
2823 S. Princeton Ave. •• Cardinal Stepinac Way 
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Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
 ....................................... 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
 Stars are amazing - not the people who claim 
star-status because of their work in sports or enter-
tainment - but the stars that populate the universe. 
Most are between 1 and 10 billion years old, a time 
span impossible to comprehend. Other than the sun, 
the closest star to Earth is Proxima Centauri, about 
25 trillion miles away, another calculation that is im-
possible to comprehend. The exponential numbers 
scientists use when working with stars, whether it is 
age, distance, weight, composition, luminosity, or any 
other characteristic, race beyond our everyday calcu-
lations of hundreds and thousands. Stars are just too 
big for us humans. 

No wonder Matthew's infancy narrative in-
cluded a star as the sign for the newborn king. Every-
thing about this child's birth seemed unimportant: 
born in Bethlehem instead of the big city, Jerusalem; 
unknown to the important people of the day; the 
pregnant woman taken into Joseph's home quietly so 
as not to cause scandal; a quiet, unremarkable birth 
in an unimportant country in the empire. 

But then there's that star! Big, shining, reveal-
ing that there is more to this event than meets the 
eye. Visitors come from afar, and upset the balance 
of power as they seek the child who would be king. 
Epiphany is the manifestation of Christ to the world. 
And the star shows him to be who he really is - king 
of the universe and Lord of all. So it shouldn't seem 
so strange to us that Matthew would point out one 
of those incomprehensible entities in the night sky as 
the signifier of the One who is beyond all human un-
derstanding. What is remarkable is that that One 
came to be one of us so that we could understand 
him.



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED
 Peter L. Perisin, 47. Father of Samantha and 
Peter M.; son of Sylvia and +Peter A.; brother of Claudine 
(Robert) Yagoda; former husband of Michele; survived by 
many aunts, uncles and 3 generations of cousins. Member 
of Pipe Fitters Local Union #597, Real Estate Broker and 
Eagle Scout. He was buried on Monday, December 28, at 
St. Mary Cemetery, Evergreen Park, IL. 
 May he rest in peace. 

THANK YOU 
 Dear parishioners, friends and benefactors!  
 We would like to congratulate each one of you as we 
celebrate the gift of the New Year. After the gift of nativity of 
his son Jesus, God has given us another gift of the New Year. 
 We would like to thank everyone for participation and 
contribution in making St. Jerome a beautiful community. We 
thank you for the financial, spiritual, and moral support that 
you give to the parish. May the Lord continue to reward you. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR
WITH LOVE FROM YOUR

FRANCISCAN FRIARS

Fr. Ivica and Fr. Stipe 

PRESIDENT OF CROATIA VISITING  
CHICAGO CROATIAN COMMUNITY 
 We are honored that Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovi ,
the 4th President of the Republic of Croatia, is visiting our 
Croatian community. There will be a lunch and a gather-
ing with the President Grabar-Kitarovi  at the Croatian 
Cultural Center (2845 W. Devon Ave.) today at 1 p.m.  

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Please, pick up your boxes of offertory envelopes. 
Thank you for your financial support through the year. 
Please, let us know if you are parishioner but without of-
fertory envelopes. 

CALENDARS FOR 2016 
 We thank Michael Coletta Sons Funeral Home 
for sponsoring St. Jerome wall calendars for year 2016. 

WELCOME BACK 
 We welcome back our school teachers, students 
and the St. Jerome School staff. We wish them a very suc-
cessful second part of the year. 

HOLY MASS PARTICIPATION SHEETS 
 Goal of Catholic school is to help children to live 
Catholic teachings as part of their lives. Mass is the center 
of our life and of religious formation, as well. Students of 
St. Jerome Catholic School are to use the Holy Mass Par-
ticipation Sheets. While attending Sunday Mass, students 
will ask the priest or lector to sign proper form. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 On Wednesday, January 6, at 7:30 p.m. there will 
be a Parish Council meeting at the Parish office.  

HAPPY 102ND BIRTHDAY! 
 On Saturday, January 9, Fr. astimir (Timothy) 
Maji  will turn 102. We wish him joy and blessings! Fr. 

astimir resides at St. Anthony Franciscan Friary in the 
Hyde Park neighborhood. He is the oldest member of our 
Croatian Franciscan Community in USA and Canada, as 
well as in our province in Europe.

FUNDRAISER FOR ST. JEROME SCHOOL 
 On Sunday, February 21, there will be a Black-
hawks Stadium Series viewing party at Rocky's. All pro-
ceeds to benefit St. Jerome School. 

“KUNA” DINNER 
 Croatian Hunters Club “Kuna” will host a tradi-
tional annual dinner in our Big Hall on Saturday, January 
23, at 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchased in advance from 
members of club or by calling Zdravko at 773-908-2364. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Every Tuesday and Thursday in the Big 
Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wednes-
day, January 13, at 7 p.m. with “Breaking Out of Bedlam” 
by Leslie Larson. 
 AA - Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the Upper 
Small Hall. They follow the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thursday 
from 7 to 8 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Wednesday, January 6
 Parish Council Meeting 
• Saturday, January 23
 - Croatian School Roller skating party 
 - ”Kuna” Croatian Hunters Club Dinner 

BAPTIZED
In our church were baptized: 

Mayra Athena & Sarah Gabriella Biga 
(Mark and Carla nee Peralta) 

May God's abundant blessing be always 
with our newly baptized,  

their parents and sponsors! 



DOÐITE NA MLADIFEST!



JANUARY 4 
- ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON 
 Mother Seton is one of the keystones of the 
American Catholic Church. She founded the Sisters 
of Charity - the first American religious community 
for women. She opened the first American parish 
school and established the first American Catholic 
orphanage. All this she did in the span of 46 years 
while raising her five children. 
 Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton is a true daughter 
of the American Revolution, born August 28, 1774. 
By birth and marriage, she was linked to the first fa-
milies of New York and enjoyed the fruits of high so-
ciety. Reared a staunch Episcopalian by her mother 
and stepmother, she learned the value of prayer, 
Scripture and a nightly examination of conscience. 
Her father, Dr. Richard Bayley, did not have much 
use for churches but was a great humanitarian, teach-
ing his daughter to love and serve others. 
 The early deaths of her mother in 1777 and 
her baby sister in 1778 gave Elizabeth a feel for eter-
nity and the temporariness of the pilgrim life on 
earth. At 19, Elizabeth was the belle of New York 
and married a handsome, wealthy businessman, Willi-
am Magee Seton. They had five children before his 
business failed and he died of tuberculosis. At 30, Eli-
zabeth was widowed, penniless, with five small chil-
dren to support. 
 While in Italy with her dying husband, Eliza-
beth witnessed Catholicity in action through family 
friends. Three basic points led her to become a 
Catholic: belief in the Real Presence, devotion to the 
Blessed Mother and conviction that the Catholic 
Church led back to the apostles and to Christ. Many 
of her family and friends rejected her when she be-
came a Catholic in March 1805. 

 To support her children, she opened a school 
in Baltimore. From the beginning, her group followed 
the lines of a religious community, which was offici-
ally founded in 1809. 
 The thousand or more letters of Mother Se-
ton reveal the development of her spiritual life from 
ordinary goodness to heroic sanctity. She suffered 
great trials of sickness, misunderstanding, the death 
of loved ones (her husband and two young daugh-
ters) and the heartache of a wayward son. She died 
January 4, 1821, and became the first American-born 
citizen to be beatified (1963) and then canonized 
(1975). She is buried in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 


