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WISDOM’S CORNER     

Forgiveness—two for the price of one! 

Once upon a time two prisoners shared the same cell.  
A dank, dark cell it was.  One of them was a strong, 
crude individual.  The other was gentle and timid.  The 
prisoners were handcuffed to one another.  The strong 
man was mean and cruel to the timid man.  One day, 
while his companion was asleep, the timid man found 
the key to the cell.  He desperately wanted to get away 
from this horrible cell, but at the same time he had no 
wish to do any favors for his obnoxious companion.  
However, he soon realized that he could not set himself 
free unless he also set his companion free. 

It is in forgiving that we ourselves are forgiven. 

EXTENDED REGISTRATION FOR CCD 
Due to last weekend’s Labor Day holiday, another op-
portunity to register for religious education classes will 
be held today, Sunday, September 11, in the school hall 
from 9:30 a.m. until noon.   Weekly classes begin on 
Sunday, September 18, from 9:30 a.m.– 10:45 a.m.  
Fee: $60 (plus $10 for books); $75 for 2 or more stu-
dents.  A late fee of $25 will be charged after Septem-
ber 11. 

  ***************** 
THE THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

“At a certain point, we forgive because we decide 
to forgive.  We are not held back by the love we 
don’t receive, but by the love we don’t extend.” 

 WEEKLY MEDITATION       24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jesus asks us to forgive “seventy times seven”, which means forgiveness must be unlimited.  This might not be easy, 
but without the grace of God it is impossible.  When we are hurt, resentment and bitterness set in.  We cannot be 
healed of them unless we forgive.  Unless we forgive others, we ourselves will not be forgiven. It is not that God is 
vindictive.  It is just that if we do not forgive others we make it impossible for ourselves to receive God’s forgive-
ness.  Imagine two people living in the same room, one of whom closes the blinds because he doesn’t want the other 
to enjoy the sunlight. In so doing he also deprives himself of the sunlight. 

It’s not a question of forgiving if and when the offender repents.  We are expected to forgive even if the offender doesn’t 
repent — that is what makes it so difficult and that is why we need God’s grace.  We need to pray for the gift of forgive-
ness.  Unless we forgive, we will not be able to let go of bitterness and resentment, and so we will not know peace or heal-
ing.  Forgiveness doesn’t mean forgetting.  It means remembering and letting go.  Forgiveness is a holy task.  Only God 
can help us to accomplish it fully.  We are always in need of God’s mercy.  May we always be ready to show it to others. 

HUMANITARIAN AID TO HURRICANE VICTIMS 

This weekend at all the masses a second collection will 
be taken to help those who were so devastatingly struck 
by hurricane Katrina. Fr. Joe will take all donations to 
the Catholic Charities office after 12 noon on Tuesday; 
however, contributions will be accepted at any time and 
forwarded to Catholic Charities. Checks can be made to 
St. Jerome Church with the memo: for Hurricane Vic-
tims. You can also send a check directly to  Hurricane 
Relief, Archdiocese of Chicago, PO Box 1979, Chi-
cago, IL  60609-1979.  Thank you for this generous 
expression of your compassion!  The anxiety and suf-
fering of those affected by the disaster will be greatly 
eased by the charity we offer . 

If you wish to donate material goods or food, they can 
be dropped off at the Catholic Charities Office at 721 
N. La Salle on Monday through Saturday from 8:30 
a.m. till Noon and 1:30 p.m. till 3 p.m.  For more infor-
mation call 312 655 7500 or 7700. 

WE REMEMBER  “9-11-01” 

Today is the 4th anniversary of the tragedy of “9-
11”. Our thoughts and prayers are offered for the 
souls of those who died and were injured in the ter-
rorist attacks, as well as their loved ones who still 
suffer the tragic loss of family and friends. Please 
pray for all of them and for peace throughout the 
world. 

"I hurry to express to you and your fellow citizens 
my profound sorrow and my closeness in prayer 
for the nation at this dark and tragic moment." 

September 11, 2001 telegram  
from Pope John Paul to President George W. Bush



                 

SPECIAL EVENT!
St. Jerome Parish presents a unique night of enter-
tainment — AMERICAN ENGLISH, The Com-
plete Beatles Experience — on Saturday, Octo-
ber 15, at 8:00 p.m., doors will open at 6:30.
This event is a fund raiser for the new Parking Lot. 
The Beatles Tribute performance will be held at 
the Old Neighborhood Italian American Club on 
30th and Shields. Tickets are $35.00 per person. No 
tickets will be sold at the door. For tickets: Rectory 312 
842-1871; Gerard 312 213 2843; Julie 312 218 3787; 
Jan 312 225 9751; Kata 773 955 3965. Plan to come 
and enjoy a spectacular musical journey of The Beatles 
partnership!

St. Jerome Property Fund 
Mortgage Debt:             $400,000            

Donated to Date:                    $131,995 

August Donations:      $     2,625

June Mortgage Payment:        $  11,900 

Thank you to all who have contributed and to all 
who are considering a contribution!   

ART EXHIBIT  St. Jerome Parish is hosting 
another art exhibit after all masses this weekend, Sep-
tember 10 and 11, in the second floor small hall.  The 
work of the artist Danica Igic will be on display. 
Everyone is welcome. 

CROATIAN FILMS   This week at the Gene 
Siskel Film Center (164 N. State Street) the following 
“Cinema Croatia” films will be shown: What Iva Re-
corded (Sto Je Iva Snimila) on Monday, Sept. 12, at 
8:00 p.m., and A Wondererful Night In Split (Ta Divna 
Splitska Noc) on Wednesday, Sept. 14, at 8:00 p.m. 

TEXAS at St. Jerome’s — St. Jerome 
School  is sponsoring a “Texas Hold-em” tourna-
ment raffle on Saturday, October 1st. Participants 
are asked to arrive at  3 p.m. for seating assignments.  
This event includes food, wine, and beer.  The  tour-
nament begins at 4 p.m. sharp. Seating is limited. The 
last 10 players win. First Prize, up to $10,000.  Dona-
tion $200. For tickets call John Perseghin (312  780 
6739) or Brian Luce (312  735 7219).

Calling All  "Twenty-Something" Adults! 

Join us for our first meeting of all young adults 
20 - 29 years old (single or married) on Friday, 
September 16, at 8:00 p.m. at St. Jerome's in 
the second floor small hall. The excitement and 
strength of our Church was exhibited this August 
at the gathering of over 1 million young people 
from all over the globe for World Youth Day held 
in Cologne, Germany.  Our beloved Pope John 
Paul II cherished and believed in young people.  
Pope Benedict XVI rejoices in and leads our 
youth today, celebrating Mass in the midst of 
them at the close of this event.  St. Jerome's 
wholeheartedly embraces and follows their ex-
ample.  Join us September 16th at 8 p.m.  Show 
us what you've got!  We know you've got a lot! 

FOOTBALL MANIA  Anyone wanting to par-
ticipate in our Football Mania raffle can still pur-
chase tickets.  For $20 you have a chance to 
share in $900 in prize money for the entire foot-
ball season.  Please contact Jan Ferro at 312-225-
9751 or the school office at 312-842-7668.   

VELIKA GOSPA  2005 

The rest of the financial details regarding the 
feast are as follows: 
Income:  $ 92,158.21 

Expenses: $ 33,534.21 

Profit:  $ 58,624.00 

Once again, thank you for your help.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES MASS 

On Sunday, September 18, at the 9:30 mass we 
will honor couples celebrating special anniversa-
ries this year...5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, etc.  
Please plan to participate in this family event 
honoring the sanctity and dignity of marriage.
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