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Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





4TH SUNDAY  
OF EASTER
 We can't approach 
the highly symbolic lan-
guage of the Book of Rev-
elation with logical think-
ing. If we try to do so, we 
will falter, and miss out on 
the richness of the images 
that are presented to us. 
In today's selection, John 
sees a vast crowd. One of 
the elders tells him that 
these are the ones who 
have survived the time of 
trial. This makes eminent sense since Revelation was 
written at a time when the church was undergoing 
great persecution from both the Jewish leaders who 
were expelling the Jewish followers of Jesus from the 
synagogues, and from Roman officials who saw 
Christians as disruptive apostates since they did not 
acknowledge the Roman gods. The ones who have 
survived "have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb" (7:14). 

Here is where logic fails. Every laundry deter-
gent bottle and stain-fighting additive will tell you 
that you don't make something white by washing it in 
blood. But when we immerse ourselves in the sym-
bolism, we understand what the writer intends. 
Through the shedding of his blood on the cross, the 
Lamb of God (Jesus) cleanses us from sin. Like the 
white garment given at baptism to symbolize new life, 
those who have remained faithful during trial and 
persecution share in the victory of the One who 
conquered sin and death. 

The message for us today is that Christ has 
brought us into the fold, and that we are called to be 
faithful no matter what may beset us in life. It is un-
likely that any of us will face overt persecution for 
what we believe. But we must also guard against the 
subtle denials of Christ that sometimes creep into 
our daily lives. 

Today is World Day of Prayer for Vocations. 
Please pray for our priests, brothers, deacons, and 
women and men in consecrated life, that they be 
great witnesses to the whole Church and that their 
examples strengthen within our youth the desire to 
seek God's will for their lives.



WORLD DAY OF  
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
 Today we pray that young people from our parish 
will recognize that God is calling them also, and that they 
will have courage to respond. No vocation is born of itself or 
lives for itself. A vocation flows from the heart of God and blos-
soms in the good soil of faithful people, in the experience of 
fraternal love. (Pope Francis)  

MAY - MONTH OF MARY  
 The month of May is the "month which the piety of 
the faithful has especially dedicated to Our Blessed Lady. Dur-
ing this month Christians, both in church and in the privacy of 
the home, offer up to Mary from their hearts an especially 
fervent and loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this 
month, too, the benefits of God's mercy come down to us from 
her throne in greater abundance" (Pope Bl. Paul VI). During 
May we plan to pray rosary before Sunday Masses. There 
are many intentions to pray for. Would you join us? 

FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATION 
 Our second graders will celebrate their First Holy 
Communion on Sunday, May 1, at the Mass at 1:30 p.m. 
Please, keep all of our young people in your prayers. We 
hope that receiving Jesus in the Sacraments may never 
become routine, for them or for us. 

MAY CROWNING
 May Crowning celebration will be on Thursday, 
May 5, at 7 p.m. in the church. Join us for a special devo-
tion to Our Lady, our Queen and Mother. 

MOTHER’S DAY FLOWER SALE  
 Flowers will be sold after Masses on Sunday, May 
8. Beautiful bouquets of fresh-cut flowers make a wonder-
ful gift for any Mom, Step-Mom, Mother-in-law or Gand-
mother. Proceeds will be used to help young women who 
are in a crisis pregnancy situation and seeking assistance 
through The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland. 
Please, support this life-saving cause. 
 Last year, The Women’s Centers provided com-
passionate counseling, social services referrals and materi-
al goods assistance to over 3,500 women who were facing 
crisis pregnancies. Since its founding in 1984, The Wom-
en’s Centers have helped saved more than 39,000 babies 
and their mothers from the tragedy of abortion. 

CROATIAN DAYS AT DALEY PLAZA
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE  
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
 Enjoy Croatian culture on Daley Plaza on Friday, 
May 13. Speeches and cultural performances will take 
place at noon. On Saturday, May 14, there will be a book 
presentation by Ve ernji list journalist. On Sunday, May 15, 
there will be an exclusive premiere of “Život s prijevo-
dom” with lunch at the Croatian Cultural Center. 

MLADIFEST 2016
 Mladifest is a youth rally for all Croatian Catholics 
throughout the USA and Canada who wish to participate 
in a different and eye opening weekend-long event. It is 
not necessary to speak Croatian, but you must be at least 
16 years old and not older than 30. So far, three Mla-
difests were held in Norval, ON, Canada. Mladifest 2016 
will be hosted by Sacred Heart Croatian Parish in Milwau-
kee, WI from June 3-5. For more details & to register see: 
milwaukeemladifest.com or croatiancatholicyouth.com.

VOLUNTEER CATECHISTS WANTED 
 We are looking for a few good men and woman 
to teach CCD in school year 2016-2017. If you are look-
ing for ways to make meaningful contributions to our 
church, or to help our children be all they can be - be-
come a CCD teacher. Assistance and training will be pro-
vided so you will be prepared to be an effective teacher. 
Please, call the Parish office and talk to one of our priests.

ARE YOU A REGISTERED PARISHIONER?  
 If you attend Mass here regularly, we encourage 
you to register as a member of St. Jerome. Registering is 
important because:  If a parish doesn’t know who is out 
there, how can it adequately serve the needs of all - espe-
cially those who may not see the immediate need to reg-
ister?  Registering in the parish also makes the process 
much easier when it is time for baptism, religious educa-
tion, weddings and when asked to be a sponsor for bap-
tism or confirmation.  Registered parishioners receive all 
mailings sent throughout the year, as well as helpful infor-
mation about our many parish ministries and activities. 
 We welcome anyone who wants to share in the 
life of St. Jerome Parish regardless of where they live. 

Registering is easy! Just drop us a note through 
email or stop by at the Parish Office. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Big Hall 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 AA (12 step program) - Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Upper Small Hall. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thursday 
from 7 to 8 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 



WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

II) Michael Miceli & Ivana Juriši



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO  
PARISHIONER SURVEY

When Archbishop Cupich announced 
the “Renew My Church” initiative in Ja-
nuary of this year, he invited everyone in 
the Archdiocese of Chicago to participate 
in the process of revitalizing our parish co-
mmunities. Your help is needed as the 
Archdiocese begins a new listening phase 
of this important effort.  

Please, take time and respond to a 
survey that is designed to help Archdioce-
se better understand the perspectives of 
Catholics across Cook and Lake Counties. 

We encourage you to complete this 
survey online. The survey is available at 
www.archchicago.org/renew.

SAVE THE DATE 
• Saturday, April 23 
 Cardinal Stepinac Kolo Group Annual Concert 

• Sunday, May 1 
 - First Holy Communion - Prva sv. Pri est
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
• Thursday, May 5 
 May Crowning 
• Sunday, May 8 
 Mother’s Day celebration (by Croatian School) 
• Friday, May 13 - Sunday, May 15 
 Croatian Days in Chicago 
• Sunday, May 15 
 Club Sinj Memorial Mass and Luncheon 

• Saturday, June 4 
 St. Anthony Novena - every evening 
• Sunday, June 5 
 - Health Fair by Mercy Hospital 
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 

Pope Francis' New Exhortation 
AMORIS LAETITIA - THE JOY OF LOVE (I) 
by bishop Robert Barron
 On a spring day about five years ago, when I 
was rector of Mundelein Seminary, Francis Cardinal 
George spoke to the assembled student body. He 
congratulated those proudly orthodox seminarians 
for their devotion to the dogmatic and moral truths 
proposed by the Church, but he also offered some 
pointed pastoral advice. He said that it is insufficient 
simply to drop the truth on people and then smugly 
walk away. Rather, he insisted, you must accompany 
those you have instructed, committing yourself to 
helping them integrate the truth that you have shar-
ed. I thought of this intervention by the late Cardinal 
often as I was reading Pope Francis’s apostolic ex-
hortation Amoris Laetitia. If I might make bold to su-
mmarize a complex 264-page document, I would say 
that Pope Francis wants the truths regarding marri-
age, sexuality, and family to be unambiguously declar-
ed, but that he also wants the Church’s ministers to 
reach out in mercy and compassion to those who 
struggle to incarnate those truths in their lives.  
 In regard to the moral objectivities of marri-
age, the Pope is bracingly clear. He unhesitatingly 
puts forward the Church’s understanding that auth-
entic marriage is between a man and a woman, who 
have committed themselves to one another in per-
manent fidelity, expressing their mutual love and 
openness to children, and abiding as a sacrament of 
Christ’s love for his Church (52, 71). He bemoans 
any number of threats to this ideal, including moral 
relativism, a pervasive cultural narcissism, the ideo-
logy of self-invention, pornography, the “throwaway” 
society, etc. He explicitly calls to our attention the 
teaching of Pope Paul VI in Humanae Vitae regarding
the essential connection between the unitive and the 
procreative dimensions of conjugal love (80). More-
over, he approvingly cites the consensus of the re-
cent Synod on the Family that homosexual relation-
ships cannot be considered even vaguely analogous 
to what the Church means by marriage (251). He is 
especially strong in his condemnation of ideologies 
that dictate that gender is merely a social construct 
and can be changed or manipulated according to our 
choice (56). Such moves are tantamount, he argues, 
to forgetting the right relationship between creature 
and Creator.


