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Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
Interim School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
 So, what is your temptation? Chocolate ice 
cream? Gossip? Alcohol? Petty thievery? Pornogra-
phy? Or just plain ignoring God? 

Gratefully, none of us has to stand up in front 
of the whole assembly and confess the specifics of 
our sins (just to be clear, ice cream isn't one!). We 
simply admit to our sinfulness before we enter into 
the celebration of the Eucharist, leaving the specific 
confession of sin to the privacy of the sacrament of 
penance when we speak individually with a priest. 

Sunday's Gospel directs our attention that Je-
sus truly was a human person just like all of us. He 
was subjected to temptation, just like we are. In our 
desire to conform our lives to be more like Christ, 
we seek to avoid temptation, just like he did. 

For those of us who are already baptized, this 
Lenten season is one of renewal. We are praying 
more, fasting, and helping others so as to recover 
our baptismal innocence. These 40 days are meant to 
get us ready for the renewal of our baptismal promi-
ses at Easter. In those promises we rejected Satan, 
his works, and his empty promises. We rejected sin 
so as to live in the freedom of God. These 40 days 
will test our fortitude, but we don't go into them 
alone. We are surrounded by an entire community 
of faith, all of us working together to become even 
better Christians. Sometime during this season, we'll 
each confess our sins with a priest. But as we begin 
Lent, it might not hurt to tell one other person what 
you're striving for during this season. Ask them to 
pray for you, and to help you by being ready to ask 
how your Lent is going on a weekly basis from now 
until Easter.



THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 We will have the Stations of the Cross during 
Lent in English on Fridays at 7 p.m. and in Croatian on 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Join us. 

TRANSFORMATIONAL MUSIC AND 
SPEAKING EVENT WITH TAJ I CAMEROON 
 What if this Lent really was a turning point in 
your life? Lent is not just about giving things up. Lent is 
about doing something. Join us for an afternoon with Taj i
- Award winning singer, TV show host, Published author, 
and Croatian “Rockstar Mom”. Discover how your faith 
can be a powerful tool to help you live the life you were 
created for. Join us on Sunday, February 21, from 1 to 3 
p.m. in our church. Admission is free. 

FUNDRAISER FOR ST. JEROME SCHOOL 
BLACKHAWKS VIEWING PARTY 
 Join us of Sunday, February 21, to watch the Chi-
cago Blackhawks vs. Minnesota Wild game at Rocky’s Res-
taurant (234 W. 31st St.). Doors open at 1 p.m. Open 
bar, food, raffle and games from 2-5 p.m. $60 per person, 
must be 21 and over. For tickets or more information 
please contact St. Jerome School (312-842-7668) or Jan 
Ferro (312-560-3864). All proceeds to benefit St. Jerome 
School.

BAKALAR DINNER BY CLUB POLJICA
 On Saturday, March 5, traditional Bakalar Dinner 
will be served at 7 p.m. in the Big Parish Hall. This deli-
cious Lenten tradition is organized by Club Poljica. Get 
your tickets as soon as possible because they are in great 
demand. All are welcome.  

CROATIAN AMERICAN RADIO CLUB
ANNUAL BANQUET 
 Croatian American Radio Club invites you to the 
Annual banquet to celebrate their 81th anniversary as the 
oldest Croatian Radio Program in USA. The banquet will 
be held on Saturday, March 12, at the St. Jerome Hall be-

ginning at 6:30 p.m. Tick-
ets can be obtained from 
any member of the Croa-
tian American Radio Club. 

ST. JOSEPH TABLE - SANTA MARIA
INCORONATA - SANTA LUCIA CHURCH 
 We are invited by our friends from 3022 S. Wells 
St. to join them for a Mass at 11 a.m. honoring St. Joseph, 
and a delicious St. Joseph Table on Sunday, March 13 in 
the School Hall from noon to 3 p.m. 

LENTEN FAST AND ABSTINENCE 
 The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has de-
clared that "the age of fasting is from the completion of 
the 18th year to the beginning of the 60th." The USCCB 
also allows the substitution of some other form of pen-
ance for abstinence on all of the Fridays of the year, ex-
cept for those Fridays in Lent. Thus, the rules for fasting 
and abstinence in the United States are: 
 - Every person 14 years of age or older must ab-
stain from meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all 
the Fridays of Lent. 
 - Every person between the age of 18 and 60 
must fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
 - Every person 14 years of age or older must ab-
stain from meat on all other Fridays of the year, unless he 
or she substitutes some other form of penance for absti-
nence. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 ZUMBA - Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Big Hall 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 AA (12 step program) - Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
in Upper Small Hall. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thursday 
from 7 to 8 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, February 21
 - Music and Speaking Event with Taj i
 - Blackhawks viewing party at Rocky’s 
 (Fundraiser for St. Jerome School) 
• Friday, February 26
 Concert by Chicago Bach Ensemble 

• Saturday, March 5
 Bakalar Dinner by Club Poljica 
• Sunday, March 6
 - Fritule Sale by Croatian School 
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
• Saturday, March 12
 Croatian-American Radio Club Banquet 
• Sunday, March 20
 - Cvjetnica - Palm Sunday 
 - Pala inka Breakfast by St. Jerome School 
 - Croatian Women Luncheon 
 - Parish Confessions 
• Sunday, March 27
 Uskrs - Easter Sunday 





HELPING OUR 
CHILDREN
DEVELOP A 
CONSCIENCE TO 
MAKE GOOD 
MORAL 
DECISIONS
 Right to life. Transgender issues. Racism. Eco-
nomic injustices. These are just a few of the moral 
issues our children and young adults are being bom-
barded with incessantly and from all sorts of sources. 
Their world is changing at a rapid pace. Their views 
of the world are quite different than what we grew-
up with. What tools can we as parents give them to 
make good moral decisions? One tool is to help our 
children develop a good conscience. 

Let your conscience be your guide. Fo-
llow your conscience. These are good words to 
live by but they could be a two-edged sword if they 
are not taken in a Catholic context. To the young 
ear those words could mean: as long as a decision 
feels good it is OK. But it is more than just that. 
 Our conscience is like an unwritten personal 
law or a covenant with God that is within each of us. 
It is part of our unique relationship with God. Our 
conscience helps us to discern right from wrong. We 
are all “hard-wired” with a conscience; our “spiritual 
DNA,” if you will. Through Scripture, prayer, life’s 
experiences, various tenets/laws (nature, civil, canon, 
etc.) and the teaching authority of the Church, our 
conscience develops and matures. It is a never ending 
process of development. 
 When we are faced with a moral decision we 
search our conscience to guide us. Our conscience 
has to be God-oriented, however. We cannot let 
emotions, fear, arrogance, politics, etc. get in the 
way. We are tasked to discern, with all the possible 
tools available to us, the facts, the possible out-
comes, our motivations, and the consequences of 
our decisions. 
 We are always free and encouraged to follow 
our conscience. The Church teaches that our moral 

decisions should be ours alone with no outside pre-
ssure. We are solely responsible for our decisions. 
There may be instances when we make an “in-
appropriate” decision where we are not culpable. 
However, that does not necessarily relieve us of de-
veloping a good conscience. 
 When we make choices that are inappro-
priate we have to look back at our decision making 
processes: was our conscience following a God-filled, 
God-based understanding of the issue (this is a good 
spot perhaps to ask, “What Would Jesus Do?”); 
were we following the law, Scripture, the teachings 
of the Church? Was our conscience filled with bias? 
 The Catechism of the Catholic Church dis-
cusses Moral Conscience in sections 1776-1802, in-
clusive. Almost everyone has a basic sense of what is 
right and wrong. By reading the Catechism parents 
can get a better idea of what the Christian ideal for 
moral conscience is and develop appropriate ways to 
introduce those concepts to their children. 
 Our conscience along with our freedom to 
make decisions is a wonderful gift from God. How-
ever, if our conscience is highly influenced by the 
ways of the world and not by God, allowing it to be 
our guide can lead to decisions that are not in the 
world’s best interests. It is our duty as parents to 
give our children the tools they need to develop a 
healthy conscience. We must be careful not to be 
over-bearing and impose our own consciences upon 
them but we must guide them so that theirs are 
God-centric.

3 WAYS TO RECEIVE GOD’S MERCY: 
1. Live Lent More Intensely! 
 “The season of Lent during this Jubilee Year 
should also be lived more intensely as a privileged 
moment to celebrate and experience God’s mercy. 
How many pages of Sacred Scripture are appropriate 
for meditation during the weeks of Lent to help us 
rediscover the merciful face of the Father!” 


