
2823 S. Princeton Ave. •• Cardinal Stepinac Way 
Chicago, IL 60616 

Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Debra Kodzoman ......... 312-730-6086 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 1 poslije podne 

na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 1 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





SOLEMNITY OF MARY,  
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

JThe Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, is 
celebrated on the Octave of Christmas. Octave 
comes from the Latin word for “eight,” and is the 
name for the ancient Church practice of celebrating 
Christmas for 8 days. The tradition dates back to the 
Old Testament, when the Hebrew people observed 
many of their feasts for a period of 8 days. For ex-
ample, the “Feast of Tabernacles” and the “Dedica-
tion of the Temple.” Later, the Roman Emperor 
Constantine added the celebration of the dedication 
of basilicas to this tradition. In the past, there were 
several feasts that were celebrated with octaves; 
since Vatican Council II, only Easter and Christmas 
have octaves. The reason the Hebrews celebrated 
for 8 days was that life was so hectic for them and fa-
milies struggled under pressures and divisions caused 
by pagan traditions; the Church granted a period of 8 
days, so that families could more fully take in the im-
portance of these liturgical feasts. With Christmas 
bearing the importance that it does, it’s no wonder 
the Church allows us eight days of special contempla-
tion (although traditionally the Christmas season 
ends with the Baptism of Jesus, celebrated on January 
9 this year). 

Mother of God, or in Greek Theotokos, is 
the highest title ever to be given to Mary. She was 
given this title during the Council of Ephesus in 431 
AD. The Council taught that Jesus’ humanity and di-
vinity could not be separated, and therefore Mary 
rightly deserved the title Mother of God. Mary 
brought Jesus into the world, and so she truly is 
God’s mother, since Jesus is the second person of 
the Trinity. The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, 
is the oldest feast of Mary celebrated in the Catholic 
Church.



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 
Phillip F. Bertucci, 53. Son of ++Philip and Jea-

nine n. Cosentino; husband of Kathleen. He was buried 
on Tuesday, December 27, at Queen of Heaven Ceme-
tery, Chicago, IL. May he rest in peace. 

THANK YOU 
Dear parishioners, friends and benefactors!  

 We would like to congratulate each one of you as 
we celebrate the gift of the New Year. After the gift of nativ-
ity of his son Jesus, God has given us gift of another year. 
 We would like to thank everyone for participation 
and contribution in making St. Jerome a beautiful communi-
ty. We thank you for the financial, spiritual, and moral sup-

port that you give to 
the parish.
 May the good 
Lord continue to bless 
and reward you. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR
WITH LOVE

FROM YOUR
FRANCISCAN FRIARS

Fr. Ivica & Fr. Stipe 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 Boxes of offertory envelopes are in the entrance 
area of the church. Please, pick up your boxes as soon as 
possible. Thank you for your financial support through the 
year. Please, let us know if you are regular parishioner but 
without offertory envelopes. 

CALENDARS
 St. Jerome wall calendars for 2017 are available in 
the entrance area of the church thanks to Michael Coletta 
Sons Funeral Home. 

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 Every second Sunday of month young adults of 
our parish get together to pray, sing, and plan activities. 
Gathering is held in the Parish Office starting at 12:15 
p.m. Upcoming dates: January 8, February 12. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
 BOOK CLUB - Next meeting will be on Wed-
nesday, January 11, 2017, at 7 p.m. in Lower Small 
Hall. We are reading “Lines” by a Chicago author Geralyn 
Hesslau Magrady. She will be at our meeting.  

“KUNA” DINNER 
 Croatian Hunters Club “Kuna” will host a tradi-
tional annual dinner in our Big Hall on Saturday, January 
28, at 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchased in advance from 
members of club or by calling Zdravko at 773-908-2364. 

ST. BLAISE FEAST (FESTA SV. VLAHA)
 Dubrovnik Club is organizing the celebration of 
their patron saint - the feast of St. Blaise, on Saturday, 
February 4 in the School Hall. Door will be open at 6:30 
p.m. and dinner will be served at 7 p.m. There will be mu-
sic and entertainment. Welcome! Holy Mass in honor of 
St. Blaise will be celebrated on Sunday, February 5 at 11 
a.m. in Croatian. Blessing of the throats will take place on 
all Masses that Sunday.  

PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY LAND  
IN OCCASION OF 90TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CROATIAN FRANCISCAN CUSTODY  
 From time to time we all need to step back from 
life and take another look at who we are, what we are 
here for, what matters most, and what matters least. 
 Join the Croatian Franciscan Custody of Holy Fa-
mily in celebrating 90th Anniversary of life and work with 
people of our parish communities in USA and Canada. In 
occasion of that anniversary join us on the journey follow-
ing the footsteps of Christ in Holy Land from March 13 to 
24, 2017. We will travel through Galilee, Jerusalem, and 
Bethlehem, actually experiencing the places we have read 
about in the Bible. As you walk where Jesus walked, you 
will too get to know him in a whole new way. This pil-
grimage experience will transform, refocus, and reener-
gize your life. For trip details, cost, and contacts, please, 
visit our parish office.

SAVE THE DATE 
• Saturday, January 28
 ”Kuna” Croatian Hunters Club Dinner 
• Sunday, January 29
 Health Fair by Mercy Hospital 

• Saturday, February 4
 Festa sv. Vlaha - St. Blaise Celebration 

BAPTIZED
In our church was baptized: 

Ella Francesca Baldassarre 
(Frank Baldassarre and Renee Corpus) 
May God's abundant blessing be always 

with our newly baptized, 
her parents and sponsors! 



WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

III) Michael Bartoli  & Michelle Roberts 



THANK YOU FROM THE WOMEN'S CENTERS 
OF GREATER CHICAGOLAND

St. Jerome Croatian church collected a total of 
$2,773.33 for The Women's Center in the 2016 Baby 
Bottle Project!  
 We are absolutely thrilled with the generosity of 
your parish and the donation we received from you. It is 
wonderful that you believe in our Life Saving Mission and 
that your parishioners are so charitable. We appreciate 
your help with this endeavor. Since the baby Bottle Project 
is an essential part of our organoiyation's fundraising, it is 
an incredible blessing to us and the women and babies 
we serve that we can count on your support year after 
year. These funds allow us to provide real, practical assis-
tance to women in crisis pregnancies. Not only do we 
help them choose life for their babies, but then we are 
able to provide them with much needed material assis-
tance and emotional support. We have over 3,500 
appointments with women every year and give away over 
$500,000 in material goods. 
 We want to express to you, the office staff, the 
parishioners and everyone involved at your parish our sin-
cere appretiation. Congatulations and thanks again! 

Mary Storm, Executive Director 
Janet Back, Maganer of Fundraising 

THANK YOU FROM ST. JAMES SOCIAL CARE 
Thank you for your generous donation of abun-

dant food to St. James Food Pantry. Your donation was 
timely since more struggling families seek food assistance 
during the holidays. Thank You. 
 St. James Food Pantry served 1,723 households in 
November with an additional 257 families being aided by 
our produce distribution on the Second Saturday of No-
vember. The pantry also distributed 680 lunches to the 
homeless and made 125 deliveries to homebound seni-
ors. Thank you for making it possible for us to care for 
the less fortunate. Gratefully 

 Peter Wawire, Director of Social Care 


