
2823 S. Princeton Ave. •• Cardinal Stepinac Way 
Chicago, IL 60616 

Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Annamaria Babich ........ 312-479-4004 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 12:30 poslije 

podne na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 12:30 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall name him Jesus. Today is the last Sun-
day of the Advent season, and we hear in the Gospel 
the anticipation of the feast we will celebrate in just 
one day. Christmas is coming! Jesus is on his way! 

We have had weeks to prepare for this mo-
mentous occasion, and now we are on the very verge 
of its arrival. The children in our midst can hardly con-
tain their excitement as they wait to wake up on 
Christmas morning. The thrill of this coming moment 
is meant to remind us of the joy and anticipation we 
should all feel as we await the coming of Christ. Yes, 
Christmas is a great feast, but there is more here than 
a remembrance of the past or a fabulous party in the 
present. There is a looking-ahead as well. We celebra-
te as we anticipate. 

Much as Mary must have waited in wonder 
during the nine months of her pregnancy, we wait in 
hopeful expectation looking forward to being reunited 
with our Savior. Our future is full of hope. The deflat-
ing melancholy that afflicts many people after a holiday 
runs its course need not be the experience of the 
Christian waiting for Christ. We are always looking 
forward to something! There is never a moment when 
we have no cause for joy. Our lives are lived in a kind 
of unending advent as we stand in watchful waiting. 

Let us remember this as we enter into our 
Christmas Eve gatherings and festivities. As we join 
with family and friends to share in the good things of 
this life, may we carry with us the joy of knowing that 
even better things lie in store for us who welcome the 
infant Jesus into our hearts and homes. 



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 
Joseph Mazurkiewicz Sr., 62. Husband of An-

gelica Trujillo; father of Joe Jr. (Sam) and stepfather of 
Monica, Erik Gonzalez and Alexandria Salinas; grandfather 
of Josephine, Gigi, Desiree, Julian, Leo and Amaya; son of 
++Eugene and Connee Mazurkiewicz; brother of John, 
Maryann (Peter) Balskus, Robert (Robin) and Lynda 
(Dwight) Marquardt; uncle of many nieces and nephews. 
Funeral prayer service was celebrated on Wednesday, 
December 13, at Dalcamo Funeral Home, Chicago, IL. 

Mary D. Van Hecke (nee Botica), 85. Wife of 
+Leonard; mother of Larry (Cathy) and +Lenny (Janet); 
grandmother of John and Jessica; great-grandmother of 
Emily; sister of +Christine, +Mike (+Dorothy), +Florian 
"Ziggy" (+Rose), +Anthony "Midge" (+Shirley); and sister-
in-law of +Albert (+Esther) Van Hecke and +Eleanor Fur-
lan; aunt of many nieces and nephews. She was buried on 
Thursday, December 14, at St. Mary Cemetery, Evergreen 
Park, IL.  

Mary Ann Considine (nee Arrigo), 80. Mother 
of Michael (Bonnie), Jerry (Michaelina) and William (Che-
ryl); grandmother of Adam, Shaun, Ben, Alexandra, An-
drew, Jerry, Michael, Bethany, Mariah, Danielle, Lauren 
and Anna; great-grandmother of six; daughter of ++Mary 
and Charles Arrigo; sister of Marguerite (+Joseph) Scu-
maci, Vincent (+Lorraine) Arrigo, and +Anthony (Eva) 
Arrigo; aunt of many nieces and nephews. She was buried 
on Saturday, December 16, at St. Mary Cemetery, Ever-
green Park, IL.  

Daniel A. Bajic, 87. Retired Army Veteran of 
WWII, Korean War, and the Vietnam War; father of Lani 
(Frank) Melendez, Chris (John) Sorrentino, David (Misty), 
Mark (Tabatha), and +Daniel Bajic Jr.; grandfather of Jack-
lyn (Niko) Michas, Johnny Sorrentino, Candra (Joe) Scal-
ise, Frank A. Melendez, Ava Courtois, and Mackenzie 
Hadsall; brother of ++John, Stanley, Christine Overholser, 
and Mathew Bajic; uncle of many nieces and nephews. 
Member of Bridgeport V.F.W. Post #5079, and the Amer-
ican Legion. Funeral Mass was celebrated in our church 
on Monday, December 18. 
 May they rest in peace.

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Boxes of offertory envelopes for year 2018 are in 
the entrance area of the church. Please, pick up your box-
es as soon as possible. Thank you for your financial sup-
port through the year. Please, let us know if you are regu-
lar parishioner but without offertory envelopes. 

CALENDARS FOR 2018 
 St. Jerome wall calendars for 2018 will be availa-
ble soon in the entrance area of the church thanks to Mi-
chael Coletta Sons Funeral Home. 

THANK YOU
Thank you to all of you who joined us for the Mass of 

diaconate ordination of our brother Br. Antonio Musa. This 
celebration of faith, hope and love strengthens us and our lives 
while we are walking towards the Kingdom of God. Thank you 
to all of you who helped with the organization of this event. 
Thank you to all of you who had showed your love and your 
closeness to Br. Antonio and to all of us friars. Your  

Croatian Franciscans 

THANK YOU WITH OUR WHOLE HEART 
Dear friends and parishioners, thank you for all 

the moments we have been together in Advent! Let us 
look forward to Christmas season! 

Thank you for making it a priority to participate 
in our celebrations, concerts, programs and events. 

Thank you for all of your gifts to our parish 
with which you unselfishly help the life of our parish com-
munity. May the good God abundantly reward you! 

Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, good 
wishes, cards and gifts to us, your priests, during this holy 
season, and for your generous love! 

A special thanks to everyone who in this busy 
past weeks found time to help in the cleaning that pre-
pared our church for these glorious days. Thank you for 
your time, effort and dedication. 

Our particular gratitude goes out to Louis Scal-
ise and Kenny Zekich for festively decorating our church. 
Their devotion helps lift up all our hearts to give glory to 
God! 

Thanks to all of you who donated for the beau-
tiful flowers adorning our church these holy days. 

For all of charitable works you have done in the 
weeks before Christmas (Baby Bottles and Advent Giving 
Tree). Thank you for responding so generously to the 
invitation to buy gifts for needy children. 

Thanks to all who donate food for the poor and 
homeless! Your response has been truly impressive. 

We are especially grateful for your Christmas 
witness of love and faith in Christ our Lord. Together we 
go forward in that faith into 2018! 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS WITH LOVE

from your Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica and Fr. Stipe 

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

II) Tomislav P. Pavljaševi  & Ariel C. Kallas 
III) Thomas M. Rosenak & Cara M. Suglich 





QUEEN OF HEARTS 
ST. JEROME SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
 This raffle is a weekly 50/50 split the pot. If your 
ticket is drawn and your number reveals the Queen of 
Hearts on the board, you are a winner. If no one wins, 
new tickets are purchased and the pot rolls over. Draw-
ing is held every Sunday at 8 p.m. at Turtle’s Bar & Grill 
(238 W. 33rd St.). Winner need not be present. Tickets 
are 6 for $5. They can be purchased at Turtle’s Bar & 
Grill or at our school. 

THE BEST WAY  
TO KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS  
IS TO KEEP MASS IN CHRISTMAS 
 This Christmas, let us celebrate anew the fact that 
God has come in the flesh to accompany and save us! Let 
us not forget: Christmas is a season, not just a day. We 
celebrate several important feasts after December 25, 
especially: January 1 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
(a holy day of obligation); January 7 – Feast of the Epipha-
ny; January 8 – Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (traditio-
nal finish of Christmas Season). 

ARE YOU A REGISTERED PARISHIONER? 
 If you attend Mass here regularly, we encourage 
you to register as a member of St. Jerome. Registering in 
the parish makes the process much easier when it is time 
for infant baptism, religious education registration, wed-
dings and when asked to be a sponsor for baptism or con-
firmation. Visit or call our Parish Office. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, December 24
 - Christmas Eve Children’s Mass (5 p.m.) 
 - Croatian Midnight Christmas Mass (12 p.m.) 
• Monday, December 25
 Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Masses  
  English - 7:30 & 9:30  
  Croatian - 11 a.m. 
• Sunday, December 31
 New Year’s Eve Celebration at Croatian  
 Cultural Center (2845 W. Devon Ave.) 

• Monday, January 1
 New Year’s Day - Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 (Masses at 7:30, 9:30 and 11 a.m.) 
• Wednesday, January 3
 Franciscan Spirituality Series 
• Sunday, January 28
 Young adults mini-retreat 

estit i blagoslovljen Boži  žele vam vaši 
fra Ivica i fra Stipe 

Dear parishioners,  
friends and benefactors! 
May the Incarnated Word of God  
- Jesus Christ, the newborn baby  
from the Bethlehem manger,  
bring love and God’s closeness  
to our families  
and to every human heart. 

We wish you a  
Merry and Blessed Christmas

Utjelovljena Rije  Božja - Isus Krist,  
novoro eno betlehemsko dijete,  
neka donese u naše obitelji  
ljubav i blizinu Božju. 
Neka se Krist rodi i me u nama
da nam tako donese mir i dobro.

Dragi župljani, prijatelji i dobro initelji! 


