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WISDOM’S CORNER 

NEEDS AND WANTS
Sometimes we don’t know the difference be-
tween what we need and what we want. We 
want so much, but God gives us what we 
truly need. The following story came from 
the TV show, St. Elsewhere.
     One sunny summer day, a grandmother 
and her grandson were walking along the 
ocean. The little boy, the apple of his grand-
mother’s eyes, was dressed in his Sunday 
best from hat to shoe. Suddenly a huge 
wave broke onto the shore and swallowed 
the boy up, and he disappeared from sight. 
The old woman prayed fervently that the 
Lord would send back her grandson un-
harmed. She pledged to be eternally in his 
service if he would do that. Miraculously, 
the little boy was returned to shore un-
harmed and safe, although thoroughly 
soaked, and with his hair messed up. The 
grandmother looked up to heaven and said, 
“You know, Lord, he did have a hat.” 

When we remember how we felt in our times of great-
est difficulties, we can value better what really mat-
ters in life — and we can worry ourselves less about 
what is non-essential. 

  ***************** 

THE THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

“We make a living by what we get,  
but we make a life by what we give.”

 WEEKLY MEDITATION for the Second Sunday of Advent

BAPTISMS 
Today we welcome into our faith community through the sacra-
ment of baptism: 

Jacob Ryan Magura

son of Jeannie (nee Hobar) & David Magura.  
His Godmother is Rosemary Hobar.  

 

Alessandro Benedetto Calderone

son of Nelica (nee Cokarić) & William Joseph Calderone. 
His Godparents are Anthony Calderone and Lena Ciannamea.  

Congratulations to the families,  
and God bless Jacob and Alessandro! 

CONFESSIONS 
DURING  ADVENT

The sacrament that reconciles each one of us with God needs 
to be an important part of every Catholic�s life. We will celebrate 
this sacrament in a special way on Sunday, Dec. 18, at 6 p.m., 
with 8 priests available for private confession after a commu-
nal penance prayer service. Please plan to come to this signifi-
cant spiritual event.  
     As always, of course, confessions will be heard 
before every weekend Mass in the confessional. 

 
Looking back at our lives, we can recall many 
religious sisters and friars who helped us or our 
children grow into mature and capable adults. 
Some of us can even recall sisters who cared 
for us as hospital nurses. Next weekend�s sec-

ond collection is an opportunity to say thanks to those many reli-
gious sisters and brothers whose addresses we no longer have. 
Your contribution to the Retirement Fund for Religious takes care 
of the needs of many elderly and sick who made a vow of poverty in 
order to be freer to serve us. One example of how this nationwide 
collection helps is its 2004 allocation of $191,915 to the Adorers of 
the Precious Blood sisters, who until recently served in our  school. 

�Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths.� This Advent, we 
can renew our efforts to make smooth 
the way for the Lord�s coming. If all 
the rough spots in our world are to be 
made smooth so that nothing stands 
as an obstacle to humanity�s total re-
newal in Christ, we will have many, 
many important choices to make. St. 
John the Baptist in today�s Gospel 

called the people from his own time�
and he calls us as well�to make 
smooth the paths for the Lord by turn-
ing from our sins and weaknesses 
and turning toward God, seeking his 
saving forgiveness and salvation.  
     We shouldn�t need an extraordi-
nary revelation from God to see that 
we ought to help our needy brothers 
and sisters, that our resources and 

talents are not meant to serve only 
us as individuals, and that we are 
meant to share with others. We know 
this without extraordinary revelations 
because God is speaking this to us in 
our hearts � through ordinary reve-
lations of the Holy Spirit. Let us hear 
the Holy Spirit urging us � as John 
the Baptist did: prepare the way of 
the Lord. 

Next week’s 
second       

collection 



Thank you for opening your hearts to 
the suffering kids at La Rabida hospital!
Due to an overwhelming response, all of the orna-
ments with Christmas gift requests were gone be-
fore the 9:30 Mass last Sunday. We apologize to 
those attendees of the 9:30 and 11 a.m. Masses 

who had no ornaments to pick up, but we're making up for it this 
weekend by adding more ornaments. This time they include cloth-
ing articles as well as toys, with the donations going to children 
served by Franciscan Port Ministries. If you'd still like to partici-
pate, please do. Reminder: all gifts need to be brought to 
church by next weekend, Dec. 10 & 11, unwrapped.
Thank you — from the St. Jerome Youth Service Corps. 

St. Jerome’s Parish will be mailing you our Christmas letter 
in the coming week. We hope that we have your current 
address if you have moved in the past year. Alert us if 
we don’t have your current address.  
     Many thanks be to God for all of your love and gifts 
given to our parish, a place where our hearts and souls 
can feel and know that they are at home. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE MASS — WE WILL NEED MANY
CHILDREN to make this “Live Nativity” a success. These days you will 
be receiving more information regarding the program for this special 
Mass.  Practice will be held on Thursday, Dec. 22. If you have any 
questions or ideas, please call Laura at 773-254-0010.

Football Mania Winners:  
Here are the winning numbers for Week 12: 
$258.33 - 312, 3011 & 4414, $50 - 409, $25 – 3616, 
and $16.67 - 4341, 2532 & 4754. 

BOXES OF OFFERTORY ENVELOPES are on tables at the 
entrance of the Church. Please correct for us any 
mistakes with names and addresses. Thank you. 

“Pope John Paul II” � Acclaimed 4-hour miniseries on CBS 
airs  Sunday at 8 p.m. & continues on Wednesday at 7 p.m.  

Mark your calendars: TEXAS HOLD’EM: SAT. JAN. 14, COME AT 3. 
AND FIRST-EVER LADIES-ONLY HOLD’EM: FRI. JAN. 13, COME AT 3. 
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St. Jerome Property Fund 

Mortgage Debt from New Parking Lot:   $ 400,000            
Donated to Date:          $ 162,706 
December Donations Thus Far:          $            0 
Needed for monthly Mortgage Payment:  $   11,900 

COMING EVENTS: 
THIS WEDNESDAY, 7 P.M.

Klapa Sinj brings its extraordinary vocal 
harmonies and melodies to the Chicago 
Cultural Center�s Preston Bradley Hall, 78 
E. Washington Street. Free admission. 
 

THIS THURSDAY
The Feast Day of the Immaculate Con-
ception of Mary is a Holy Day of Obliga-
tion. Masses are 7:30, 10:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.  
 

THIS SATURDAY, 1:30 P.M.
St. Jerome’s Croatian School performs in 
the Museum of Science & Industry�s annual 
“Christmas Around the World” series.  
 

NEXT WEEKEND, AFTER ALL MASSES
Blessed Art will be selling olivewood carvings of 
crucifixes, nativity sets, rosaries, angels, statues, 
figurines and more�all made by 600 Christian 
artisans in Bethlehem. Help save the economic 
situation of these Christians in the Holy Land. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, 8 A.M. TILL 12 NOON
Breakfast with Santa�
sponsored by the HSA�cost 
for adults is $6 and for children 
$3. Pictures with Santa will be 
taken from 9 till noon. There 
will be a raffle table, a table 
with baked goods for sale, and 
tables where you can start or 
finish your Christmas shop-
ping. Hope to see you there! 

 
DEC. 15, THURSDAY, 7 P.M.

St. Jerome Parish School will hold its 
annual Christmas program in the church.  
 

DEC. 17, SATURDAY, 6:30 P.M.
St. Jerome’s “Cardinal Stepinac” Croa-
tian School will hold its annual Christmas 
program in the school hall. 
 


