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Croatian Franciscan Friars 
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Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
 ....................................... 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
 The old African-American spiritual "Michael 
Row the Boat Ashore" has one verse that goes, "Jor-
dan's river is chilly and cold / hallelujah / chills the 
body but not the soul / hallelujah." We don't know 
what the temperature of the Jordan River was when 
Jesus stepped into it in front of John the Baptist. But 
Luke's Gospel relates that after he had been baptized 
and while he was praying the heavens opened up and 
the Holy Spirit descended upon him. A voice from 
heaven was heard, saying, "You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased." 

It is unlikely that any such explicitly miracu-
lous events occurred at our own baptism, or any that 
we may have attended. But something just as mo-
mentous did take place when we were baptized. In 
our baptism we became intimately connected to 
God; we became God's own children, just as Jesus is 
the Father's beloved Son. And when we were bap-
tized the Holy Spirit descended upon us - not as a 
dove, but as the Spirit of God that always dwells in 
our hearts. That connectedness to God never disap-
pears. Even when we are guilty of the worst sins, 
God is with us. We believe that the Holy Spirit 
dwells in us, helping us to act more and more like 
Christ as we reaffirm our baptismal commitment. 

While we celebrate the signs and wonders at 
the Jordan that herald Jesus' baptism and the begin-
ning of his public ministry, we also recall that our 
own baptism begins the call to minister in this world. 
Our baptismal call is to act like Christ, to be his 
hands, and voice, and heart in this world. When we 
act like him, we can be assured we too will hear the 
Father's voice, "with you I am well pleased." 



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED
 Dolores M. Draski (nee Kowalski), 86. Wife of 
+Chester; mother of Tom, Janice, Cheryl (Robert) Muth, 
and Laura; daughter of +Mary and +Benjamin Kowalski; 
step daughter of + Sophie Kowalski; grandmother of Lisa 
Draski (fiancé of Sean Stangland), Arielle (fiancé of Micha-
el Otterson), Benjamin, Jacob and Dominic Muth; sister of 
Bernard (Carole) Kowalski, and Esther (+Joe) Gronski; 
aunt and cousin of many. She was buried on Monday, Ja-
nuary 4, at Resurrection Cemetery, Justice, IL. 

John Joseph ondi , 93. CW4 (Retired). Hus-
band of +Dorothy (nee Goodman); father of Ellen Rose-
mary (David) Condich-Scantland, Ann Corinne (Daniella), 
and +Rosemary Eileen Condich; son of +Marko and +To-
na ondi ; grandfather of Jake and Lissa Edgeworth, and 
Christopher Noerper; great grandfather of John Michael 
Moses; brother of Mark (+Mary), Peter, Simon Duško 

ondi , Rosanda (+Kenneth) Swift, and +Joseph (Dolo-
res), Sr. Bernadine, and Evelyn ondi ; uncle of many nie-
ces and nephews; friend, neighbor and brother in arms to 
many. US Army for 41 years, involved in the Normandy 
invasion as a paratrooper with the 82nd Airbourne, reci-
pient of the Silver Star, 2 Bronze Stars, the Purple Heart 
and was a POW for 11 months, until the end of WWII. 
Funeral Mass was celebrated in our church on Tuesday, 
January 5. He will be buried at Arlington National Ceme-
tery, Arlington, VA. 
 Concetta T. Marnell (nee Balzano), 87. Wife of 
+Joseph Geer, and +Paul Marnell; mother of Sharon 
Geers, and Eugenia (Bill) Herman; daughter of +Eugene 
and +Angeline Balzano; grandmother of Joseph (Janine), 
and Brian (Kelley) Herman; "Gigi" of Tyler, Dylan, and 
Brayden; sister of +Antoinette (+Ed) Bittner, Jean (+Jo-
seph) Zekich, and John (Nancy) Balzano; sister-in-law of 
+Victoria "Dolly"; sister-in-law of Celestine (+Joseph) Jan-
ecko, Bernard (Helen) Geers, and +James (+Deloris) 
Geers, and Doris (+John) Stewart; aunt of many nieces 
and nephews; friend of many. She was buried on Thurs-
day, January 7, at St. Mary Cemetery, Evergreen Park, IL. 
 May they rest in peace. 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Please, pick up your boxes of offertory envelopes. 
Thank you for your financial support. Please, let us know 
if you are parishioner but without offertory envelopes. 

HOLY MASS PARTICIPATION SHEETS 
 Goal of Catholic school is to help children to live 
Catholic teachings as part of their lives. Mass is the center 
of our life and of religious formation, as well. Students of 
St. Jerome Catholic School are to use the Holy Mass Par-
ticipation Sheets. While attending Sunday Mass, students 
will ask the priest or lector to sign proper form. 

ST. BLAISE FEAST (FESTA SV. VLAHA)
 Dubrovnik Club is organizing the celebration of 
their patron saint - the feast of St. Blaise, on Saturday, Ja-
nuary 30 in the School Hall. Door will be open at 6:30 
p.m. and dinner will be served at 7 p.m. There will be mu-
sic and entertainment. Welcome! Holy Mass in honor of 
St. Blaise will be celebrated on Sunday, January 31 at 11 
a.m. in Croatian. Blessing of the throats will take place on 
all Masses that Sunday.  

FUNDRAISER FOR ST. JEROME SCHOOL 
BLACKHAWKS VIEWING PARTY 
 Join us of Sunday, February 21, to watch the 
Blackhawks vs. Minnesota Wild game at Rocky’s (234 W. 
31st St.). Doors open at 1 p.m. Open Bar and Food from 
2-5 p.m. $60 per person, must be 21 and over. For tickets 
or more information please contact St. Jerome School 
(312-842-7668) or Jan Ferro (312-560-3864). All pro-
ceeds to benefit St. Jerome School. 

“KUNA” DINNER 
 Croatian Hunters Club “Kuna” will host a tradi-
tional annual dinner in our Big Hall on Saturday, January 
23, at 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchased in advance from 
members of club or by calling Zdravko at 773-908-2364. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wednes-
day, January 13, at 7 p.m. with “Breaking Out of Bedlam” 
by Leslie Larson. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Saturday, January 23
 - Croatian School Roller skating party 
 - ”Kuna” Croatian Hunters Club Dinner 
• Saturday, January 30
 Festa sv. Vlaha - St. Blaise Celebration 
• Sunday, January 31
 Health Fair by Mercy Hospital 

• Saturday, February 6
 Fašnik by Hrvatska baština 
• Sunday, February 7
 Stepin evo - Bl. Cardinal Alojzije Stepinac celebration 
• Wednesday, February 10
 Ash Wednesday 
• Sunday, February 21
 Blackhawks viewing party at Rocky’s 
 (Fundraiser for St. Jerome School) 

FOR RENT - IZNJMLJUJE SE 
  510 W. 30TH ST. 

 Between Parnell Ave. and Normal Ave. 3 rooms 
 appartment for rent. Call 312-489-9826. 

  32ND & PRINCETON AVE. 
 4 rooms appartment for rent. Call 773-485-3870. 



OŠ DO  NA MLADIFEST 
I OVE GODINE? 



HOW KOBE BRYANT’S CATHOLIC 
FAITH PULLED HIM THROUGH HIS 
DARKEST HOUR 
 If for some reason you don’t know who Kobe 
Bryant is, he’s only one of the best basketball players 
ever. And he recently announced he plans on retiring 
at the end of this season. What most people don’t 
know, though, is that he’s Catholic. And that, accord-
ing to a recent interview, his Catholic faith helped 
him through one of the darkest times of his life. 
 Born in 1978 in Philadelphia, Kobe was raised 
in a Roman Catholic family. When he was 6, his fa-
mily moved to Italy, to a small town an hour outside 
of Rome. Because of this, Kobe speaks fluent Italian 
to this day. He was drafted into the NBA right out of 
high school, the first time a guard had ever been 
drafted that young, and he quickly became a star. 
Soon people were speculating about whether he was 
“the next Michael Jordan.” 

 In 2001, when he was 23, he married 19 year 
old Vanessa Laine, who is also Catholic. The wedding 
was held at St. Edward Roman Catholic Church in 
Dana Point, California. Two years later in 2003, their 
first child was born. 
 The year 2003 was also when something else 
happened that changed his life forever, and for which 
he would need to lean on his faith: he was accused of 
raping a young woman in his hotel room while in Co-

lorado for knee surgery. Ashamed, Kobe admitted 
right away that he had had sex with the woman, 
which was adultery against his wife. But he was ada-
mant that he had not raped the woman. 
 In addition to the grave damage this did to his 
family, it had huge consequences for his career: ma-
jor sponsors dropped him, sales of his jersey plu-
mmeted, and his general reputation was obviously 
badly damaged. 
 A year later, a judge dismissed the criminal 
rape charges. The woman also filed a civil lawsuit 
against Kobe, which was settled out of court. In the 
midst of this, Kobe issued a public statement that in-
cluded apologies to the woman, her family, his family, 
and the people of the Colorado town where the inci-
dent had occurred. 
 In an interview with GQ in early 2015, he ex-
plained how he leaned on his Catholic faith to help 
him get through the ordeal: 
 The [loss of the] endorsements were really 
the least of my concerns. Was I afraid of going to jail? 
Yes. It was 25 to life, man. I was terrified. The one 
thing that really helped me during that pro-
cess — I’m Catholic, I grew up Catholic, my 
kids are Catholic — was talking to a priest.
 It was actually kind of funny: He looks at me 
and says, ’Did you do it?’ And I say, ’Of course not.’ 
Then he asks, ’Do you have a good lawyer?’ And I’m 
like, ’Uh, yeah, he’s phenomenal.’ So then he just 
said, ’Let it go. Move on. God’s not going to give you 
anything you can’t handle, and it’s in his hands now. 
This is something you can’t control. So let it go.’ 
And that was the turning point.
 Kobe and his wife remained together for a 
few years after the accusations, and even had a se-
cond child, but in 2011 his wife filed for divorce. For-
tunately, in 2013 they announced they had reconciled 
and called off the divorce. 
 It’s hard to know how important faith and 
Church are in his life on a daily basis. But we do 
know that he was raised Catholic, got married to a 
Catholic in a Catholic church, and says he is raising 
his kids Catholic. And when he was at his lowest 
point, it was to a Catholic priest that he turned for 
help and guidance. 
 Might we all remember that Christ and His 
Church is always there for us – especially in our 
darkest moments. 


