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 Saturday  Subota 
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 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
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Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance
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Parish Council President 
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Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
 Most of the time we would like more peace. 
Yet we live in tension. Even the closest of families 
sometimes have to deal with eruptions of anger. 
Friends and neighbors can fall out. On a larger scale 
we know of conflict and war in the world. Does this 
mean that we are on the wrong track? After all, Jesus 
promised that he would give us peace.

Peace can take many forms. It can even exist 
in times of tension and disagreement. In the gospel, 
Jesus tells his disciples that he will give them a peace 
the world cannot give. Jesus understands that there 
will be turmoil ahead. The cross awaits him, and the 
disciples will feel lost. But for those who keep their 
hearts open, there will be a peace that can make it-
self felt even in times of turbulence. In this sense, 
peace can be like an anchor. On the water, the ship 
moves up and down in a heavy swell. But it is secure-
ly anchored, and in that knowledge there is peace.  

Sometimes disagreements are part of reach-
ing peace. To arrive at the truth sometimes needs 
different possibilities to be aired, discussed, worked 
through. Sometimes this can be an uncomfortable 
process. Today’s first reading tells us that there has 
been strong disagreement within the first Christian 
communities about how much of the Jewish religious 
law they should observe. Tempers could flare over 
this. Yet because they were able to disagree, they 
were also able to arrive at a common mind, and 
move forward together, still secure in Christ's peace.  

Peace is much more than the absence of con-
flict. To be free of conflict might mean that nothing 
much is happening in your life. The peace that Christ 
gives us is something deeper and richer. It comes 
from knowing that Christ is there in our heart, giving 
us the peace that surpasses all understanding.



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 
Frank J. Valela, 81. Husband of Patricia (nee 

Madera); father of Deborah (Joseph) Magyar, Mark and 
+Elizabeth; grandfather of Brittany and Frank Joseph Mag-
yar; son of ++Nicolina and Anthony Valela; brother of Te-
resa Baio, Peter (Barbara) Valela, and +Mary (+Vincenzo) 
Salerno, +Catherine (+Angelo) Alessi, +Bruno (+Betty) 
Valela, +Victor (+Mary) Valela, +Dominick Valela, +Rose 
(+Art) Romito and +Philip (+Jeanette) Valela. He was bur-
ied on Monday, April 25, at Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Stick-
ney, IL. May he rest in peace. 

MAY - MONTH OF MARY  
 The month of May is "especially dedicated to Our 
Blessed Lady. During this month Christians, both in church and 
in the privacy of the home, offer up to Mary from their hearts 
an especially fervent and loving homage of prayer and venera-
tion. In this month, too, the benefits of God's mercy come 
down to us from her throne in greater abundance" (Pope Bl. 
Paul VI). During May we pray rosary before Sunday Mass-
es. There are many intentions to pray for. Join us. 

FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATION 
 Our second graders will celebrate their First Holy 
Communion today, May 1, at the Mass at 1:30 p.m. Please, 
keep all of our young people in your prayers. We hope 
that receiving Jesus in the Sacraments may never become 
routine, for them or for us. 

MAY CROWNING
 May Crowning celebration will 
be on Thursday, May 5, at 7 p.m. in the 
church. Join us for a special devotion 
to Our Lady, our Queen and Mother. 

MOTHER’S DAY FLOWER SALE  
 Flowers will be sold after Masses on Sunday, May 
8. Beautiful bouquets of fresh-cut flowers make a wonder-
ful gift for any Mom, Step-Mom, Mother-in-law or Gand-
mother. Proceeds will be used to help young women who 
are in a crisis pregnancy situation and seeking assistance 
through The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland. 

MOTHER’S DAY PRAYER SERVICE
 Join us on Thursday, May 12, at 7 p.m. for a 
Mother’s Day prayer service honoring mothers, living and 
deceased. Please, bring us a framed photo of your de-
ceased mother or grandmother as we would like to put 
them in from of the altar during our devotion. In addition, 
please, sign the name of your deceased mother or grand-
mother on the list in the back of the church as we will be 
placing them on the altar to be remembered during the 
month of Our Heavenly Mother. 

CROATIAN DAYS AT DALEY PLAZA
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE  
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
 Enjoy Croatian culture on Daley Plaza on Friday, 
May 13. Speeches and cultural performances will take 
place at noon. On Saturday, May 14, there will be a book 
presentation by Ve ernji list journalist. On Sunday, May 15, 
there will be an exclusive premiere of “Život s prijevo-
dom” with lunch at the Croatian Cultural Center. 

MLADIFEST 2016
 Mladifest is a youth rally for all Croatian Catholics 
throughout the USA and Canada who wish to participate 
in a different and eye opening weekend-long event. It is 
not necessary to speak Croatian, but you must be at least 
16 years old and not older than 30. Mladifest 2016 will be 
hosted by Sacred Heart Croatian Parish in Milwaukee, WI 
from June 3-5. For more details: milwaukeemladifest.com 
or croatiancatholicyouth.com. 

ARE YOU A REGISTERED PARISHIONER?  
 If you attend Mass here regularly, we encourage 
you to register as a member of St. Jerome. Registering is 
important because:  If a parish doesn’t know who is out 
there, how can it adequately serve the needs of all - espe-
cially those who may not see the immediate need to reg-
ister?  Registering makes the process much easier when 
it is time for baptism, religious education, weddings and 
when asked to be a sponsor for baptism or confirmation. 

 Registered parishioners receive mailings sent through-
out the year, as well as helpful information about our 
many parish ministries and activities. 

Registering is easy! Just drop us a note through 
email or stop by at the Parish Office. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 ZUMBA - Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Big Hall 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Wednesday, May 11, at 7 p.m. in 
the Lower Small Hall with “No Greater Love” by Mother 
Teresa (Bl. Teresa of Calcutta). 
 AA (12 step program) - Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Upper Small Hall. 

BAPTIZED
In our church was baptized: 

Joseph James Yarus 
(Joseph Yarus and Jeanine Lunn) 

May God's abundant blessing be always 
with our newly baptized,  

their parents and sponsors! 





VOLUNTEER CATECHISTS WANTED 
 We are looking for a few good men and woman 
to teach CCD in school year 2016-2017. If you are look-
ing for ways to make meaningful contributions to our 
church, or to help our children be all they can be - be-
come a CCD teacher. Assistance and training will be pro-
vided so you will be prepared to be an effective teacher. 
Please, call the Parish office and talk to one of our priests.

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, May 1 
 - First Holy Communion 
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
• Thursday, May 5 
 May Crowning 
• Sunday, May 8 
 - Mother’s Day flower sale 
 - Mother’s Day celebration (by Croatian School) 
• Thursday, May 12 
 Mother’s Day Prayer Service (by Marian Society) 
• Friday, May 13 - Sunday, May 15 
 Croatian Days in Chicago 
• Sunday, May 15 
 Club Sinj Memorial Mass and Luncheon 
• Sunday, May 22 
 Prva sv. Pri est

• Saturday, June 4 
 St. Anthony Novena - every evening 
• Sunday, June 5 
 - Health Fair by Mercy Hospital 
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 

Pope Francis' Exhortation 
AMORIS LAETITIA - THE JOY OF LOVE (III) 
by bishop Robert Barron
 However, the Pope also honestly admits that 
many, many people fall short of the ideal, failing fully 
to integrate all of the dimensions of what the Church 
means by matrimony. What is the proper attitude to 
them? Like Cardinal George, the Pope has a visceral 
reaction against a strategy of simple condemnation, 
for the Church, he says, is a field hospital, designed 

to care precisely for the wounded (292). According-
ly, he recommends two fundamental moves. First, we 
can recognize, even in irregular or objectively imper-
fect unions, certain positive elements that participate, 
as it were, in the fullness of married love. Thus for 
example, a couple living together without benefit of 
marriage might be marked by mutual fidelity, deep 
love, the presence of children, etc. Appealing to 
these positive marks, the Church might, according to 
a “law of gradualness,” move that couple toward 
authentic and fully-integrated matrimony (295). This 
is not to say that living together is permitted or in 
accord with the will of God; it is to say that the 
Church can perhaps find a more winsome way to 
move people in such a situation to conversion. 
 The second move - and here we come to 
what will undoubtedly be the most controverted 
part of the exhortation - is to employ the Church’s 
classical distinction between the objective quality of a 
moral act and the subjective responsibility that the 
moral agent bears for committing that act (302). The 
Pope observes that many people in civil marriages 
following upon a divorce find themselves in a nearly 
impossible bind. If their second marriage has proven 
faithful, life-giving, and fruitful, how can they simply 
walk out on it without in fact incurring more sin and 
producing more sadness? This is, of course, not to 
insinuate that their second marriage is not object-
ively disordered, but it is to say that the pressures, 
difficulties, and dilemmas might mitigate their culpabi-
lity. Here is how Pope Francis applies the distinction: 
“Hence it is can no longer simply be said that all 
those in any ‘irregular’ situation are living in a state of 
mortal sin and are deprived of sanctifying grace” 
(301). Could the Church’s minister, therefore, not 
help such people, in the privacy of the rectory parlor 
or the confessional, to discern their degree of moral 
responsibility? Once again, this is not to embrace a 
breezy “anything-goes” mentality, nor to deny that a 
civil marriage after a divorce is objectively irregular; 
it is to find, perhaps, for someone in great pain, a 
way forward.
 Will Amoris Laetitia end all debate on these 
matters? Hardly. But it does indeed represent a deft 
and impressive balancing of the many and often con-
tradictory interventions at the two Synods on the Fa-
mily. As such, it will be of great service to many su-
ffering souls who come to the Field Hospital. 


