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Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
Interim School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





4TH SUNDAY OF LENT
 What prompted Jesus to tell the parable of 
the Prodigal Son? Evangelist Luke tells us that the tax 
collectors and sinners were drawing near to listen to 
what Jesus had to say but the Pharisees and the 
scribes were murmuring against him. Rather than 
being attracted by his message they were more con-
cerned about the kind of people who found his mes-
sage attractive. They grumble that 'This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.'  

Blinded by their prejudices, they don't see the 
good that Jesus is doing in making the Gospel mes-
sage appeal to sinners. In their eyes a sinner cannot 
change his ways, but the Gospel message is that with 
God's help anyone can change. And the power of the 
Gospel lies in the power of love.  

Jesus realized that the ideal community he 
was trying to foster should be welcoming and de-
lighted when others were brought into a loving rela-
tionship with God. He also knew that there were 
people who were trying to do their best but who 
could not accept that God could offer the same love 
to those who were worse sinners than themselves. 
So Jesus told the parable of the Prodigal Son. 

What St. Paul has to say throws some light 
on the topic. 'From now on we regard no one from a 
human point of view.' And the reason is that we have 
been transformed. And we have been changed be-
cause Jesus has been transformed before us. By his 
life, passion, death and resurrection he has proved 
himself to be the Son of God and is now capable of 
bringing others into a relationship with his heavenly 
Father. This is what makes Paul able to say: If anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed 
away, behold the new has come. All this is from God, 
who through Christ reconciled us to himself.



SECOND COLLECTION 
 Today’s Second Collection will support the needs 
of THE CHURCH IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EU-
ROPE. We will help in building up the Church in the re-
gion oppressed for so many decades by atheist regimes. 

THE STATIONS  
OF THE CROSS 
 We have the Sta-
tions of the Cross during 
Lent on Fridays at 7 p.m. 
in English and on Sundays 
at 10:30 a.m. in Croatian. 
Join us. 

CROATIAN AMERICAN RADIO CLUB
ANNUAL BANQUET 
 Croatian American Radio Club invites you to the 
Annual banquet to celebrate their 81th anniversary as the 
oldest Croatian Radio Program in USA. The banquet will 
be held on Saturday, March 12, at the St. Jerome Hall be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. Tickets can be obtained from any 
member of the Croatian American Radio Club. 

MLADIFEST 2016
 Mladifest is a youth rally for all Croatian Catholics 
throughout the United States and Canada who wish to 
participate in a different and eye opening weekend-long 
event. It is not necessary to speak Croatian, but you must 
be at least 16 years old and not older than 30. So far, 
three Mladifests were held in Norval, ON, Canada. Mla-
difest 2016 will be hosted by Sacred Heart Croatian Par-
ish in Milwaukee, WI from June 3-5. For more details see: 
milwaukeemladifest.com or croatiancatholicyouth.com.
 We would like our parish community to learn 
more about this event. On Sunday March 13, we will have 
guests from Sacred Heart Croatian Parish, Milwaukee, WI 
joining our youth and young adults for 11 a.m. Mass. They 
will sing and share their experience with Mladifest with us. 

COME TO MLADIFEST

ST. JOSEPH TABLE - SANTA MARIA
INCORONATA - SANTA LUCIA CHURCH 
 We are invited by our friends from 3022 S. Wells 
St. to join them for a Mass at 11 a.m. honoring St. Joseph, 
and a delicious St. Joseph Table on Sunday, March 13 in 
the School Hall from noon to 3 p.m. 

PALA INKA BREAKFAST 
 The Annual Pala inka Breakfast, organized by St. 
Jerome Home and School Association, will be held on 
Sunday, March 20, from 8 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. Taste 
Pala inke (Croatian crepes) or Waffles (both with or 
without meats) as well as homemade baked goods. This is 
an event for the whole family. Welcome. 

PLEASE NOTE 
 Please note the Mass time change on Palm Sun-
day, March 20. We will have Mass at 9 a.m. instead of 9:30 
a.m. This change will give us more time for Palm Sunday 
rich and deeply meaningful liturgy, as well to allow people 
to exchange in a nice fashion for 11 a.m. Croatian Mass. 

CROATIAN WOMAN LUNCHEON
 Croatian Woman Society is holding its Annual hu-
manitarian luncheon on Palm Sunday, March 20, at the 
Croatian Cultural Center starting at 1 p.m. 

PALM SUNDAY RECONCILIATION
 It is time for peace. It is time for mercy. It is time 
for reconciliation. We invite you to join us on the evening 
of prayer, examination of conscience and the sacrament 
of reconciliation on Palm Sunday, March 20, at 6 p.m. 
There will be several priests to hear confessions and help 
us in preparation for Easter. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Big Hall 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wednes-
day, March 9, at 7 p.m. with “The Danish Girl” by David 
Ebershoff.  
 AA (12 step program) - Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Upper Small Hall. 
 Eucharistic adoration - Every Thursday from 7 to 
8 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, March 6
 - Fritule Sale by Croatian School 
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
• Saturday, March 12
 Croatian-American Radio Club Banquet 
• Sunday, March 13
 Pre-Mladifest at St. Jerome 
• Sunday, March 20
 - Cvjetnica - Palm Sunday 
 - Pala inka Breakfast by St. Jerome School 
 - Croatian Women Luncheon 
 - Parish Confessions 
• Monday, March 21
 Cleaning of our church 
• Sunday, March 27
 Uskrs - Easter Sunday 





STEPS FOR TEACHING CHILDREN  
MERCY AND FORGIVENESS 
BY CATHOLIC MOM
 My first experience hearing the phrases: “Will 
you forgive me?” and “I forgive you” outside of any 
biblical context or confession was late in high school. 
I was carpooling with a friend’s family across town 
and my friend in some way hurt her younger sister. 
Once she realized what she had done, she turned to 
her and asked for her forgiveness, to which her sis-
ter responded with mercy. My friend must have seen 
my confusion, as she proceeded to explain, “It’s just 
how we do things in our family; we ask for forgive-
ness.” For good or ill, up until that point, that was 
my only experience of forgiveness in real life. And it 
felt bizarre. 
 My next experience was when my husband 
and I were still engaged. I was working in California 
and he was finishing his Masters degree in Edmonton, 
Alberta. We were having one of our first big argu-
ments and it was feeling rough. As we worked things 
out, he asked for forgiveness for his contribution to 
the argument. I hadn’t realized what a huge relief that 
felt like until he said those specific words: that he 
wanted to make things right with me over the hurt 
he had caused. I was surprised how I had internally 
longed for those words of “will you forgive me?” 
from him but had no idea how to express it, and 
equally amazed at how transformative it was to be 
able to provide mercy in my response of forgiveness. 
It opened my eyes to the power of that question and 
how transformative it could be for both people. 
 Fast-forward a decade and I often wonder if 
I’ve learned much from those experiences. I listened 
to Nicole Lataif’s talk about steps to mercy and I’m 
not (only) listening as a mother, but also as a child of 
God who still struggles with mercy and forgiveness. I 
listened to her message several times and went back 
to it again and again. 

 First step is one I often forget I need: prayer. 
When I’m angry, I need to be turning my recourse to 
the one who can truly heal me rather than prepping 
my words for a vengeful response. Too often I res-
pond too quickly and in that lapse of forcing myself 
to take time, I end up hurting others. Sometimes for-
giveness and mercy don’t come naturally to us or 
children and we need time with God to help us re-
focus what we are called to do. 
 Next steps are mercy and consequences. If 
our children (or friends) are truly sorry for the hurt 
they have caused, we need to be able and willing to 
show mercy. I know I always appreciate mercy when 
it is shown to me, like when I apologize to my hus-
band for getting angry at him, and he offers me mer-
cy in his acceptance of my apology. I appreciate that 
it creates a place for growth and love within our re-
lationship. Showing mercy can bring us closer to-
gether and our children can see that and benefit 
from it as well. However, it is not an opening to be a 
pushover. Jesus asks us not respond to evil with evil, 
but with mercy. He doesn’t tell us to be gullible to it 
and it’s important for kids to know this, especially 
when it comes to aspects of bullying and abuse. 
 Nicole’s steps have given me much food for 
thought and simple ways for me to grow, to better 
demonstrate mercy and forgiveness to my children 
(and others) as well as to help me to break it down 
into steps to teach my children as well. A big thank 
you to Nicole for all her work and for her book that 
shares these very same steps in a manner extremely 
friendly for children to engage with! I’m looking for-
ward to using these steps in our Year of Mercy. 


