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From Pope Benedict’s lips to our ears: 
The Vatican recently issued a question-and-answer format 
book that teaches the truth about Jesus & the Catholic Church. 

Question: Why is our prayer “efficacious” — 
in other words, why is our prayer capable of 
producing desired effects? 

Answer: Our prayer is efficacious because it is 
united in faith with the prayer of Jesus Christ. In 
him, Christian prayer becomes a communion of love 
with the Father. In this way we can present our peti-
tions to God and be heard: “Ask, and you will re-
ceive, that your joy may be full” (John 16:24).
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WISDOM’S CORNER 

What needs to be straightened out? 

One Sunday, after the priest finished reading 
the Gospel at the pulpit, the words of the Gospel 
were ringing in his ears: “Prepare a way for the 
Lord, make straight his paths.” He looked into the 
expectant faces of the people before him and won-
dered what these words might mean for them.  

He had known these people for a long time. 
They had come to him for help and guidance 
with their problems. He even knew the petty 
spites that embittered some of their hearts, the 
animosities that would set neighbor against 
neighbor, the silly quarrels that were kept alive, 
the jealousies and misunderstandings, the stub-
born pride. 

He decided to address a message to those 
bitter, unbending ones who refused to forgive. 
As he spoke to them of those issues, a thought 
suddenly struck him: It’s not the Lord’s paths 
that need to be straightened out, but ours!  He 
concluded by telling them, “So, if there is some 
crooked attitude, or some crooked way of behav-
ing, or some crooked relationship that needs to 
be straightened out, let us straighten it out. Then 
we will truly be preparing a way for the Lord to 
come to us.” 

***************** 

THE THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

“Those who don’t disguise their struggles,  
but who live through them with the help of God, 

give hope to others.” 

WEEKLY MEDITATION — Second Sunday of Advent 

Salvation is one of the great themes 
of Advent. Today a great cry goes forth 
from the Gospels: “Prepare a way for 
the Lord, make straight his paths.” 
These are wonderful words. They are a 
declaration of God’s love for us. But a 
problem can arise here. Some people 
think that in order for God to love them 
they must be perfect, so they try to 
manage on their own. Others think that 
they are not good enough to deserve 

God’s love. It’s a challenge for God to 
save people like that.  

Many have opened themselves to 
what God wanted to give them only 
when they hit “rock bottom.” Alas, when 
we approach God from a position of 
self-sufficiency and power, we tend to 
keep God at arm’s length, but when 
we approach God from weakness and 
need, we sincerely invite God in. It is 
often through our imperfections and 

wounds that our souls become open to 
God’s grace, his mercy, his healing. 

If there is something “crooked” in 
our lives that needs to be straightened 
out, let us try to do so. But we must not 
think that the Lord won’t come to us 
unless we are perfect. God comes 
because we are his beloved children in 
need of healing and redemption. What 
we need is the humility, sincerity and 
trust to show him our sins and wounds. 

The Tatiana Concert:                       
A fond look back 

“Emmanuel: the Christmas Story” by Tatiana and her 
fellow musicians on last Wednesday was a night to re-
member! Her angelic voice and her moving spiritual sing-
ing. Her virtuoso musicians, including percussion instru-
ments for the first time. That giant jib camera floating 
around our sanctuary! And most of all, we benefited from 
the message: Christmas is about Jesus—true God and 
true man—coming among us out of God’s love for us all.  

A DVD will be created from all the filming done in our 
church. In order to produce a professional quality DVD 
suitable for Television, highly complex editing will be re-
quired, so unfortunately DVDs of Wednesday’s perform-
ance will not be available this Christmas. But many of her 
CDs are available at the Rectory for $15, and at Tatiana’s 
website: idobelieve.com/music_store.shtml

Thank you to all who came to                  
(or prayed for) this perfect performance! 



Events in Advent

THIS Sunday, Dec. 10, Breakfast 
With Santa, in the St. Jerome 
School Hall from 8 a.m. to 12 
noon. Cost is $6.00 for adults, 
and $3 for children. Pictures can 
be taken with Santa from 8:30 
a.m. to 12 noon. There will also 
be a craft table, and raffle prizes. Sponsored by 
the Home/School Association. Enjoy! 

Saturday, Dec. 16, our Croatian School “Club 
Stepinac” has its Christmas concert in the St. 
Jerome School Hall. Come enjoy the culture. 

Sunday, Dec. 17, the Croatian school kids of Chi-
cagoland will be performing at the Museum of 
Science & Industry’s “Christmas Around the 
World” at 2:45 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 6 p.m. at St. Jerome’s: Several 
priests will be here to hear Advent confessions.

Thursday, Dec. 21, St. Jerome School Mass & 
Christmas show, 7 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Schedule: Children’s Mass at 6 p.m. 
Croatian and English Midnight Mass at 12. 

Christmas Day Schedule: Usual Sunday Schedule. 

FOOTBALL MANIA Winners for  
Week 13: 1st place tie - #1609 & #2077; 
3rd place tie - #239, #2656 & #716; 6th 
place tie - #3268, #2501 & #530.
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THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTION:

Retirement Fund for Religious Sisters, Brothers & Priests 

Your contribution to this collection will benefits frail and elderly 
religious—who sacrificed earning a retirement nest egg in or-
der to serve God and us purely out of love. Purely out of love, 
share in the care of those who cared for us in their prime.

The Christmas Giving Tree is off to a great start!
Please bring back this weekend the gifts with white labels specifically stat-
ing a due date of Dec. 10. All other gifts for these sick or poor children 
should be returned by Dec. 17 to ensure proper delivery. Thank you for the 
tremendous response—you have taken all of the gift requests! 

Many of our parishioners will be going as a group to 
see “The Nativity Story” this Thursday evening. The 
movie lasts 1 hour, 41 minutes. If you wish to join this group 
event, call us at the Rectory at 312-842-1871. 

Get your free 2007 wall calendars in the back of 
church today. Our appreciation goes out to the Coletta family 
(Michael Coletta Sons Funeral Home) for these useful calendars and for 
the Coletta’s sensitive service. 

Please come help clean our church for Christ-
mas this Wednesday, Dec. 13 starting at 6:30 p.m. We are truly 
grateful for those who perform this important work to prepare our house 
of prayer for the great feast of Christmas. 

Christmas Eve Children’s Mass 6 p.m.                                             
All school children—pre-school through 8th grade—and all parishioners 
are invited to participate in our Christmas Eve Mass for children. We 
need many children to make this a success. Please pick up a flyer in the 
back of church if you would like your child to participate. (As always, 
there will also be a Midnight Christmas Eve Mass as well.) 

ESCAPE THE WINTER BLUES…AND ENJOY SOME VEGAS HEAT! 
AN EVENING WITH VITO ZATTO, VEGAS-STYLE ENTERTAINER,
SATURDAY, JAN. 27, 2007 6:30 P.M. in ST. JEROME’S SCHOOL 
HALL. $25.00 INCLUDES BUFFET STYLE DINNER/ENTERTAINMENT. 
B.Y.O.B. FOR TICKETS CALL LESLIE KISH @ (773) 548-5151. Support 
our school and have fun doing so!

As we prepare our church offertory envelopes for distri-
bution, we invite you to ask yourself if you should register with our par-
ish, or if you moved in the past year, have you told us about your new 
address and phone? Call the Rectory to take the next step. 

Test your Bible I.Q.
The Book of Genesis (the Bible’s 
first book) describes: 
A) the end of the world. 
B) the creation of the world. 
C) Moses leading the Chosen People 

out of Pharaoh's Egypt. 
D) the Genealogy of the kings of Is-

rael.   

See the Bulletin next week for the answer! 
Last week’s answer was:  

St. Paul is the Number One letterwritter for the 
Bible, having 13 letters attributed to him in the 
Bible. St. John came in second place with 3 
letters. St. Peter—the first pope—got 2 letters 
he wrote into the Bible. St. Jude wrote 1 letter. 
And St. Timothy wrote zero letters in the Bible, 
though 2 of Paul’s 13 letters were addressed 
to Timothy. 


