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7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
It's not a question you ask in polite company. 

Actually, it probably not a question you ask at all, ex-
cept possibly in counseling or psychotherapy. The 
question is, "Who do you hate?" The quick response 
is, "Well, I do not hate anybody. There are some 
people I dislike, and some folks I don't get along with, 
but I do not really hate anyone." So maybe a better 
way of asking the question is, "Who is it that you do 
not love?" If we truly look into our hearts and start 
cataloging, that list just might start to add up. 

Of all the commands of Jesus, it is likely that 
the one in today's Gospel is the most difficult. "Love 
your enemies," he says to his followers. That may be 
possible in the theoretical; it is really, really difficult 
in actual life. While day-to-day slights that take place 
don't rise to the level of making someone an enemy, 
there are in fact folks that raise one's ire. And there 
are people whose conduct truly makes them an 
enemy, either to a particular individual, or to a whole 
group of people. And that is hard to accept. If there 
is a situation that requires thorough conversion of 
heart, then it comes for the Christian when he or 
she tries to fulfill Jesus' command to love one's ene-
mies.

So now that the challenge is out there, what's 
to be done about it? Well for starters, the beginning 
of Lent is only two-and-a-half weeks away. Maybe 
you'd like to start now by making an enemies' list but 
for your own prayer, as a way to begin to love.  

It won't be easy, and some past angers may 
return, but it could be a very productive Lent if you 
begin to take the people on that list and pray for 
them one by one as Jesus commands. 



YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 Once a month young adults of our parish get to-
gether to pray, sing, and plan activities. Gathering is held 
today in the Parish Office starting at 12:15 p.m. Upcoming 
dates: March 12, April 2, May 14, June 11. 

MARIAN SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEMBER MEETING 
 The Marian Society all member meeting will be on 
Sunday, February 26, at 12:30 pm in the Big Hall. All mem-
bers are invited as well as any ladies that might join this 
Society. Refreshments will be served. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 The holy time of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 
March 1. Holy Masses will be celebrated at 7:30 a.m. and 
9 a.m. in English, and 7 p.m. in Croatian. Ashes (sign of pe-
nance and conversion) will be distributed after each Mass. 

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 We will have the devotion of the Stations of the 
Cross during Lent in English on Fridays at 7 p.m. and in 
Croatian on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

BAKALAR DINNER BY CLUB POLJICA
 On Saturday, March 4, traditional Bakalar Dinner 
will be served at 7 p.m. in the Big Hall. This delicious Len-
ten tradition is organized by Club Poljica. Get your tickets 
as soon as possible because they are in great demand. 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE CROATIAN FRANCISCAN CUSTODY 
 The Croatian Franciscans have been present on 
this continent for more than 100 years. The Croatian 
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Family was founded 90 
years ago. We would like to celebrate this anniversary 
together with you. The solemn banquet and presentation 
of our shared history will be held at the Croatian Cultural 
Center in Chicago on Sunday, March 5, beginning at 1 pm. 
Entrance is free, but you will not be allowed to enter 
without a reservation. You may make your reservations 
and pick up your tickets at the parish rectories.   

CROATIAN LANGUAGE FOR ADULTS 
 Do you want to learn Croatian? Are you over 18 
years old? Join the group that is going to be formed soon. 
All levels are welcome. Mario Ivan i  will be a teacher. If 
you would like to find more information, please, call 773-
875-3350 or stop at our Parish Office.  

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR 2016 
 Our annual collection financial recap for 2016 is 
ready. We are grateful to all of you for your generosity to 
our parish community year after year. Thank you for all 
that you do for St. Jerome's and for making it your home. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
OF PRIJATELJI ORCHESTRA 
 The Prijatelji Orchestra will celebrate its 25th 
anniversary with concert and dinner on Saturday, March 
11, at the Crystal Sky Banquets (7941 W. 47th St., 
McCook, IL.), with special performance of the Lyric 
Opera Chicago voices show "Kumovi" featuring the Kirin-
Gornick band and guests. Doors open at 4 p.m., concert 
start at 5 p.m. Tickets for concert and dinner are: adults 
$45 and children $20. For tickets and more info call Joan 
Sipich (312-326-3205) or John Gornick (773-586-7723). 

ST. JOSEPH’S TABLE BY  
SANTA LUCIA-SANTA MARIA INCORONATA
 Santa Lucia parish will celebrate St. Joseph’s Table 
on Sunday, March 19. Holy Mass (10 a.m.) will be follow-
ed by blessing of St. Joseph's table and altar in the school 
hall. Pasta dinner will be served from 11 a.m. until 2:30 
p.m. If you wish to help, please, contact Mrs. Longo at 
312-515-8540. Donations are appreciated. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 ZUMBA - If you want to get in shape and have fun 
- join Zumba every Tuesday and Thursday in the Big 
Hall from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wed-
nesday, March 8, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. They 
are reading “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrik Backman.  
 AA - AA meetings are held every Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. in Upper Small Hall. This is a nice group of 
people who are following the 12 step program. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 8 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE 
• Sunday, February 19
 Nino Raspudi  at Croatian Cultural Center 
• Sunday, February 26
 - Marian Society Annual Member Meeting 
 - “Za selja kim stolom” dinner by Hrvatska loza  
 (at Croatian Cultural Center) 

• Wednesday, March 1
 Ash Wednesday ( ista srijeda - Pepelnica) 
• Saturday, March 4
 Bakalar Dinner by Club Poljica 
• Sunday, March 5
 Croatian Franciscan Custody 90th Anniversary  
 Banquet (at Croatian Cultural Center) 
• Monday, March 13 - Friday, March 24
 Pilgrimage to Holy Land 

• Sunday, April 9
 - Cvjetnica - Palm Sunday 





2017 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
COMMITMENT WEEKEND 
 This weekend, we will be conducting the Annual 
Catholic Appeal in-pew Commitment Weekend. The 
Annual Catholic Appeal is much different than a one-time 
special collection. It is a pledge campaign where you can 
make a gift payable in installments. 
 The ACA theme, “Love Your Neighbor As Your-
self,” was selected to remind us that our contributions to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal enable the funded ministries 
and services to share God’s love with many others in our 
Parish and our Archdiocese. 
 Each pledge makes a difference because all Parish-
es participate in the campaign and the gifts of many enable 
our Archdiocese to deliver needed ministries and servi-
ces. Thank you for your prayerful consideration and gene-
rous response. 

SUNDAY ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE 
AT ST. JEROME AND SANTA LUCIA 
 Regular English Mass schedule at St. Jerome is: Sa-
turday evening at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday morning at 7:30 
and 9:30 a.m. Regular Mass schedule at Santa Lucia is: Sa-
turday evening at 4 p.m. and Sunday morning at 10 a.m. If 
your schedule calls for Mass attendance at an alternate 
time, feel free to bring your St. Jerome or Santa Lucia en-
velope to any of these Masses, and we will ensure your 
offering gets sent over to your home church.   

LENTEN DISCIPLINES
OF FASTING AND ABSTINENCE 
 Lent is coming. As Catholics we are looking for-
ward to the feast of Easter and the great 50 day celebrati-
on of Easter. However, to truly enjoy something, like a 
feast, we need to feel hungry. If we are full, then we can 
not enjoy that meal to which we are looking forward. 
This in a nutshell is our Catholic understanding of fast and 
abstinence. We associate ourselves with the suffering 
Christ in his 40 day fast in the desert. During the season 
of Lent, we spiritually give up something that we like. 
Then on Easter when we celebrate with the entire church 
the great feast of the resurrection of Christ and our Len-
ten fast is broken, we also celebrate with a family Easter 
meal with those we love. Christ loves us more than we 
may imagine. That is why he suffered. 

Fasting and abstinence on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday: Fasting consists of eating only one 
meal, with the possibility of two smaller snacks that do 
not add up to a single full meal. Catholics in good health 
ages 18 to 59 are required to fast and to abstain from 
meat on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday and to abstain 
from meat all other Fridays in Lent. Youth 13 and older 
are to abstain from meat on these days. 

Abstinence from meat on Fridays: Catholics 
refrain from eating meat on all Fridays, as an act of 
penitence. In the US, Catholics are permitted to 
substitute another penance outside of the season of Lent. 
During Lent, however, all Catholics are obliged not to eat 
meat on Fridays. 

Penance during Lent: The season of Lent is a 
penitential time and should also be marked by some 
additional form of self-denial. 

FOR RENT IZNAJMLJUJE SE 
  29TH ST. & SHIELDS AVE. 

 5 rooms. 1&1/2 bedrooms. Central heating & air. 
No pets. No smoking. Call 312-493-2864. 

IDEMO NA ML ADIFEST !


