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Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Angels can be consoling figures but they can 
also be challenging. In biblical tradition, Raphael is the 
guiding, consoling archangel; Michael is the defending 
challenger, the warrior. It is Gabriel who lies in the 
middle: the heralding messenger who shows up with 
puzzling news that requires a response. Imagine the 
reply of a fiancé today who might be told, "The person 
you're engaged to is going to have a baby, but it's not 
yours, but God wants you to marry her anyway." That 
makes it pretty evident why angels are not always wel-
come visitors!  

These final days before Christmas are filled 
with so much running around and preparation that it 
is difficult to grab a moment of peace and quiet. But 
what would you do if an angel showed up on your 
doorstep? You'd have to stop! 



THANK YOU 
 We have an Advent Giving Tree in our church. 
Thank you for participating, reaching out and extending 
a hand to the poor in our area who, without your help, 
would not have Christmas gifts for their children. 

PARISH CONFESSIONS 
 Tonight at 6 p.m. we will have several priests 
available for the sacrament of reconciliation. They will 
hear confessions in a quiet, peaceful atmosphere ideal for 
examining our conscience. Amid all our preparations for 
Christmas, we should not forget the priority of preparing 
our souls. 

VISITING SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
 We would like to visit our sick and homebound 
parishioners before Christmas. Let us know if there is 
someone at home, in hospital or somewhere else who 
desires the Sacraments, so that we can visit them. 

CHURCH CLEANING FOR CHRISTMAS 
 On Monday, December 19, at 6:30 p.m., please, 
come and help us to clean our church to look nice for 
Christmas. Thank you for your help. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 If you would like to make a donation in memory 
of your loved ones or in thanksgiving for special events in 
your live, please, see Mary and Louis Scalise, Jan and Ken-
ny Zekich or call our Parish Office. 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Soon you will be able to take your box of enve-
lopes for year 2017. They will be prepared in the en-
trance area of the church. Please, let us know if you are 
regular parishioner but without offertory envelopes. 

CALENDARS FOR 2017 
 St. Jerome wall calendars for 2017 are available in 
the entrance area of the church thanks to Michael Coletta 
Sons Funeral Home. 

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S MASS 
 Christmas Eve Children's Mass will be on Satur-
day, December 24, at 5 p.m. School children and parish-
ioners, preschool thru 8th grade, are invited to take part. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wed-
nesday, January 11, 2017, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small 
Hall. We are reading “Lines” by a Chicago author Geralyn 
Hesslau Magrady. She will be at our meeting.  

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 Every second Sunday of month young adults of 
our parish get together to pray, sing, and plan activities. 
Gathering is held in the Parish Office starting at 12:15 
p.m. Upcoming dates: January 8, February 12. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, December 18
 - Croatian School Christmas Program 
 - Christmas Confessions for all (6 p.m.) 
• Monday, December 19
 - Christmas Confessions for sick and homebound 
 - Cleaning of the church before Christmas 
• Tuesday, December 20
 St. Jerome School Christmas program  
 in the church (7 p.m.) 
• Saturday, December 24
 - Christmas Eve Children’s Mass (5 p.m.) 
 - Midnight Christmas Mass in Croatian (Polno ka)
• Sunday, December 25
 Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 
• Saturday, December 31
 - New Year’s Eve Mass of Thanksgiving (5:30 p.m.)
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration (St. Jerome Hall) 
 - New Year’s Eve Celebration at Croatian  
 Cultural Center (2845 W. Devon Ave.) 

• Sunday, January 1
 New Year’s Day - Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 

BAPTIZED
In our church were baptized: 

Ronan William Sircher Jurkovi
(Mario and Meghan Macushla) 

Saoirse Delilah Sircher Benabid 
(Zachariah C. Benabid and Molly K. Sircher) 

May God's abundant blessing be always 
with our newly baptized,  

their parents and sponsors! 



WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

I) Michael Bartoli  & Michelle Roberts 



„DO NOT BE AFRAID OF CONFESSION“ 
POPE FRANCIS 

 "Everyone say to himself: 'When was the last 
time I went to confession?' And if it has been a long 
time, don't lose another day! Go, the priest will be 
good. And Jesus, will be there, and Jesus is better than 
the priests - Jesus receives you. He will receive you 
with so much love! Be courageous, and go to confess-
ion," urged Pope Francis. 
 Acknowledging a popular objection to the sa-
crament, Pope Francis noted, “someone can say, ‘I con-
fess my sins only to God.’ Yes, you can say to God, 
‘forgive me,’ and say your sins. But our sins are also 
against our brothers, against the Church. This is is why 
it is necessary to ask forgiveness of the Church and of 
our brothers, in the person of the priest. While the ce-
lebration of the sacrament is personal, it is rooted in 
the universality of the Church," which "accompanies us 
on the path of conversion," he explained. “Forgiveness 
is not something we can give ourselves,” cautioned the 
Pope. “One asks forgiveness, one asks it of another 
person, and in confession, we ask forgiveness from Je-
sus. Forgiveness is not a result of our efforts, but is a 
gift. It is a gift of the Holy Spirit who showers us with 
mercy and grace that pours forth unceasingly from the 
open heart of Christ crucified and risen.” 
 The Pontiff went on to recognize that many 
people feel ashamed at the idea of confessing their sins 
and might say, “but Father, I am embarrased! Even em-
barrassment is good. It’s healthy to have a bit of sha-
me... it does us good, because it makes us more hum-
ble. Don’t be afraid of confession,” Pope Francis stress-
ed. “When someone is in line for confession he feels all 
these things - even shame - but then, when he finishes 
confessing, he leaves feeling free, great, beautiful, for-
given, clean, happy. The sacrament of reconciliation is a 
sacrament of healing,” he pointed out. “When I go to 
confession, it’s for healing: healing the soul, healing the 
heart because of something that I did to make it un-
well.”

 The Pope pointed to the biblical story of Jesus 
healing a paralyzed man, which expresses the “pro-
found link” between “forgiveness and healing,” since 
“the Lord Jesus is revealed at the same time as the phy-
sician of soul and body.” 
 He also recounted the parable of the prodigal 
son, who sought his father’s forgiveness and was wel-
comed home with open arms. “But I say to you,” he 
stressed, “every time we go to confession, God em-
braces us.” 

PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY LAND 
IN OCCASION OF 90TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CROATIAN FRANCISCAN CUSTODY  
 From time to time we all need to step back from 
life and take another look at who we are, what we are 
here for, what matters most, and what matters least. 

 Join the Croatian Franciscan Cus-
tody of Holy Family in celebrating 90th 
Anniversary of life and work with people 
of our parish communities in USA and 
Canada. In occasion of that anniversary 
join us on the journey following the foot-

steps of Christ in Holy Land from March 13 to 24, 2017. 
We will travel through Galilee, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem, 
actually experiencing the places we have read about in the 
Bible. As you walk where Jesus walked, you will too get to 
know him in a whole new way. This pilgrimage experience 
will transform, refocus, and reenergize your life. For trip 
details, cost, and contacts, please, visit our parish office. 


