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BAPTISMS
This weekend, St. Jerome’s welcomes the baptis-
mal entry into our faith community of:  

Marina Koprcina, 
the daughter of Zeljko & Nedjeljka (nee Dragusica)  
Koprcina and the Goddaughter of Nedilko & Jelica 
Simunic. 

Isabella Marija Skinger, 
the daughter of Alex & Monika (nee Simatic) 
Skinger and the Goddaughter of Charles Simatic 
and Scott & Amy Skinger. 

Congratulations to the family and friends, 
and may God bless little Marina and Isabella.

From Pope Benedict’s lips to our ears: 
The Vatican recently issued a question-and-answer format 
book that teaches the truth about Jesus & the Catholic Church. 

Question: How does Jesus teach us to pray? 

Answer: Jesus teaches us to pray not only with 
[giving us the words to] the Our Father but also 
when he prays. In this way he teaches us, in addi-
tion to the content, the dispositions necessary for 
every true prayer:  
!" purity of heart that seeks the Kingdom and 

forgives one’s enemies; 
!" bold and filial [son-like] faith that goes beyond 

what we feel and understand; and 
!" watchfulness that protects the disciple from 

temptation.

Are you registered as a Parishioner of St. Jerome’s?  
As the new year approaches, it is a good time to 
come to the Rectory and register with our parish. 

      PAGE 2                                                 PARISH BULLETIN                   DECEMBER 3, 2006                       

WISDOM’S CORNER 

Waiting for us on the other side 

A very sick man turned to his doctor as he 
was preparing to leave the examination room 
and said, "Doctor, I am afraid to die. Tell me 
what lies on the other side."

Very quietly, the doctor said, "I don't know." 
“You don't know? You, a highly educated 

Christian man, do not know what is on the other 
side?"

As the doctor was holding the handle of the 
door, from the other side came a sound of 
scratching and whining. When the doctor opened 
the door, a dog sprang into the room and leaped 
on him with an eager show of gladness. 

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, "Did
you notice my dog? He's never been in this ex-
amination room before. He didn't know what was 
inside. He knew nothing except that his master 
was here, and when the door opened, he sprang 
in without fear. I know little of what is on the 
other side of death, but I do know one thing. I 
know my master is there, and that is enough."  

***************** 

THE THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

“The passion we most need to feed  
is our relationship  to God.” 

***************** 
With the start of Advent,
a new church year begins:

Have a blessed Church Year 2007! 

WEEKLY MEDITATION — First Sunday of Advent 

The purpose of Advent is to help us 
prepare for Christmas. Advent takes 
us back in time so that we may appre-
ciate both the greatness of what we 
are heirs to, and the great blessings 
God has given us in Christ. 

Today�s first reading points to the 
First Coming of Christ, in Nazareth and 
Bethlehem. The Gospel deals with the 
Second Coming of Christ, which will 
happen at the end of time when Christ 

comes in glory. We are urged to await 
the Lord�s coming with confidence, 
vigilance and prayer.  

We are living between the two 
comings of Christ.  In the meantime 
how can we witness to Christ? 

When we witness to truth, jus-
tice, love, and peace we are witness-
ing to Jesus. The way to witness to 
truth is to live truthfully. The way to 
witness to justice is to act justly in all 

dealings. The way to witness to love is 
to act lovingly toward others. And the 
way to witness to peace is to live in 
peace with others.  

In short, the most effective way to 
witness to Jesus is to live a Chris-
tian life.  This Sunday we begin a new 
liturgical year, following in the foot-
steps of Christ. This season of Advent 
is a God-given chance to make a new 
beginning in our journey with Christ! 



Events in Advent

Friday, Dec. 8, the Feast of the Im-
maculate Conception of Mary, a 
holy day of obligation. Masses on 
Friday will be at 7:30 a.m., 9 
a.m., and 7 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 10, Breakfast With 
Santa, in the St. Jerome School 
Hall from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Cost is $6.00 for adults, and $3 
for children. Pictures can be 
taken with Santa from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12 noon. There will also be a 
craft table, and raffle prizes. 
Sponsored by the Home/School Association. For 
more information, please call Joan Wroblewski 
at 773-847-1866.  

Sunday, Dec. 17, the Croatian school kids of Chi-
cagoland will be performing at the Museum of 
Science & Industry�s �Christmas Around the 
World� at 2:45 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 6 p.m. at St. Jerome�s: Several 
priests will be here to hear Advent confessions.

Thursday, Dec. 21, St. Jerome School Mass & 
Christmas show, 7 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Schedule: Children�s Mass at 6 p.m. 
Croatian and English Midnight Mass at 12. 

Christmas Day Schedule: Usual Sunday Schedule. 

Next Week’s Second Collection: 
Retirement Fund for Religious  
Sisters, Brothers and Priests.  

Your contribution benefits frail and elderly 
religious. Share in the care of those who 
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Thank you — and thanks be to God — for a great 
Thanksgiving Food Drive! 95 bags of donated food were 
given to the St. James Food Pantry and to the Pacific Garden 
Mission, which is a 30 percent increase over last year. Add-
ing on to that was the $368 gathered (mainly at our special 
Thanksgiving Mass) for their purchasing whatever food was 
needed by the poor. On behalf of the poor, both charity or-
ganizations gratefully acknowledged St. Jerome Parish’s gen-
erosity! Special thanks go to our St. Jerome Youth Service 
Corps for putting this food drive together. 

The Christmas Giving Tree is off to a good start!
To participate, take an ornament (or ornaments!) and then purchase the gift 
listed on the back of the ornament. This year we're helping out 10 specific 
families as well as toys for poor and/or sick children. If your ornament has a 
white label asking for a wrapped gift, please note the early due date of Dec. 10.

Christmas Eve Children’s Mass 6 p.m.: All school children�pre-
school through 8th grade�and all parishioners are invited to participate in 
our Christmas Eve Mass for children, a beautiful and touching mass. We 
need many children to make this a success. Please pick up a flyer in the 
back of church if you would like your child to participate. (As always, there 
will also be a Midnight Christmas Eve Mass as well.) 

FOOTBALL MANIA Winners for  Week 12: 1st place - #1106; 2nd 
place - #2064; 3rd place tie - #694 & #901; 6th place tie - #3344 & #2408. 
ATTENTION PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS: Please come 
this Tuesday, Dec. 5, to the 7:30 p.m. meeting. 

Test your Bible I.Q.:
Most of the books of the New 
Testament are “letters,” which 
used to be called “epistles.” 
Match the following saints to the 
number of letters written by 
them in the Bible. 
A) St. John  1) 13 letters 
B) St. Jude  2) 3 letters 
C) St. Paul  3) 2 letters 
D) St. Peter  4) 1 letter 
E) St. Timothy 5) Zero letters 

See the Bulletin next week for the answer! 

Fill our church for this special 
taped-for-television performance! Idobelieve.com 


