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   3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

There is one ... coming after me, whose sandal 
strap I am not worthy to untie. Untying sandal straps 
was no prestigious job. In the days of John the Bap-
tist, those straps would have been especially un-
pleasant to deal with. Besides the usual odors that 
accompany sockless leather footwear, there would 
have been the grime and dirt from the sandy roads 
and paths that swirled around the people who went 
everywhere on foot. Taking off someone's shoes 
upon their arrival was the task of the lowly servants. 
So when John says he's unworthy of doing this task 
for the one who is coming after me, he is putting him-
self in a very humble position. And rightly so. 

John realizes that the Christ-the Anointed 
One, the Messiah-is so far above him, so far above 
any of us, that we are truly unworthy of him. Indeed, 
the Son of God is not just the greatest of men; he is 
God-made-man and in his presence we most appro-
priately should bow in humble homage. Yet this God 
chose to stoop down to our human level and walk 
among us. He chose to get his sandals dirty. And still 
today he chooses to allow us to encounter him as a 
friend and companion. 

But as John reminds us by his example, this 
encounter with the Lord is not the result of our own 
merits or accomplishments. We are sinners who 
stand in need of Christ's help. But thanks be to God, 
he is always willing to extend this help to us. As St. 
Paul says in today's epistle, May the God of peace 
make you perfectly holy. Indeed it is God who does 
the perfecting, not us by our own power. So let us 
approach the Lord this Advent season with a spirit of 
hopeful humility, trusting that God alone can make us 
worthy of welcoming his Son.



ADVENT GIVING TREE 
 We have an Advent Giving Tree in our church. 
That is a wonderful opportunity for St. Jerome Parish fam-
ilies to reach out and extend a hand to the poor in our 

midst who without our help 
would not have Christmas gifts 
for their children. Please, bring 
your gifts to church by tomor-

row. Would you volunteer 
and help in delivering these 
presents? Please, talk to one 

of our priests.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
 Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of 
Christ and the best way to prepare is to go to the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation to confess our sins and to receive 
the graces to live holier lives. Today - Sunday, December 
17, there will be 5 or 6 priests at St. Jerome available for 
confessions from 6 to 8 p.m. They will hear confessions in 
a quiet, peaceful atmosphere ideal for examining our con-
science. Use this opportunity and get ready for Christmas. 

81ST BIRTHDAY OF POPE FRANCIS 
 On December 17, 1936 in Buenos Aires, Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio, the son of Italian immigrants Mario and 
Regina Sivori, was born. He graduated as a chemical tech-
nician and then went on the path of the priesthood, en-
tering the diocesan seminary, and later the novitiate of 

the Society of Jesus. 
On December 13, 
1969 Jorge Bergoglio 
was ordained a priest. 
On May 20, 1992 
Pope St. John Paul II 
appointed him Bishop 
and created him a 
Cardinal on February 
21, 2001. He was 
elected Pope on 
March 13, 2013.  

CHURCH CLEANING FOR CHRISTMAS 
 On Tuesday, December 19, at 6:30 p.m., please, 
come and help us to clean our church to look nice for 
Christmas. We ask all who can help to come! The more 
people come, the sooner we are going to be done. 

VISITING SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
 Do you have any family members who are at 
home or in hospital and are not able to come to church? 
Do they desire to receive Sacraments before Christmas 
(Confession and Holy Communion)? Let us know about 
them so that we could visit them before Christmas. 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Soon you will be able to take your box of enve-
lopes for year 2018. They will be prepared in the en-
trance area of the church. Please, let us know if you are 
regular parishioner but without offertory envelopes. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 If you would like to make a donation in memory 
of your loved ones or in thanksgiving for special events in 
your live, please, see Mary and Louis Scalise, Jan and Ken-
ny Zekich or call our Parish Office. 

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S MASS 
 Christmas Eve Children's Mass will be on Sunday, 
December 24, at 5 p.m. School children and parishioners, 
preschool thru 8th grade, are invited to take part. 

CALENDARS FOR 2018 
 St. Jerome wall calendars for 2018 will be availa-
ble soon in the entrance area of the church thanks to Mi-
chael Coletta Sons Funeral Home. 

ARE YOU A REGISTERED PARISHIONER? 
 If you attend Mass here regularly, we encourage 
you to register as a member of St. Jerome. Registering in 
the parish makes the process much easier when it is time 
for infant baptism, religious education registration, wed-
dings and when asked to be a sponsor for baptism or con-
firmation. Registering is easy. Visit our parish office. 

FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY SERIES 
 We continue with the 6-part Franciscan Spirituali-
ty Series. The third session titled Birth of the Lord - St. 
Francis celebrates Christmas will be on Wednesday, January 
3, at 7 p.m. in the St. Jerome Small Hall. The presenter 
will be Fr. Lawrence Frankovich, OFM - West Allis, WI. 

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 On the second Sunday of each month young 
adults of our parish get together to pray, sing, reflect on 
the Bible, discuss the current topics and plan future activi-
ties. Gathering is held in the Parish Office starting at 12:15 
p.m. Upcoming dates: January 14, February 11, March 11. 

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

I) Tomislav P. Pavljaševi  & Ariel C. Kallas 
II) Thomas M. Rosenak & Cara M. Suglich 



RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 
ADULTS (RCIA) CLASSES
 Are you curious about the Catholic faith? Have 
you been baptized Catholic but never formed in the faith? 



QUEEN OF HEARTS 
ST. JEROME SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
 This raffle is a weekly 50/50 split the pot. If your 
ticket is drawn and your number reveals the Queen of 
Hearts on the board, you are a winner. If no one wins, 
new tickets are purchased and the pot rolls over. Draw-
ing is held every Sunday at 8 p.m. at Turtle’s Bar & Grill 
(238 W. 33rd St.). Winner need not be present. Tickets 
are 6 for $5. They can be purchased at Turtle’s Bar & 
Grill or at our school. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 An old joke asks, "What time is Midnight Mass?" 
The answer is not really obvious, since Christmas is uni-
que in having several distinct celebrations. The readings 
and prayers vary greatly from hour to hour. The Vigil 
Mass hinges on the family heritage of Jesus and his origins. 
The concept of "midnight" predates clock time, and really 
has to do with a celebration in the hours of darkness. The 
first Mass after sunrise, the Mass at Dawn, was once 
known as "The Shepherds' Mass," and later Masses set 
aside stories of Jesus' birth to focus on the key to the 
day's celebration: John the Evangelist's majestic theology 
of Christ's identity as the Word made flesh, dwelling 
among us. One feast, four separate Masses.  
 Parishioners typically take just one entry point 
into the mystery. Yet there is much to savor and celebra-
te in the coming of Christ into the world.

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 FIT TRAINING - If you want to get in shape and 
have fun - join Fit Training every Tuesday in the Big Hall 
from 7 to 8 p.m. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 8 p.m. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, December 17
 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
• Wednesday, December 20
 St. Jerome School Christmas Program in church 
• Friday, December 22
 Cleaning and decorating of the church 
• Sunday, December 24
 - Christmas Eve Children’s Mass (5 p.m.) 
 - Croatian Midnight Christmas Mass (12 p.m.) 
• Monday, December 25
 Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Masses  
  English - 7:30 & 9:30  
  Croatian - 11 a.m. 


