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20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for 
you as you wish. This woman was an outsider. She was 
a Canaanite, not an Israelite, and as such she would 
have been considered ritually unclean. But she app-
roached Jesus nonetheless and asked for his help. 
And Jesus used this opportunity to teach his disciples 
an important lesson. 

In the verses directly before today's passage, 
Jesus had told Peter that what defiles a person 
comes from the heart, not from ignoring external 
purity practices. Then, Jesus traveled with his discip-
les from Galilee to the region of Tyre and Sidon 
where they were much more likely to encounter 
someone considered to be unclean. 

At first it appeared that Jesus wasn't going to 
acknowledge the woman who begged for help. His 
comment, It is not right to take the food of the children 
and throw it to the dogs, was a common comparison 
between Jews (the children) and Canaanites (the 
dogs). But, in fact, Jesus said this only to go right 
ahead and break this social code! He showed by his 
actions that it did not matter whether someone was 
Jewish or not, what mattered was the faith in a per-
son's heart. And this woman proved to Jesus and the 
doubting disciples that she had great faith. How many 
others would have even approached Jesus to ask for 
his help? How many others would have persevered 
when he appeared unresponsive? By pausing in his 
response, and first mentioning the standard reply, Je-
sus gave this woman the opportunity to demonstrate 
her great faith. And then, he answered her request 
and praised her extraordinary faith. What a lesson 
for his prejudiced disciples! And what a lesson for us, 
both to persevere in faith, and never to judge others 
on mere appearances.



THANK YOU FOR VELIKA GOSPA 
 Thanks be to God and to Our Lady for the week 
of good weather. We are grateful for many who came to 
share our joy in celebrating the Assumption of Our Lady. 
Big thanks to all who have participated in preparing for 

our great feast day. To those who 
attended Novena, praying and sing-
ing: May your intentions be grant-
ed. Several heads and hundreds of 
hands came together and worked 
to make this celebration possible. 
Big thanks to all who helped, 
brought their talents, and worked 
tirelessly: without your help this 
celebration would not be possible. 
 We thank all of you who 
gave donations for flowers in me-
mory of your loved ones that pass-
ed away. Your flower donations 
were used for the Novena flowers. 
Any donations remaining will be 
placed in our general flower fund 
that is used throughout the year. 

 We thank Fr. Mario Knezovi , OFM - our guest 
from Herzegovina, and all priests and seminarians. It was 
an honor that the representatives of the Republic of Cro-
atia – Sanja Lakovi , Consul General and staff, and of the 
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina - Berislav Vujeva, 
Consul General and staff - were with us. 

Sincirely yours Fr. Ivica and Fr. Stipe 

VELIKA GOSPA RAFFLE WINNERS 
• 1st prize - $20,000 

  Debbie Kodzoman  
 • 2nd prize - $5,000 
  Anthony Fratto 
 • 3rd prize - $1,000 
  Luann Walz and Nicky Guadagno 
 • 4th prize - $1,000 
  Hannah Kolano 
 • 5th prize - $1,000 
  Mary Ellen Scalise and Rose Pacella 
 • 6th prize - $1,000 
  Carol Caponigro  
 • 7th prize - $1,000 
  Peso, Munizzi, Peso and Ricci families 
 • 1th early bird - $1,000 
  Pam Munizzi  
 • 2nd early bird - $1,000 
  Marian Segvich  
 Congratulations to all winners. Big thanks to all of 
you who bought or sold raffle tickets and thereby partici-
pated in helping our parish have a successful raffle.  

RENEW MY CHURCH - STUDY & DISCUSS
 RENEW MY CHURCH is a multi-year process of 
strengthening parish vitality and better aligning its re-
sources and mission. We will continue with studying and 
discussing the vision behind the whole process on Thurs-
day, August 24, at 6 p.m. in the St. Jerome Small Hall. We 
will use Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 Ways to Keep 
Yours Alive by Thom S. Rainer. 

PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY HILL, WI 
 Our annual pilgrimage to the National Shrine of 
Mary Help of Christians in Holy Hill, WI will be on Satur-
day, August 26. There will be a bus going from our parish 
at 7 a.m. If you will like to join us on the bus, please, call 
our Parish Office. 

2017 VELIKA GOSPA GOLF OUTING 
 Join parishioners and friends of St. Jerome for the 
2017 Velika Gospa Charity Golf Outing on August 27, at 
the beautiful White Pines golf course in Bensenville, IL.
 11:30 a.m. - Registration and Free Driving Range; 
12:30 p.m. - Shotgun Start; 6 p.m. - Dinner & Reception. 
 We enjoyed much success over the past 13 years, 
donating over $185,000 to children’s causes in Croatia 
and Bosnia & Hercegovina. Visit velikagospagolf.com. 

FOOTBALL MANIA RAFFLE TICKETS 
 Tickets for St. Jerome School’s Annual Football 
Mania Raffle are now on sale. Each $20 ticket has 11 
chances to win a share of $925 in weekly prize money for 
each of the 17 weeks of this fundraiser. Incentives are 
being offered to anyone who would like help with this 
raffle and become a ticket seller. Contact either Jan Ferro 
at 312-560-3864 or the school office at 312-842-7668 to 
purchase tickets or for information on how to become a 
ticket seller. Informational flyers are available in the back 
of church that explains how this raffle works. Football 
Mania begins September 7.  

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 Once a month our youth and young adults gets 
together to pray, sing, reflect on the Bible and discuss the 
current topic. Gathering is held on Sundays at 12:15 p.m. 
in the Parish Office. Upcoming dates: September 10, Oc-
tober 1, November 12, December 10. 

SUNDAY ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE 
AT ST. JEROME AND SANTA LUCIA 
 English Sunday Mass schedule at St. Jerome is: Sa-
turday at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday at 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day Mass schedule at Santa Lucia is: Saturday at 4 p.m. and 
Sunday at 10 a.m. If your schedule calls for Mass attendan-
ce at an alternate time, feel free to bring your St. Jerome 
or Santa Lucia envelope to any of these Masses, and your 
offering will be sent over to your home church. 





TO ST. JEROME SCHOOL ALUMNI 
 We are in a process of creating our school alumni 
data base. If you attended St. Jerome School, please visit 
stjeromeschool.net and click the alumni tab to register. 

ARE YOU A REGISTERED PARISHIONER? 
 If you attend Mass here regularly, we encourage 
you to register as a member of St. Jerome. Registering 
makes the process easier when it is time for baptism, reli-
gious education, weddings and when asked to be a spon-
sor for baptism or confirmation. Visit the Parish Office.  

VOLUNTEER CATECHISTS WANTED 
 We are looking for a few good men and woman 
to teach Religious Education (CCD) in school year 2017-
2018. Assistance and training will be provided so you will 
be prepared to be an effective teacher. 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 Over the past few months you have heard about 
a capital campaign taking place here at St. Jerome to raise 
funds to a multipurpose space, renovate and add class-
rooms, and renovate our parish hall. Our goal, as always, 
is to keep everyone well informed and aware of every-
thing that is taking place. As we go through the campaign, 
we will provide consistent announcements, bulletin in-
serts, and other more direct forms of communication. 
 We will also be providing details about the cam-
paign on our website. Please, pray for the success of the 
upcoming campaign! 

ROSARY EVENINGS IN GERARD’S GARDEN 
 Let us pray Rosary for the Souls in Purgatory in 
Gerard Fratto’s garden (located at 2716 S. Princeton 
Ave.) on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Let us join our intentions 
and pray rosary for those most in need of God’s mercy. 

SANTA LUCIA SUMMER FESTA 
 Santa Lucia Summer Festa will be held on Satur-
day, August 26, at 30th and Wells from 3 to 10 p.m. This 
Festa is being sponsored by Adriatic Club. There will be 
something for everyone: good food, cold drinks, raffle, fun 
games... There will also be inflatable play equipment for 
the children.
 Come and spend some time with parishioners, 
school families and friends of Santa Lucia. 

120TH ANNIVERSARY OF SANTA MARIA 
INCORONATA CELEBRATION 
 The Club Maria SS. Incoronata e San Cristoforo 
di Ricigliano is inviting all to participate in devotion to 
Santa Maria Incoronata. On Sunday, September 10, Mass 
will be celebrated by Joseph Perry, Auxiliary bishop of 
Chicago, at 11 a.m. at St. Therese church (218 W. Alex-
ander St.); at 12:15 p.m. procession with the Sicilian Band 
of Chicago will start; at 3 p.m. there will be an Angel Ce-
remony at Santa Lucia Church. The celebration will end at 
4 p.m. with benediction with the Blessed Sacrament at St. 
Therese Church. Italian dinner buffet will follow the Bene-
diction. Free parking will be available in the lot at Went-
worth Ave. and 24th Pl., next to the expressway. For 
more information, please contact Jim Distasio at 708-222-
1200 or Lucille Salerno at 312-326-3075. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Thursday, August 24
 Renew My Church - study and discuss group 
• Saturday, August 26
 - Pilgrimage to Holy Hill, WI 
 - Santa Lucia Summer Festa 
• Sunday, August 27
 Velika Gospa Golf Outing 

• Thursday, September 7
 Football Mania begins  
• Saturday, September 9
 Croatian School Picnic at the Croatian  
 Franciscans grounds in Hyde Park  

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 8 p.m. 

LOOKING FOR TRAŽI SE 
  APARTMENT 

 Female substitute teacher is looking for an afford-


