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5TH SUNDAY OF LENT
 Once again we have a well-known and famil-
iar Gospel story proposed for our Lenten reflection. 
The account of the woman caught in the act of adul-
tery is one that invites us to be neither sinner or 
judge. She was found out - discovered - publicly 
shamed. It happens to most of us at some point in 
our lives, usually when we are young. We do some-
thing wrong, and get caught. And then we have to 
endure the humiliation of our wrongful act being 
known by others. It is expected that we will learn 
from our mistakes, but that doesn't always happen. 

On the other hand, we're sometimes like the 
scribes and the Pharisees who bring the accusation. 
We discover something we can hold against another. 
Occasionally it is a secret knowledge that can fester 
in our hearts. At other times, it is a public shame 
that we do not hesitate to propagate for our own 
advantage. For whatever reason - vengeance, jeal-
ousy, mean-spiritedness - we want offenders to "get 
what's coming to them." 

Maybe in the end, the story of the woman 
caught in adultery is to invite us to be neither sinner 
nor judge. Maybe the point of the story is to act like 
Jesus. Could we put ourselves in his role? He ex-
tends mercy, but he also proposes expectations ("do 
not sin anymore"). 

These past three Sundays before Holy Week 
have been about God giving us time. The fig tree that 
was allowed to grow another year, the prodigal son 
who was allowed to come back home, and the wom-
an who was not condemned, were all given another 
chance. We all want that second chance when we 
sin. This Sunday's Gospel would suggest if we're go-
ing to follow Christ, we have to give another chance 
to those who sin against us as well.



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED
 Rosemarie Barbieri, 64. Funeral Mass was ce-
lebrated on Friday, March 11, in our church. Her remains 
will be buried at St. Mary Cemetery, Evergreen Park, IL. 
 May she rest in peace. 

MLADIFEST 2016
 Mladifest is a youth rally for all Croatian Catholics 
throughout the United States and Canada who wish to 
participate in a different and eye opening weekend-long 
event. It is not necessary to speak Croatian, but you must 
be at least 16 years old and not older than 30. So far, 
three Mladifests were held in Norval, ON, Canada. Mla-
difest 2016 will be hosted by Sacred Heart Croatian Par-
ish in Milwaukee, WI from June 3-5. For more details see: 
milwaukeemladifest.com or croatiancatholicyouth.com.
 Today our parish community have an opportunity 
to learn more about this event. We have guests from Sa-
cred Heart Croatian Parish, Milwaukee, WI joining our 
youth and young adults for 11 a.m. Mass. They will sing 
and share their experience of Mladifest with us.

ST. JOSEPH TABLE - SANTA MARIA
INCORONATA - SANTA LUCIA CHURCH 
 We are invited by our friends from 3022 S. Wells 
St. to join them today for a Mass at 11 a.m. honoring St. 
Joseph, and a delicious St. Joseph Table in the School Hall 
from noon to 3 p.m. 

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 We have the Stations of the Cross during Lent on 
Fridays at 7 p.m. in English and on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in 
Croatian. Join us. 

PALA INKA BREAKFAST 
 The Annual Pala inka Breakfast, organized by St. 
Jerome Home and School Association, will take place on 
Sunday, March 20, from 8 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Taste Pala-
inke (Croatian crepes) or Pancakes (with or without 

meat) as well as homemade baked goods. There will be a 
$6,000 raffle. Only 200 tickets is being sold at $50 each. 
Tickets are available in the School office. This is an event 
for the whole family. Welcome. 

PLEASE NOTE 
 Please note the Mass time change on Palm Sun-
day, March 20. We will have Mass at 9 a.m. instead 
of 9:30 a.m. This will give us more time for Palm Sunday 
rich and deeply meaningful liturgy, as well to allow people 
to exchange in a nice fashion for 11 a.m. Croatian Mass. 

CROATIAN WOMAN LUNCHEON
 Croatian Woman Society is holding its Annual hu-
manitarian luncheon on Palm Sunday, March 20, at the 
Croatian Cultural Center starting at 1 p.m. 

PALM SUNDAY RECONCILIATION
 It is time for peace, mercy and reconciliation. Join 
us on the evening of prayer, examination of conscience 
and the sacrament of reconciliation on Palm Sunday, 
March 20, at 6 p.m. There will be several priests to hear 
confessions and help us in preparation for Easter. 

LIVING STATIONS OF THE CROSS
BY ST. JEROME SCHOOL
 On Monday, March 21, St. Jerome School will 
present the Living Stations in our church at 7 p.m. 

CLEANING OF OUR CHURCH
 Please, join us in preparing of our church for the 
Holy Week. We would like to make it pleasant and clean. 
We will start cleaning on Tuesday, March 22, at 6 p.m. 

HOLY THURSDAY BUS  
There will be a bus for visiting churches on Holy 

Thursday. The bus will depart in front of our church after 
Holy Thursday Mass (around 8:30 p.m.). The price will be 
determined by how many people will be on the bus.

EASTER FLOWERS
 If you would like to donate for Easter flowers, 
please, see Louise and Mary Scalise, Ken and Jan Zekich, 
or Ivan and Vesna Jureta. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Big Hall 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Wednesday, April 13, at 7 p.m. in 
the Lower Small Hall with “Leaving time” by Jodi Picoult.  
 AA (12 step program) - Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Upper Small Hall. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Every Thursday 
from 7 to 8 p.m. we pray and reflect with the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, March 20
 - Cvjetnica - Palm Sunday 
 - Pala inka Breakfast by St. Jerome HSA 
 - Croatian Women Luncheon 
 - Parish Confessions 
• Monday, March 21
 Living stations of the cross 
• Tuesday, March 22
 Cleaning of our church 
• Sunday, March 27
 Uskrs - Easter Sunday 

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

I) Jonathon R. Hane & Katarina Špehar 





ST. JOSEPH TABLE:
AN AGE-OLD TRADITION
 Saint Joseph is one of the most beloved saints 
especially among Italian-Americans. As the patron of 
workers and the protector of the family, he is honor-
ed with a feast on March 19. 
 According to legend, there was a famine in 
Sicily many centuries ago. The villagers prayed to St. 
Joseph, foster-father of Jesus, and asked his interce-
ssion before the throne of God. Their prayers were 
answered. With the ending of the dreadful famine, a 
special feast of thanksgiving was held in commemora-
tion of the Saint. This celebration became tradition. 
Wealthy families prepared huge buffets. They then 
invited the less fortunate people of the village, espe-
cially the homeless and sick. 

 The celebration begins with a religious table-
au. Selected villagers portray an elderly man, a lovely 
young woman, and a little child. The three are seated 
at the head table and remain there during the early 
part of the festivity. Others accompanying this "Holy 
Family" are 12 men or boys, representing the Apos-
tles and other children, attired as angels. The village 
priest blesses the food, then the "Holy Family" is ser-
ved first by the host and hostess. 
 All are free to come and go as they wish. The 
guests may eat what they choose and as much as 
pleases them. The festival lasts most of the day and 
well into the night. When all have been fed, they go 
on their way with thankful hearts and take the bless-
ing of the host and hostess with them. 
 The effect of the table design is dignified, so-
lemn, yet festive, grand and inspiring. Much symbo-
lism is contained in its shape and decoration. The 
"steps" represent the ascent from earth to heaven. 
On the topmost step is a statue of St. Joseph or a 
picture of the Holy Family. White linen tablecloths 

cover the table. Vigil 
lights of green, brown 
and deep yellow, re-
presenting St. Joseph's 
attire, are profusely 
placed. Palms placed 
nearby and around the 
room, as well as lily 
plants and white car-
nations give the table 
softness and the 
scents together with 
incense used in the 
opening of the cere-
mony are suggestive of 
the fragrance of 
heaven and the sweet-
ness of salvation. 

 The food dishes represent the harvest, the 
created beauties of the world. Breads are baked in 
shapes of a staff, a carpenter's implement, a hand, the 
cross and animals close to the Infant Child at birth. 
These shapes represent St. Joseph and the life of 
Christ. Minestras, very thick soups, are made of len-
tils, favas and other types of beans, together with es-
carole, broccoli or cauliflower. Other vegetables, ce-
lery, fennel stalks, boiled and stuffed artichokes are 
also served. 
 No cheese is eaten on St. Joseph's day. The 
spaghetti is not sprinkled with grated Incanestrato, 
but in its place a traditional mixture of tasted dry 
bread crumbs with fresh sardines and fennel sauce is 
used. A dish of "sweet macaroni" with honey sauce is 
also served. Then, the special dessert without which 
no St. Joseph's Day buffet could ever be called by 
that name, is served. It is St. Joseph's Sfinge: a large 
round cream puff filled with ricotta (Italian cottage 
cheese) and topped with red cherries and glazed 
orange slices. Many dessert cookies are embellished 
with almonds. 


