
2823 S. Princeton Ave. •• Cardinal Stepinac Way 
Chicago, IL 60616 

Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Advent means 'Coming'. During this season 

the liturgies encourage us, as we look forward to the 
Christmas celebration, to reflect upon the mystery of 
God's coming among us. It is a season of expectation. 
"Stay awake! Be prepared." The advice is clear. And 
chances are, most of us are inclined to follow this 
fervent instruction from the Lord. We'd like to be vi-
gilant. We'd like to be ready. When the ultimate Ad-
vent comes - when Jesus returns - we don't want to 
be the one left standing alone in the field. But on its 
own, the desire to be alert isn't necessarily enough 
to keep us from drifting off into a spiritual siesta. 

Consider the apostles in the Garden of Geth-
semane. Jesus gave them a similar instruction to the 
one he gives today: "Keep watch" (Mt 26:38). And 
what happened? They fell asleep. "The spirit is willing, 
but the flesh is weak" (26:41). How about us? Can 
we really stay awake? Indeed, the season of Advent 
presents a challenge: Jesus asks us to be ready to 
greet him at any hour. Though our spirit may be will-
ing, can our "flesh" pull it off? Especially in this month 
of holiday hustle and bustle, how can we stay con-
stantly focused on welcoming Christ? 

Saint Paul gives us a hint in today's epistle: 
"Put on the armor of light… Put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Rom 13:12, 14). Just as light prevents physi-
cal sleep, so too the light of Christ prevents spiritual 
slumber. When we invite Jesus' Spirit into our hearts, 
it's like keeping a vigil light flickering in the window of 
our souls. We may go about our business, but that 
expectant flame never burns out. So when Jesus 
comes again - even like a thief in the night - he will 
find us ready and waiting. 



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED
Joseph S. Locasto Jr., 63. Father of Joseph W., 

and Nicole; son of Carmella and +Joseph Locasto Sr.; 
grandfather of Frank; brother of Santo (Lynn) Locasto; 
uncle of Christopher and Stephanie Locasto; nephew, 
cousin, and friend of many. He was buried on Saturday, 
November 19, at Queen of Heaven Cemetery, Hillside, IL. 
 May he rest in peace.  

THANK YOU FROM MARIAN SOCIETY 
  The Marian Society board would like to express 
their appreciation on the success of last Sunday's bake 
sale/brunch. Thank you to the volunteers, kitchen help, 
cake donations, monetary donations, and all who joined 
us for an enjoyable day. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR NEW ALTAR SERVERS 
 Last Sunday six new altar servers were commis-
sioned for liturgical ministry in our parish: Victoria Dun-
can, Nora Hartford, Olivia Mangan, Gianna Tognoni, Ni-
cole and Nora Zeimys. Congratulations to them and to 
their families. Let us keep them in our prayers. 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
 We have an Advent Giving Tree in our church. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for St. Jerome Parish fam-
ilies to reach out and extend a hand to the poor in our 
midst who without our help would not have Christmas 

gifts for their children. Please, read 
the cards carefully to see the due 
date and whether gifts should be 

wrapped or not. Would you vol-
unteer and help in delivering the-
se presents? Talk to our priests. 

ST. JEROME SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE  
FOR PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN 
 On Friday, December 2, from 10 a.m. to noon 
there will be an Open House for all prospective students 
at St. Jerome School. Santa Claus will visit the youngest 
students; there will be games and activities; snacks and fun 
for all; parents will be able to meet our wonderful staff. 
Join our school family as we kick off the holiday season. 

DINNER WITH SANTA  
BY ST. JEROME PARENTS CLUB 
 Join us on Saturday, December 3, from 4 to 10 
p.m. at St. Jerome School Hall for family fun filled evening: 
dinner with Santa. Bring your family and friends and enjoy 
a home cooked meal in a festive atmosphere. Santa will be 
available for pictures.  

TACO TUESDAY
TO BENEFIT ST. JEROME SCHOOL 
 Join us on Tuesday, December 6, from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. at Antique Taco Bridgeport (1000 W. 35th St.). 
Just mention St. Jerome when ordering for dine-in or 
pick-up and Antique Taco will donate 15% of your order 
back to St. Jerome School.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 On Thursday, December 8, we celebrate the So-
lemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, the patron feast of the United States. Because of 
the importance of this Solemnity, which celebrates the 
saving work of God in preserving Our Lady from the stain 
of original sin, December 8 is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
We will celebrate Masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:05 a.m. and 7 
p.m. (bilingual). We will pray rosary at 6:30 p.m. Join us. 

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 On the second Sunday of each month young 
adults of our parish get together to pray, sing, reflect on 
the Bible, discuss the current topics and plan future activi-
ties. Gathering is held in the Parish Office starting at 12:15 
p.m. Upcoming date: December 11. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 To celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus, we will 
surround our altar with bright red poinsettias. If you 
would like to make a donation in memory of your loved 
ones or in thanksgiving for special events in your live, 
please, see Mary and Louis Scalise, Jan and Kenny Zekich 
or call our Parish Office. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 ZUMBA - If you want to get in shape and have fun 
- join Zumba every Tuesday and Thursday in the Big Hall 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 AA (12 step program) - AA meetings are held 
every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in Upper Small Hall. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 8 p.m.  





FEAST DAY OF ST. LUCY 
PATRON SAINT OF SANTA LUCIA PARISH 
 On Tuesday, December 13, we celebrate the 
feast day of St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr - patron saint of 
our neighboor - Santa Lucia parish. There will be a vigil 
Mass on Monday, December 12, at 7 p.m. Since St. Lucy is 
patron saint of those who are praying for the health of 
their eyes, there will be a special celebration of sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick.  
 The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to 
wait until a person is at the point of death to receive the 
Sacrament. A careful judgment about the serious nature 
of the illness is sufficient. The Sacrament may be repeated 
if the sick person recovers after the anointing but becom-
es ill once again, or if, during the same illness, the person's 
condition becomes more serious. A person should be 
anointed before surgery when a dangerous illness is the 
reason for the intervention. Old people may be anointed 
if they are in weak condition even though no dangerous 
illness is present. (Rite of Anointing) 
 On Tuesday, December 13, the feast day of St. 
Lucy there will be two Masses: 8:15 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

ADVENT EVENING OF REFLECTION  
 On Friday, December 16, there will be an Advent 
Evening of Reflection at Santa Lucia parish. Dominican 
sister Thomas Aquinas, OP from St. Ignatius College Prep 
will be a guest speaker. Please, join our neighboors of 
Santa Lucia for a nice dinner, a spiritual talk and a night to 
relax and enjoy before Christmas. Doors will open at 6 
p.m.; dinner will start at 6:30 p.m. And Sister will begin 
her program at 7 p.m. The cost for the vening is $15.  

PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY LAND 
IN OCCASION OF 90TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CROATIAN FRANCISCAN CUSTODY  
 From time to time we all need to step back from 
life and take another look at who we are, what we are 
here for, what matters most, and what matters least. 
 Join the Croatian Franciscan Custody of Holy Fa-
mily in celebrating 90th Anniversary of life and work with 
people of our parish communities in USA and Canada. In 
occasion of that anniversary join us on the journey follow-
ing the footsteps of Christ in Holy Land from March 13 to 
24, 2017. We will travel through Galilee, Jerusalem, and 
Bethlehem, actually experiencing the places we have read 
about in the Bible. As you walk where Jesus walked, you 

will too get to know him in a whole new 
way. This pilgrimage experience will 
transform, refocus, and reenergize your 
life. All details for trip, cost, contacts, 
and reservations can be found in bro-
chures in our church. 

• Friday, December 2
 - St. Jerome School Open House 
 - Croatian Women Advent Party 
• Saturday, December 3
 Dinner with Santa 
• Sunday, December 4
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
 - Club Poljica Advent Party 
• Thursday, December 8
 Immaculate Conception of the BVM 
• Friday, December 9
 Marian Society Advent Party 
• Sunday, December 11
 Honoring the memory of Franjo Tu man,  
 the first president of the Republic of Croatia 
• Sunday, December 18
 Cardinal Stepinac Croatian School  
 Christmas Program 

Mature, single woman needs an affordable  
(not expensive) apartment in Chicago.

Call Grace (773-728-0689) and leave a message.


