bottle is 
full simply return it to the church. Please note the Baby 
Bottles cost almost $1 per bottle and are recycled af-
terwards so please return upon completion of the pro-
ject. Thank you for helping defend life. 

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE 
 Join the 2015 Public Square Rosary Crusade. 
We are all in need of prayer, repentance and conver-
sion. We ask God to save America through the Rosary 
of his Most Holy Mother. Please, join us in praying for 
our nation on Saturday, October 10 at noon. The Ro-
sary Rally will take place in front of Our Lady of Medju-
gorje statue (next to the School). 

CROATIAN WOMAN
ANNUAL FASHION SHOW
 Croatian Woman society invites you to its An-
nual Fashion Show. Fashion Show will be held on Sun-
day, October 25 at Ashton Place in Willowbrook, IL. 
Doors open at 12:30 and luncheon begins at 1:30 p.m. 
You can buy tickets from members of society. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
We started with religious education classes. 

The annual tuition: one student $65; two or more stu-
dents from the same family $85. There is a $25 per stu-
dent book fee. 

PARISH FAMILY ALBUM
  This fall we will start producing our new Parish 
Family Album. Please, be part of our Parish Directory. 
Let us put names with faces. We have chosen to par-
tner with Lifetouch for professional photography that 
will connect our members and tell our parish story. 
Each family will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait 
and directory for participating. We need you to make 
our parish family album complete.

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 ZUMBA - If you want to get in shape and have 
fun - join Zumba every Tuesday and Thursday in the 
Big Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wed-
nesday, October 14, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. 
They are reading “The Runaway Jury” by John Grisham. 
 AA - Meetings are held every Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. in Upper Small Hall. This is a nice group of 
people who are following the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 9 
p.m. This is a time to pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, September 27 

Luncheon to benefit church in Risovac (BiH) 
• Wednesday, September 30 

Feast day of St. Jerome 

• Friday, October 2 
Blessing of animals 

• Sunday, October 4 
- Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

 - Respect Life Sunday - Baby Bottle Project 
• Saturday, October 10 

Public Square Rosary Crusade 
• Friday, October 16 

Bach Ensemble concert 
• Saturday, October 24 

2nd Club Sinj Dinner 
• Sunday, October 25 

Croatian Women Fashion Show 



WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

I) Rex Cayer & Lauren Senjanin 
II) Nicholas Jadri  & Angela Baji



POPE FRANCIS DECLARES: 
JUNIPERO SERRA IS A SAINT 

 Celebrating his first Mass in the US on Wed-
nesday, September 23, Pope Francis declared a new 
saint of the United States. Fr. Junipero Serra, a Spa-
nish Franciscan priest known for starting 9 missions 
in the 18th century in what is today the US state of 
California, was raised to the glory of the altars during 
a solemn open-air Mass at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, in the US ca-
pital, Washington, DC. 
 The Pope was accorded a state welcome at 
the White House by President Barack Obama, after 
which he met US bishops in St. Matthew's Cathe-
dral. The canonization rite at the start of the evening 
Mass included a biography of Fr. Serra and the chant-
ing of the Litany of the Saints. Pope Francis then pro-
nounced the formula of canonization, officially declar-
ing Junipero Serra a saint. 

 In his homily, Pope 
Francis held up the figure of 
America’s new Saint, Junipero 
Serra, as a model of one who 
having experienced the joy of 
God’s merciful anointing, in 
turn went out to joyfully pro-
claim the Good News to all 
people, leaving behind the se-
curity and apathy of his com-
fort and home. Taking his cue 
from St. Paul who invited Phi-
lippians to “Rejoice in the Lord 

always,” Pope Francis, delivering the entire homily in 
Spanish, said the desire for a fulfilling, meaningful and 
joyful life is something all have in their hearts. The 
struggles of everyday life seems to  stand in the way 
of this invitation to rejoice. Our daily routine, he 
said, can often lead us to a kind of glum  apathy which 
gradually becomes a habit, making our hearts grow 
numb.  But against this, Jesus offers us the answer. He 
says, “Go forth! Proclaim! The joy of the Gospel is 
something to be experienced, something to be 
known and lived  only through giving it away, through 
giving ourselves away. ” “For the source of our joy is 
“an endless desire to show mercy, the  fruit of our 
own experience of the power of the Father’s infinite 
mercy,” the Pope stressed. 
 The Pope said that Jesus intended his Good 
News for all, embracing life as he saw it, in faces of  

pain, hunger, sickness and sin, in faces of wounds, of 
thirst, of weariness, doubt and pity. He said, Jesus
embraced life as he found it, whether dirty, unkempt 
or broken, and urges us to go out to tell the good 
news fearlessly, without prejudice,  without superiori-
ty, without condescension, to all those who have lost 
the joy of living. Go out to proclaim the merciful em-
brace of the Father…who wants to anoint them with 
the oil of hope, the oil od salvation. 
 The Pope explained that mission is never the 
fruit of a perfect planned program, but is always the 
fruit of a life which knows what it is to be found and 
healed, encountered and  forgiven. Mission is born of 
a constant experience of God’s merciful anointing.  In 
this regard, Pope Francis recalled the document of 
the Latin American Bishops, saying “life grows by be-
ing given away, and it weakens in isolation and com-
fort.” And one such person who witnessed to the joy 
of the Gospel in these  lands, the Pope said, is Fr. Juní-
pero Serra. He was the embodiment of “a Church 
which goes forth”, a Church  which sets out to bring 
everywhere the reconciling tenderness of God. Juní-
pero Serra left his native  land and its way of life, and 
learned how to bring to birth and  nurture God’s life 
in the faces of everyone he met. Junípero  sought to 
defend the dignity of the native community, to pro-
tect it from those who had mistreated  and abused 
it. The Pope said mistreatment and wrongs still 
trouble us today, especially because of the hurt  which
they cause in the lives of many people. 


