
2823 S. Princeton Ave. •• Cardinal Stepinac Way 
Chicago, IL 60616 

Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





CHRISTMAS AT GRECCIO
What better way to welcome the arrival of 

the Christ Child than to take a brief journey to 
Greccio, the spot in central Italy where St. Francis 
of Assisi created the first Christmas crib in the 
year 1223.

Francis, recalling a visit he had made years 
before to Bethlehem, resolved to create the man-
ger he had seen there. The ideal spot was a cave in 
nearby Greccio. He would find a baby (we’re not 
sure if it was a live infant or the carved image of a 
baby), hay upon which to lay him, an ox and an ass 
to stand beside the manger. Word went out to the 
people of the town. At the appointed time they 
arrived carrying torches and candles.  

One of the friars began celebrating Mass. 
Francis himself gave the homily. His biographer, 
Thomas of Celano, recalls that Francis “stood be-
fore the manger…overcome with love and filled 
with a wonderful happiness…” For Francis, the 
simple celebration was meant to recall the hard-
ships Jesus suffered even as an infant, a savior who 
chose to become poor for our sake, a truly human 
Jesus.

On Christmas day, as we pray around the 
Christmas cribs in church and in our homes, we 
welcome into our hearts that same Savior. 

Dear parishioners, friends and benefactors! 
May the Incarnated Word of God - Jesus Christ, the newborn baby from the 

Bethlehem manger, bring love and God’s closeness to every human heart. 
May Christ be born in our midst and bring us peace and goodness. 

We wish you a Merry and Blessed Christmas 
Fr. Ivica and Fr. Stipe 



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 
Michael John “Tank” Hopp, 52. Son of Rich-

ard and +Mary Ann Hopp; brother of Mark J. (Kelly) 
Hopp, Joe (Minyon Favela) Cervantes, Janet Cervantes, 
Jason (Andrea Godinez) Cervantes, Richard Hopp, Law-
rence (Mary) Hopp, Keith (Joyce) Hopp, and Brian (Faith) 
Hopp; uncle of Ginamarie (Timothy Clark), Mark David, 
Angela (Erni Ponticiello) Hopp and many nieces and neph-
ews. Funeral prayer service was celebrated on Sunday, 
December 18, at Dalcamo Funeral Home, Chicago, IL. 
 May he rest in peace. 

THANK YOU WITH OUR WHOLE HEART
Dear friends and parishioners, thank you for all 

the moments we have been together in Advent and now 
in Christmas season! 

Thank you for making it a priority to partici-
pate in our celebrations, concerts, programs and events. 

Thank you for all of your gifts to our parish 
with which you unselfishly help the life of our parish com-
munity. May the good God abundantly reward you! 

Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, good 
wishes, cards and gifts to us, your priests, during this holy 
season, and for your generous love! 

A special thanks to everyone who in this busy 
past weeks found time to help in the cleaning that pre-
pared our church for these glorious days. Thank you for 
your time, effort and dedication. 

Our particular gratitude goes out to Louis Scal-
ise and Kenny Zekich for festively decorating our church. 
Their devotion helps lift up all our hearts to give glory to 
God! 

Thanks to all of you who donated for the beau-
tiful flowers adorning our church these holy days. 

For all of charitable works you have done in 
the weeks before Christmas (Baby Bottles and Advent 
Giving Tree). Thank you for responding so generously to 
the invitation to buy gifts for needy children. 

Thanks to all who donate food for the poor 
and homeless! Your response has been truly impressive. 

We are especially grateful for your Christmas 
witness of love and faith in Christ our Lord. Together we 
go forward in that faith into 2017! 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS WITH LOVE

from your Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica and Fr. Stipe 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Boxes of offertory envelopes are in the entrance 
area of the church. Please, pick up your boxes as soon as 
possible. Thank you for your financial support through the 
year. Please, let us know if you are regular parishioner but 
without offertory envelopes. 

CALENDARS
 St. Jerome wall calendars for 
2017 are available in the entrance area 
of the church thanks to Michael Coletta 
Sons Funeral Home. 

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 Every second Sunday of month young adults of 
our parish get together to pray, sing, and plan activities. 
Gathering is held in the Parish Office starting at 12:15 
p.m. Upcoming dates: January 8, February 12. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wed-
nesday, January 11, 2017, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small 
Hall. We are reading “Lines” by a Chicago author Geralyn 
Hesslau Magrady. She will be at our meeting.  

PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY LAND  
IN OCCASION OF 90TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CROATIAN FRANCISCAN CUSTODY  
 From time to time we all need to step back from 
life and take another look at who we are, what we are 
here for, what matters most, and what matters least. 
 Join the Croatian Franciscan Custody of Holy Fa-
mily in celebrating 90th Anniversary of life and work with 
people of our parish communities in USA and Canada. In 
occasion of that anniversary join us on the journey follow-
ing the footsteps of Christ in Holy Land from March 13 to 
24, 2017. We will travel through Galilee, Jerusalem, and 
Bethlehem, actually experiencing the places we have read 
about in the Bible. As you walk where Jesus walked, you 
will too get to know him in a whole new way. This pil-
grimage experience will transform, refocus, and reener-
gize your life. For trip details, cost, and contacts, please, 
visit our parish office. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Saturday, December 31
 - New Year’s Eve Mass of Thanksgiving (5:30 p.m.)
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration (St. Jerome Hall) 
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at Croatian  
 Cultural Center (2845 W. Devon Ave.) 

• Sunday, January 1
 New Year’s Day - Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 



WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

II) Michael Bartoli  & Michelle Roberts 



 This Christmas, let us celebrate anew the fact 
that God has come in the flesh to accompany and save 
us! Let us not forget: Christmas is a season, not just a 
day. The Church celebrates several important feasts 
after December 25, especially: 

January 1 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God (a holy day of obligation) 

January 8 – Feast of the Epiphany 
January 9 – Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

(which traditionally finishes Christmas Season) 


