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WEEKLY MEDITATION for the 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

In the Gospel Jesus gives us some 
instructions regarding the journey of 
life. He tells us to be prepared for the 
unexpected. Like faithful servants, we 
should keep ourselves in a state of 
readiness—not in fear, but in trust and 
hope. 

As life goes on, we become in-
creasingly aware of how fleeting life is, 
and how precarious is the hold we 
have on it. Life can be taken away 
from us in the twinkling of an eye. The 
brevity and fragility of life bring home 

to us how precious is 
the treasure that we 
carry in earthen vessels. 

Jesus is fully aware 
of this uncertainty of life. 
His parable after all 
stresses the fact that 
death can come at any 
moment. However, the 
uncertainty of life should not prevent 
us from being joyful in the present.  

Every one of us would like to be 
able to complete our life on earth with 

our plans carried out 
and our work done, 
but we may not know 
if we’ll have that 
chance. What we do 
have is an opportunity 
to be faithful to our 
responsibilities and 
commitments on a 

daily basis, like the servant Jesus 
spoke about in the parable. Then we 
can go forward into the unknown, trust-
ing in God’s gracious and loving care. 

St. Jerome’s receives gift of 
new Monstrance for the 
Adoration of Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament 

A parishioner who wishes to re-
main anonymous gave to us the 
Monstrance pictured at the left, 
which is used during Holy Hours 
and during the annual Corpus 
Christi Procession. 
     The donor invites us to in-
clude in our intentions the Holy 
Souls in Purgatory when we 
adore Jesus in the Holy Eucha-

rist. St. Jerome’s Parish is very grateful for this gen-
erous gift pointing to the glory of the Holy Eucharist.  

3 days till Velika Gospa! 

We hope you and your family can arrange to participate in our 
Procession, which begins Wednesday at 10:15 a.m. There are 
many ways to participate: Carrying a flag that we provide, 
walking with your parish society or club, or simply marching 
behind the icon of Our Lady of Sinj. Even sitting and watch-
ing is an excellent way to participate, if a lot walking is impos-
sible.  
     Volunteers continue to be welcomed. Sign up in the 
back of the church or call the Rectory for more. (Cleanup 
volunteers are needed for Aug.16 at 9 a.m.!) 
     Finally, everyone can participate in the Procession and 
Feast in a vital way by praying for Our Lady’s intercession 
for good weather.

Thank you for your loving generosity! 

This summer we will offer 30 ways to live a holier 
life. Holiness is for everyone who wants to be more ef-

fective at spreading the Light of Christ to loved ones. Ho-
liness isn’t just for monks and nuns; it’s for everyone.

WISDOM’S CORNER 

Living With Uncertainty 

Once upon a time there was a court jester 
who for many years had helped to amuse the 
king and the royal court.  
     One day he committed an indiscretion 
and was sentenced to death. Before the sen-
tence was carried out, the king summoned 
him and said to him, “In view of the many 
happy moments you gave me over the years, 
I will allow you to choose the method by 
which you are to die.”  
     The jester thought for a moment and then 
replied, “Your Majesty, if it’s all right by you, I 
choose to die by old age.” The king was so 
amused at his answer that he granted him 
his request. 

Most of us would make the same choice, but we 
don’t know if we’ll get it. Any time that death 
comes is a bad time for the unfaithful servant, 
and a good time for the faithful servant.

VELIKA GOSPA PARKING 
Please tell your friends and families that we 
have parking available for our feast. Thanks 
to our neighbors we have the following:  

Old Neighborhood Italian American Club 
parking (30th & Shields), Ferro’s parking 
(31st between Princeton & Shields), and State 
of Illinois parking under the highway (27th 
& Wells, entrance on 27th). 
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Flowers for Velika Gospa:        
REMEMBER: To donate for flowers for the 
Velika Gospa celebration, contact Louis & 
Mary Scalise, Kenny & Jan Zekich, or Ivan & 
Vesna Jureta. 

Velika Gospa Bake Sale:
This Monday, August 13 from 5 p.m. till after the Novena 
Mass, homemade baked goods will be sold in the School 
Hall. From 2 p.m. till 6 p.m. baked goods will be ac-
cepted at the School Hall. 

Gigantic $20,000 raffle for Velika Gospa:
Raffle tickets are still on sale, so please take advantage of 
this. The grand prize is $20,000.00, second prize is 
$7,500.00 and third is $2,500.00. The cost of each ticket 
is $100.00.  We thank all who bought and who sold these 
tickets to our newly improved Gigantic Prize Raffle.

3x5-foot Croatian Flags on poles available for 
$35 at Rectory. Display on your house, carry in procession.

87th Anniversary Feast of St. Rocco,
Sunday August 19, St. Therese Church 218 W. 
Alexander Street, Mass 10:30 a.m., with the 
Procession immediately after Mass. Novena is 
Saturday, Aug. 18 at 7:30 p.m. in the church.

Schedule for this week’s 101st Velika Gospa celebration 

Monday, Aug. 13, Visits to the Sick of our parish. Call 312-842-1871 to arrange. 

Tuesday, Aug. 14, outdoor setup for Feast. Vigil Mass at 7 p.m.; Novena concludes. 

Wednesday, Aug. 15, Feast of the Assumption of Mary, a holy day of obligation. 

Masses at 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 7 p.m. Church open throughout day.

8:00 a.m. till 11 p.m. Food and drinks on sale. (Roast lamb sells out early!) 

10:15 a.m. Solemn Procession begins at 28th & Princeton – with the icon of Our 
Lady of Sinj, many floats, societies, and bands, including the U.S. Naval Band! 

Booths with a variety of games and items for sale are open throughout the day. 

Music and entertainment times:

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The best jazz pianist in the U.S., Jon Weber 

4 p.m. to 10 p.m. Musical groups: “Majstori” and “Bravo” 

9:30 p.m. Navy Pier-style fireworks at Old Parking Lot. 

10 p.m. Drawing of the gigantic $20,000 raffle grand prize. 

11 p.m. Closing of the festivities.
For more information: www.stjeromecroatian.org, or 312-842-1871. 

Thank you for new Lamb Machines! 

Since 1924, our old lamb machines roasted 
thousands of lambs for 83 Velika Gospas. 
This year a new era begins with new ma-
chines, which will be much easier to use.  
     For this big donation and skillful instal-
lation, Anthony Martincic and Silvio 
Martincic deserve our heartfelt gratitude. 
What excellent work! We also wish to 
thank William Plisic for his great help. 
     We can look forward to these new ma-
chines serving us for thousands more 
lambs and many more Velika Gospas! 


