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Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Annamaria Babich ........ 312-479-4004 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 12:30 poslije 

podne na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 12:30 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the 

time will come. On this First Sunday of Advent, Jesus 
gives us a wakeup call. This is no time for slumber. 
Now is the time to be on our toes, alert, attentive, 
ready. But for what? For the coming of the Lord of the 
house. During Advent, the Church does her best to 
help us get ready for the second coming of Christ. 
We don't know precisely when he will return, but 
we know that he will. And the fact is, even if it does 
not happen in our lifetime, each and every one of us 
will still have to face the Lord at an unknown hour-
namely, the hour of our death. 

So let us be prepared! Let us be on the watch 
for anything that would threaten this most important 
of all encounters. We want to recognize the Lord as 
a friend and master, so that on seeing him we don't 
cower in fear at his awesome power and strength. 
Instead, we hope to rejoice in finally being able to be-
hold him face-to-face. This of course is the result of a 
healthy and holy relationship with Christ. 

To nurture such a relationship this Advent 
season the Church urges us to recommit to a life of 
prayer, worthy reception of the sacraments, and a 
commitment to following God's loving laws through 
a life of virtue. With these priorities in order, we can 
wait for the second coming with joyful anticipation, 
just as we joyfully await the celebration of Christmas. 

During these weeks of Advent as we prepare 
our homes for the festive holiday season, may we 
also set aside some time and effort to prepare our 
hearts. Then, not only will we appreciate the yuletide 
wonders around us, but we can also look forward to 
the eternal wonders that lie in store.



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED
Mildred “Millie” Leodoro (nee Versetto), 87.

Wife of +Sam "Hardhead"; mother of +Amelia, and +Do-
minic (Melody) Leodoro; daughter of ++Dominick and 
Amelia Versetto; grandmother of Dominic (Dina) Leodo-
ro, and Michael (Ryan) Leodoro; great-grandmother of 
Dominic and Anthony; sister of +Nick (+Rita), Angelo, 
Ann (+Bob), Dominick, and Frances; aunt of many nieces 
and nephews. Member of O.N.I.A.C. Woman's Alliance. 
She was buried on Saturday, November 25, at Queen of 
Heaven Cemetery, Hillside, IL. May she rest in peace. 

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR NEW  
ALTAR SERVERS
 Last Sunday, Novem-
ber 26, two new altar servers 
were commissioned for liturgi-
cal ministry in our parish: Wil-
liam Babich and Johnny Molloy. 
Congratulations to them and 
to their families. To serve at 
the altar is a great honor but 
also a big responsibility. Let us 
keep them in our prayers. 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
 We have an Advent Giving Tree in our church. 
That is a wonderful opportunity for St. Jerome Parish fam-
ilies to reach out and extend a hand to the poor in our 
midst who without our help would not have Christmas 

gifts for their children. 
Please, read the cards 
carefully to see the due 
date and whether gifts 
should be wrapped or 

not. Would you vol-
unteer and help in 
delivering these pre-

sents? Please, talk to 
one of our priests.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 On Friday, December 8, we celebrate the Solem-
nity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the patron feast of the United States. Because of 
the importance of this Solemnity, which celebrates the 
saving work of God in preserving Our Lady from the stain 
of original sin, December 8 is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
 We will celebrate Masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:05 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. (bilingual). We will pray rosary at 6 p.m. 
Join us in honoring our Blessed Mother and deepening 
our love and affection towards her. 

ZVJEZDICE (LITTLE STARS) GIRLS CHOIR
CONCERT IN OUR CHURCH 
 “Zvjezdice” Girls’ Choir is one of the most repre-
sentative music ensembles in Zagreb and Croatia. It was 
founded in 1985 and forms part of the Youth Music Cen-
tre in Zagreb. The members of the choir are all outstand-
ing students of primary and secondary schools in Zagreb. 
They will visit Chicago as a part of their USA Tour. Last 
time they visited us was 7 years ago. This time, they will 
have a concert in our church on Sunday, December 10, at 
12:15 p.m. Bring family and friends to this concert of the 
most beautiful Advent and Christmas music in various lan-
guages. Admission is free. 

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 Once a month our youth and young adults gets 
together to pray, sing, reflect on the Bible and discuss the 
different topics. Gathering is held today in the Upper 
Small Hall starting at 12:15 p.m. and ends by 1:15 p.m. Up-
coming dates: December 10, January 14. 

INVITATION FROM  
CROATIAN FRANCISCANS 
 With praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God, 
Croatian Franciscan Custody of the Holy Family joyfully 
invites us to attend the ordination of Br. Antonio Musa, 
OFM for the sacred order of diaconate, through the im-
position of the hands and the invocation of the Holy Spirit 
by Most Reverend Alberto Rojas, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Chicago. Ordination for diaconate will be celebrated on 
Thursday, December 14, at 6:30 p.m. in our church. Re-
ception will follow in the Big Hall.  
 Please, let us know if you are able to join us for 
this joyous celebration. Send email to: stjeromecroa-
tian@gmail.com, or call: (312) 842-1871. 

VISITING SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
 We would like to visit our sick and homebound 
parishioners before Christmas. Let us know if there is 
someone at home, in hospital or somewhere else who 
desires the Sacraments, so that we can visit them. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 If you would like to make a donation in memory 
of your loved ones or in thanksgiving for special events in 
your live, please, see Mary and Louis Scalise, Jan and Ken-
ny Zekich or call our Parish Office. 

FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY SERIES 
 We continue with the 6-part Franciscan Spirituali-
ty Series. The third session titled Birth of the Lord - St. 
Francis celebrates Christmas will be on Wednesday, January 
3, at 7 p.m. in the St. Jerome Small Hall. The presenter 
will be Fr. Lawrence Frankovich, OFM - West Allis, WI. 





QUEEN OF HEARTS 
ST. JEROME SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
 This raffle is a weekly 50/50 split the pot. If your 
ticket is drawn and your number reveals the Queen of 
Hearts on the board, you are a winner. If no one wins, 
new tickets are purchased and the pot rolls over. Draw-
ing is held every Sunday at 8 p.m. at Turtle’s Bar & Grill 
(238 W. 33rd St.). Winner need not be present. Tickets 
are 6 for $5. They can be purchased at Turtle’s Bar & 
Grill or at our school. 

FEAST DAY OF ST. LUCY 
PATRON SAINT OF SANTA LUCIA PARISH 
 On Wednesday, December 13, the feast day of St. 
Lucy, Virgin and Martyr is celebrated. There will be a vigil 
Mass at Santa Lucia church on Tuesday, December 12, at 
7 p.m. Since St. Lucy is patron saint of those who are 
praying for the health of their eyes, there will be a special 
celebration of the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  
 There is no need 
to wait until a person is at 
the point of death to re-
ceive the Sacrament of 
Anointing. A careful judg-
ment about the serious na-
ture of the illness is suffici-
ent. The Sacrament may be 
repeated if the sick person 
recovers after the anointing 
but becomes ill once again, 
or if, during the same ill-
ness, the person's condition 
becomes more serious. A 
person should be anointed 
before surgery when a dan-
gerous illness is the reason 
for the intervention. Old 
people may be anointed if they are in weak condition 
even though no dangerous illness is present.  
 On Wednesday, December 13, the feast day of St. 
Lucy two Masses will be celebrated: 8:15 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

NUT AND CANDY HOLIDAY SALE 
AT SANTA LUCIA 
 Santa Lucia Parish and School are hosting a Supe-
rior Nut and Candy Holiday sale in Maratea Hall (school 
hall) from December 2 to 12. The shop will be open on 
Saturdays from 1-6 p.m., on Sundays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
and on December 12 from 3-6 p.m. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 FIT TRAINING - If you want to get in shape and 
have fun - join Fit Training every Tuesday in the Big Hall 
from 7 to 8 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Advent Party will be on Wed-
nesday, December 13, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 8 p.m. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, December 3
 - Club Poljica Advent Party 
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
• Friday, December 8
 - Immaculate Conception of the BVM 
 - Marian Society Advent Party 
• Saturday, December 9
 Hercegova ka no
• Sunday, December 10
 'Zvjezdice' concert 
• Wednesday, December 13
 Book Club Advent Party 
• Thursday, December 14
 Ordination for diaconate of Br. Antonio Musa 
• Saturday, December 16
 Croatian School Christmas Program 
• Wednesday, December 20
 St. Jerome School Christmas Program in church 
• Monday, December 25
 Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 


