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WISDOM’S CORNER The Real Miracle… 

 One day in a village known for its rather selfish 
people, a woman was surprised to find a well-dressed 
stranger at her door asking for something to eat.  “I’m 
sorry,” she said, “but I can’t give you anything right 
now.”  “Not to worry,” said the amiable stranger. “I 
have a soup stone in my bag.  If you will let me put it 
into a large pot of boiling water, I’ll make the most de-
licious soup for you.”  The woman gave him her largest 
pot.  He put the stone into it and filled the pot with wa-
ter.  As he put it on the fire she whispered the secret of 
the stone soup to her neighbor.  Soon all the neighbors 
had gathered to see the stranger and his soup stone.  
When the water began to boil, the stranger tasted a 
spoonful and exclaimed, “Very tasty!  All it need is 
some potatoes.”  “I have potatoes at home,” shouted 
one woman.  In a few minutes she was back with a 
large quantity, which were placed in the pot.  Then the 
stranger tasted the broth again, claiming it to be excel-
lent, but even better if there were some meat to add.  
Another housewife rushed home to bring some meat.  
Now the stranger mentioned the need for vegetables, 
spices, bowls, etc.  People began rushing to their homes 
in search of the extra items.  Some even brought back 
bread and fruit.  Soon they all sat down to a delicious 
meal while the stranger handed out large helpings of his 
incredible soup.  Everyone felt unusually happy as they 
laughed and talked and shared their very first common 
meal.  The stranger slipped quietly away, leaving be-
hind the miraculous stone soup for all to share. 

The real miracle here is getting people to be generous and share 
what they have with one another!

 WEEKLY MEDITATION       18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The miracle of the loaves and fishes could be called a miracle of generosity.  First 
of all there is the marvelous generosity of the boy who, with his gift of five loaves 
and two fish, made the miracle possible.  It was a small thing in itself, but for the 
little boy it was a big thing because it was all he had.  It’s easy to give something 
that we won’t really miss, but when the gift is as desperately needed by the giver 
as by the receiver, that is true giving.  That is a sacrifice. 

Then there was the marvelous generosity of Jesus.  To appreciate this we need to consider the circumstances of the mira-
cle.  It’s easy to reach out to others when it doesn’t cause us much inconvenience.  It is not so easy when it is sprung on us 
at an awkward moment.  Here a real sacrifice is involved.  We have to set aside our plans and forget about ourselves. Not 
only did Jesus feed the crowd, but he saw that each got as much as he wanted.  Generosity is always about giving things.  
More often it is about giving of ourselves, our time, our talent.  Giving things can be easy, but giving of oneself is never 
easy.  Before giving Himself as food and drink in the Eucharist, Jesus gave of Himself to people in so many other ways, 
always meeting their needs.  It is at the table of the Eucharist that Jesus nourishes us.  In the Eucharist we taste the love of
God.  The proof that we have experienced that love will be our willingness to love others, to be generous, to sacrifice. 

OUR NEWLY BAPTIZED 

We welcome into our faith commu-
nity Lucia Pascente, daughter of 
John and Danielle n. Licitra, whose 
godparents are Jon Licitra and Gin-
ger Pascente.  God bless baby Lucia 
and her family! 

   ******** 

LETTER FROM SISTER EMILIE 

“Dear Fr. Jozo, 

The Little Sisters of the Poor would 
like to express their sincere grati-

tude to you and your parishioners for the generous 
donation of $2,339.00 in support of St. Mary’s Home 
for the Elderly.  Your charity helps us create an at-
mosphere of authentic respect for life while welcom-
ing and caring for the needy elderly at our Home.  
Through your thoughtfulness you reinforce the value 
of the lives of all our residents.  Without your gener-
osity, and that of other benefactors, we could no 
longer continue our mission of hospitality.  We are 
most appreciative of your faithful stewardship! 

Sincerely,  

Sr. Emilie” 

*********************************************** 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
“God’s delays are not God’s denials.” 
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EVENTS OF AUGUST 5 
EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION... 

On Friday, August 5, the Archdiocese of Chicago 
will celebrate the Year of the Eucharist with a sol-
emn procession, adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and Benediction at the Petrillo Band Shell in 
Grant Park. The procession forms at 1:00 p.m. at 
Columbus Drive and Jackson. Cardinal George, 
Bishops, and Knights of Columbus will participate 
along with parishioners from all archdiocesan par-
ishes.  Plan to be a part if this beautiful and sacred 
devotion.  Bring lawn chairs/blankets. Come, let us 
worship! (see the flyer in the back of the 
church). 

10th ANNIVERSARY OF “OLUJA” 

On Friday, August 5, 2005, a celebration of the 
10th anniversary of the great Croatian military ac-
tion “Oluja” (Operation Storm) will take place.  Ten 
years after this action, Croatian generals are either 
in prison or, as in the case of General Gotovina, in 
exile.  In downtown Chicago, as in other cities 
across America, Canada, and Australia, this anni-
versary will be commemorated. This remembrance 
will also, in  a show of support for General Go-
tovina, give protest against Carlo De Ponte and the 
biased court of the Hague. Everyone is invited to 
Daley Plaza at 3 p.m. to participate in this impor-
tant event.

. St. Jerome Property Fund 

Mortgage Debt:             $400,000            

Donated to Date:                    $126,945 

July Donations:      $        625

June Mortgage Payment:        $  11,900 

Thank you to all who have contributed and to all 
who are considering a contribution!   

NEWS FROM ST. 
JEROME SCHOOL... 

FOOTBALL MANIA TICKETS
Tickets are going FAST!!! We are down to our last 400 
tickets for this new exciting raffle. Football season is 
just around the corner so don't miss your chance at one 
of 6 weekly prizes totaling $900! If you would like in-

formation regarding Football Ma-
nia or wish to purchase a ticket 
($20 each) please contact Pauline 
Dengler at 773-268-3859. Also, if 

you have ticket stubs or money to be picked up, please 
contact Pauline. Ticket stubs and money should be re-
turned as soon as possible. 

2005-2006 Tuition Payments
The second tuition payment of the 2005-2006 school 
year will be due on August 25, 2005. You can either 
mail your payments or drop them by the school office. 
If you did not come 
to either of the tuition 
nights, you must call 
the school office to 
make payment arrangements. No tuition will be ac-
cepted on the first day of school. 

School Registration
Space is still available for the 2005-2006 school year. 
If you would like to regis-
ter your child, please con-
tact Principal Peter Trum-
blay at 312-842-7668.

Velika Gospa (Velika Gospa meeting tomorrow, Monday, August 1st, Small Hall, 8 P.M.)

¶ Our Novena starts on Saturday, August 6th at 5:30 P.M. (See the schedule in this bulletin.) We have 
mailed our regular Velika Gospa mailing. We thank you for buying or selling our raffle tickets. Our 1st prize this 
year is increased to $5,000. We also need some help in the kitchen before the feast and on the day of the feast.  
Please let us know if you can help. 

¶ CROATIAN FLAGS We have 3’x5’ Croatian flags with poles available at the rectory for $25.00. If you are interested in 
purchasing a flag for the outside of your home for Velika Gospa, please contact Lou Scalise. Remember to display your American 
flag on August 15th to honor Our Lady, the patroness of America.
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 VELIKA GOSPA   2005     NOVENA               DEVETNICA   

Date     Time Priest       Topic

Aug.   6, Saturday 5:30 P.M.   Fr.  Joe Grbes,  St. Jerome   Reconciliation: What you need to know!!! 
Aug.   7, Sunday 6:00 P.M.   Fr. Marko Puljic Custos of the Franciscans Mary: The Art of Acceptance
Aug.   8, Monday 7:00 P.M.  Fr. Gerard O’Reiley   St. Daniel the Prophet             Eucharist: Encounter with The Living God
Aug.   9, Tuesday  7:00 P.M.  Fr. Paul Maslach  Sacred Heart (Milwaukee)  Forgiveness: The School of Peace
Aug. 10, Wednesday 7:00 P.M.  Fr. James Kehoe Former Pastor of Nativity Family: Home of All Values
Aug. 11, Thursday 7:00 P.M.  Fr. Rich Klajbor Holy Innocents  Saints: Examples of Faith
Aug. 12, Friday 7:00 P.M.  Fr. Nick Marro St. Lucy              Mysteries of the Rosary: Mary’s Example   
Aug. 13, Saturday 5:30 P.M.  Fr. Marko      God’s Will: Discernment
Aug. 14, Sunday 6:00 P.M.  Fr. Joe Grbes        Confidence In and Reliance Upon God
August 15, Monday: High Mass at 11:30 A.M.     Main Celebrant Fr. Frano Prcela,OP (Dominican) 

Dear friends! The names of the priests, the dates, and the themes for our Novena are noted above. We wholeheartedly 
invite you to join us every evening of our Novena. Let us reflect together on the most fundamental themes of our faith. 
May these 9 evenings be times of inspiration, prayer, and ever deepening spirituality. For this year’s High Mass we are 
happy to welcome Fr. Frano Prcela, a Dominican priest from Sinj, who is presently serving in Chicago.  
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