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Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Waiting can be a time of soul-searching. Are 

we ready to hear the call of the Savior, whose birth 
we are preparing to celebrate? Helpless in Herod's 
prison cell, John the Baptizer is puzzled and discour-
aged, as he faced a similar question. He has gener-
ously pointed Jesus out - as the one who was to 
bring the realization of Israel's hopes; why, he asks 
through his messengers, is God's prophet now suf-
fering in prison at the hands of an unprincipled ty-
rant; why has the mission of Jesus not brought the 
time of justice God's people long for? 

The reading from Isaiah helps us to under-
stand why John is puzzled. This proclamation de-
scribes what can be looked forward to, as a New 
Exodus - a time of liberation, healing and boundless 
joy, as those who have been banished are brought 
back to Zion. But this triumph of God is also descri-
bed as a time of 'vengeance' and 'retribution'. Having 
for centuries lived in bitterness under a series of oc-
cupying powers, the nation's expectations empha-
sized this latter part of the prophets' message. They 
looked forward to a vindictive triumph that would 
crush their hated enemies. This politicized interpre-
tation of Israel's messianic hopes constituted one of 
the main obstacles to Jesus, if he was to bring the 
people to enter into the inauguration of the final 
reign of God - about to take place in his own per-
son. God's triumph would not be the imposition of 
divine power. The coming of God's kingdom would 
involve collaboration on the part of our human free-
dom: inspired and sustained by the example of Jesus 
who gave the needy a privileged place in all that he 
did in the name of his Father, and lived out the 'new 
commandment' of love he had proclaimed. 



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED
Catherine Ferro (nee Previte), 93. Wife of 

+John; mother of Peter, Mary Ann (Angelo) Ciaravino, Di-
sa (Michael) Talarico, and John (Suzanne) Ferro; daughter 
of ++Peter and Rose Previte; grandmother of John (Lisa), 
Lewis John, Anthony Peter, Anthony Angelo, Christin, 
John, and Alexandra; great-grandmother of Johnny and 
Olivia; sister of ++Carmella and Angie; aunt of many niec-
es and nephews. She was buried on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 7, at Queen of Heaven Cemetery, Hillside, IL. 
 May she rest in peace.  

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
 We have an Advent Giving Tree in our church. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to reach out and extend 
a hand to the poor in our area who, without our help, 
would not have Christmas gifts for their children. Please, 
buy a gift, wrap it and bring it back (with a card) by Thurs-
day, December 15. Would you like to volunteer in deliv-
ering these presents? Talk to our priests. 

SECOND COLLECTION 
 Today we have a second collection for the RE-
TIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS. Your contribution 
will greatly assist senior sisters, brothers and religious 
order priests in Chicago area and across the USA who 
benefit from this Fund.  

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 On the second Sunday of each month young 
adults of our parish get together to pray, sing, reflect on 
the Bible, discuss the current topics and plan future activi-
ties. Gathering is held today in the Parish Office starting 
at 12:15 p.m. All youth from the age of 16 to 30 is wel-
come. Upcoming dates: January 8, February 12. 

PARISH CONFESSIONS 
 On Sunday, December 18, at 6 p.m. we will have 
several priests available for the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion. They will hear confessions in a quiet, peaceful atmos-
phere ideal for examining our conscience. Amid all our 
preparations for Christmas, we should not forget the pri-
ority of preparing our souls. 

CHURCH CLEANING FOR CHRISTMAS 
 On Monday, December 19, at 6:30 p.m., please, 
come and help us to clean our church to look nice for 
Christmas. Thank you for your help. 

VISITING SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
 We would like to visit our sick and homebound 
parishioners before Christmas. Let us know if there is 
someone at home, in hospital or somewhere else who 
desires the Sacraments, so that we can visit them. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 If you would like to make a donation in memory 
of your loved ones or in thanksgiving for special events in 
your live, please, see Mary and Louis Scalise, Jan and Ken-
ny Zekich or call our Parish Office. 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Soon you will be able to take your box of enve-
lopes for year 2017. They will be prepared in the en-
trance area of the church. Please, let us know if you are 
regular parishioner but without offertory envelopes. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wed-
nesday, January 11, 2017, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small 
Hall. We are reading “Lines” by a Chicago author Geralyn 
Hesslau Magrady. She will be at our meeting.  

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, December 11
 - Honoring the memory of Franjo Tu man,
 the first president of the Republic of Croatia 
 - Youth/Young Adults Gathering 
• Sunday, December 18
 - Cardinal Stepinac Croatian School  
 Christmas Program 
 - Christmas Confessions for all (6 p.m.) 
• Monday, December 19
 - Christmas Confessions for sick and homebound 
 - Cleaning of the church before Christmas 
• Tuesday, December 20
 St. Jerome School Christmas program  
 in the church (7 p.m.) 
• Saturday, December 24
 - Christmas Eve Children’s Mass (5 p.m.) 
 - Midnight Christmas Mass in Croatian (Polno ka)
• Sunday, December 25
 Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 
• Saturday, December 31
 - New Year’s Eve Mass of Thanksgiving (5:30 p.m.)
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration (St. Jerome Hall) 
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at Croatian  
 Cultural Center (2845 W. Devon Ave.) 

BAPTIZED
In our church was baptized: 
Nicholas Orion Lauras 

(Jeffrie Alan Lauras and Elizabeth J. Rank) 
May God's abundant blessing be always 

with our newly baptized,  
his parents and sponsors! 





FEAST DAY OF ST. LUCY 
PATRON SAINT OF SANTA LUCIA PARISH 
 On Tuesday, December 13, the feast day of St. 
Lucy, Virgin and Martyr - patron saint of our neighboor - 
Santa Lucia parish is celebrated. There will be a vigil Mass 
at Santa Lucia churh on Monday, December 12, at 7 p.m. 
Since St. Lucy is patron saint of those who are praying for 
the health of their eyes, there will be a special celebration 
of sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  
 The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to 
wait until a person is at the point of death to receive the 
Sacrament. A careful judgment about the serious nature 
of the illness is sufficient. The Sacrament may be repeated 
if the sick person recovers after the anointing but becom-
es ill once again, or if, during the same illness, the person's 
condition becomes more serious. A person should be 
anointed before surgery when a dangerous illness is the 
reason for the intervention. Old people may be anointed 
if they are in weak condition even though no dangerous 
illness is present. (Rite of Anointing) 
 On Tuesday, Dec. 13, the feast day of St. Lucy 
there will be 8:15 a.m. and 7 p.m. Masses at Santa Lucia. 

PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY LAND 
IN OCCASION OF 90TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CROATIAN FRANCISCAN CUSTODY  
 From time to time we all need to step back from 
life and take another look at who we are, what we are 
here for, what matters most, and what matters least. 

 Join the Croatian Franciscan Cus-
tody of Holy Family in celebrating 90th 
Anniversary of life and work with people 
of our parish communities in USA and 
Canada. In occasion of that anniversary 
join us on the journey following the foot-

steps of Christ in Holy Land from March 13 to 24, 2017. 
We will travel through Galilee, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem, 
actually experiencing the places we have read about in the 
Bible. As you walk where Jesus walked, you will too get to 
know him in a whole new way. This pilgrimage experience 
will transform, refocus, and reenergize your life. Please, 
register by December 13. For trip details, cost, and con-
tacts, please, see brochures in our church. 


