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24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

I forgave you your entire debt because you begg-
ed me to. Should you not have had pity on your fellow 
servant, as I had pity on you? The parable Jesus tells 
today is the story of a king, but in truth it is about 
Jesus himself. He is the "king" who has forgiven our 
debts. We are the "servants" whose sins have earned 
us chastisement. But when we repent and ask for 
Christ's mercy, he grants it to us without hesitation. 

The point of the parable, then, is that we too 
should extend this mercy to others. We should not 
be like that "wicked servant" who begged for mercy 
but would not show it to others. Elsewhere, Jesus 
teaches us to pray, Forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors (Mt. 6:12). We use different words, but a 
similar meaning when we pray the Our Father asking 
God to forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. But are we sure that we mean 
what we say? 

It's important to pause and evaluate how we 
are doing in this regard. Are we harboring any 
grudges? Are there people we refuse to forgive? Is 
there a situation where we are seeking revenge in-
stead of extending mercy? Jesus asks us to do other-
wise. He reminds us that we have already been for-
given. We are right now enjoying the benefits of his 
forgiveness. So we are called to bear in mind our 
own sins, failings, weaknesses, and "debts" when we 
deal with others instead of thinking that we are per-
fectly innocent and acting as if we've never been the 
beneficiary of mercy. So let us do our best to forgive 
as we have been forgiven. This doesn't mean approv-
ing of wrong behavior; God doesn't ask us to do 
that. But he does ask us to let go of bitterness and 
foster mercy instead.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATIONS 
 We started with registration for religious educa-
tion last Sunday. The annual tuition: one student $65; two 
or more students from the same family $85. There is a 
$25 per student book fee. Religious Education classes will 
start today - Sunday, September 17, at 9:30 a.m. 

RENEW MY CHURCH - STUDY & DISCUSS
 RENEW MY CHURCH is a multi-year process of 
strengthening parish vitality and better aligning its re-
sources and mission. We will continue with studying and 
discussing the vision behind the whole process on Thurs-
day, September 21, at 6 p.m. in the St. Jerome Small Hall. 
We will use Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 Ways to 
Keep Yours Alive by Thom S. Rainer. 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT SUNDAY  
FOR SEMINARIAN EDUCATION FUND APPEAL 
 On the weekend of September 23-24, there will 
be a second collection for the annual Seminary Education 
Fund. The monies collected help to alleviate the monthly 
expenses of tuition and fees, room and board, and health 
insurance. All funds collected will be used solely for the 
formation of new priests for the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
Please, be as generous as you are able and continue to 
pray for an increase in priestly vocations.  

OPPORTUNITY
FOR STUDYING IN CROATIA 
 Please be advised that on Sunday, September 24, 
our parish will be visited by Don Hudspeth, Dean of RIT 
Croatia. RIT Croatia is the only American private educa-
tional institution in Croatia and is a part of Rochester In-
stitute of Technology (RIT), from Rochester, NY. RIT 
Croatia is enrolling its 22nd generation of students in Du-
brovnik and its 8th generation in Zagreb. Students can 
apply throughout the year, and enroll for a semester, a 
year or the full program of study in English at one of the 
two locations: Dubrovnik or Zagreb. More information 
can be found at: croatia.rit.edu. All interested students 
and their parents can join us on Sunday, September 24, at 
12:15 p.m. in the Upper Small Hall. 

FEAST OF ST. JEROME - OUR PATRON SAINT 
 We celebrate the feast of St. Jerome (patron saint 
of our parish) on Saturday, September 30. 

BABY BOTTLES - BABY BOTTLE PROJECT
 Beginning on Sunday, October 1, our parish will 
be participating in the Baby Bottle Project benefiting The 
Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland. This nonprofit 
organization assists mothers and families experiencing 
crisis pregnancies by offering emotional, financial, material, 
and spiritual support through counseling, clothing & mon-
etary provisions, prayer... 
 Please, take home a baby bottle and use it to col-
lect any change you may have. When the bottle is full 
simply return it to the church. Please note the Baby Bot-
tles cost almost $1 per bottle and are recycled afterwards 
so please return upon completion of the project. Thank 
you for helping defend life. 

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 Once a month our youth and young adults gets 
together to pray, sing, reflect on the Bible and discuss the 
current topic. Gathering is held on Sundays at 12:15 p.m. 
in the Upper Small Hall. Upcoming dates: October 1, No-
vember 12, December 10. 

BLESSING OF PETS 
 The blessings of pets traditionally takes place on 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, October 4. This year the 
blessing will take place in our south parking lot on Wed-
nesday, October 4, starting at 2:30 p.m. 

“FIT TRAINING” NEW FITNESS PROGRAM 
 There is a new fitness program offered to parish-
ioners and friends of St. Jerome. “Fit training” is taking 
place every Tuesday at 7 p.m. in our Big Hall. It is incor-
porating various training styles. Program is tailored for all 
fitness and age levels. For more information call Dawn 
Urso-Pegausch on 312-405-4947. 

FOOTBALL MANIA RAFFLE TICKETS 
 Tickets for St. Jerome School’s Annual Football 
Mania Raffle are on sale. Each $20 ticket has 11 chances 
to win a share of $925 in weekly prize money for each of 
the 17 weeks of this fundraiser. Incentives are being of-
fered to anyone who would like to become a ticket seller. 
Contact Jan Ferro at 312-560-3864 or the St. Jerome 
School office at 312-842-7668 to purchase tickets or for 
info on how to become a ticket seller. Flyers are available 
in the back of church that explains how this raffle works.  

TO ST. JEROME SCHOOL ALUMNI 
 We are in a process of creating our school alumni 
data base. If you attended St. Jerome School, please visit 
stjeromeschool.net and click the alumni tab to register. 

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

II) John Michael Novak & Antonia Iva Kraljevi
I) Krešimir Mihaljevi  & Katarina Šušnjara 





CROATIAN LANGUAGE FOR ADULTS 
 Do you want to learn Croatian? Are you over 18 
years old? Join the group. All levels are welcome. Miro 
Marciki  is teacher. For more information, please, call 224
-436-0255 or stop at our Parish Office. 

ST. JEROME SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
 We started off the school year with a fun and ex-
citing raffle. It is called the Queen of Hearts Raffle. Tickets 
can be purchased at Turtle’s Bar & Grill (238 W. 33rd 
St.). It is a 50/50 split the pot played with a 54 deck of 
cards on a board. When the Queen of Hearts is revealed 
we have a winner. Drawing will be every Sunday at 8 p.m. 
at Turtle’s. If no one wins, the pot rolls over. Winner 
need not be present. For more info, please, stop at 
Turtle’s or call the St. Jerome School office at 312-842-
7668. Tickets will be available at School. See Eva 
Mossman. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 
ADULTS (RCIA) CLASSES BEGIN SOON  
 Are you curious about the Catholic Church? 
Have you been baptized Catholic but never formed in the 
faith? Have you never been baptized? Were you baptized 
in another Christian denomination but interested in the 
Catholic faith? If you, or someone you know, can answer 
“yes” to one of the above questions, RCIA may be what 
you are looking for. RCIA is the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults. It is a program for adults who were 
never baptized, baptized and formed in another faith 
tradition, or baptized Catholics who didn’t receive the 
other sacraments of initiation (Confirmation, Eucharist), 
and now would like to explore the possibility of fully 
entering the Catholic Church. For more info, get in touch 
with our priests at stjeromecroatian@gmail.com. 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF END
OF OUR LADY'S APPARITIONS IN FATIMA 
PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE 
 Join the 2017 Public Square Rosary Crusade in 
honor of the 100th anniversary of Our Lady's apparitions 
in Fatima. We are all in need of prayer, repentance and 
conversion. We ask God to save America through the 

Rosary of his Most Holy Mother. Please, join us in prayer 
on Saturday, October 14 at noon. The Rosary Rally will 
take place in front of Our Lady of Medjugorje statue. 

JOIN US IN OUR WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
 FIT TRAINING - If you want to get in shape and 
have fun - join Fit Training every Tuesday in the Big Hall 
from 7 to 8 p.m. 
 RENEW MY CHURCH - STUDY & DISCUSS - 
On Thursdays from 6 to 6:50 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. 
 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament every Thursday from 7 to 8 p.m. 

SAVE THE DATE 
• Thursday, September 21
 Renew My Church - study and discuss group 
• Saturday, September 30
 Feast of St. Jerome 

• Sunday, October 1
 Holy Mass in Rockford, IL 
• Wednesday, October 4
 - Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
 - Blessing of animals 
• Sunday, October 8
 Sacred Hearth Croatian Parish - Milwaukee, WI 
 100th Anniversary 
• Monday, October 9
 LADO Ansamble in Skokie, IL 
• Sunday, October 26
 Croatian Woman Fashion Show 


