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WISDOM’S CORNER 

Send me 

Mrs. O’Reilly received the news that one of her neighbors 
was seriously ill. She said to the person who gave her the 
news, “Tell her that I’ll remember her in my prayers, and that 
I hope she’ll soon be feeling better.” She was as good as 
her word. That same night she prayed very sincerely and 
fervently for her neighbor. She said to God, “Lord, I want to 
commend my neighbor to you. She’s very seriously ill. She 
needs a lot of help, a lot of support.” When she finished her 
prayers, she felt better. Yet, something was bothering her.  
She sat down to think about it. Then she fell into a dreamlike 
state in which she heard God saying to her, “I can see that 
you’re very concerned about your neighbor.”  

“Yes, Lord, I really am,” she replied with no little pride. 
“And I understand that your neighbor is in great need of 

help,” said God.   
“So I’ve been told,” said Mrs. O’Reilly. 
“Now when you asked me to help her, you weren’t expect-

ing me to come down from heaven to visit her, were you?” 
“No, Lord, I wouldn’t expect you to do that.  Nor would 

my neighbor expect it either.  In fact, I think the shock of it 
might kill her,” responded Mrs. O’Reilly. 

“But she does need someone,” remarked God. “Who can 
I send?” 

After a long pause, Mrs. O’Reilly said, “Send me, Lord.”   

****** 

THE THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

“No one is useless in the world who  
lightens the burden of it for anyone else.”

WEEKLY MEDITATION—Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

100th Anniversary  
of Velika Gospa 

On August 15, 2006, Assumption Day (or 
“Velika Gospa” in Croatian), we will celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of our parish’s celebra-
tion of the feast of Our Lady of Sinj (or “Gospa 
Sinjska”). In preparation for this historic 
event, we are gathering “Velika Gospa” 
memorabilia.  Please let us know of anything 
you might have that we could borrow such as 
pictures, negatives, film, video, etc., par-
ticularly from the early years. Any items or 
information would be appreciated!

2nd Collection: Annual Catholic Appeal Campaign
The Annual Catholic Appeal supports many ministries through-
out Cook and Lake Counties: grants to needy parish schools; 
training for catechists, lay ministers and deacons; worldwide 
Catholic Relief Services; and local programs to minister to the 
impoverished, the imprisoned, youth in college, SPRED, 
women in Project Rachel, and many other worthwhile causes. 

Help me, Jesus, ... 
... to reflect your love today. 
... to display your joy. 
... to manifest your peace. 
... to practice your patience. 
... to express your kindness. 
... to make known your goodness. 
... to reveal your faithfulness. 
... to show your gentleness. 
... to exhibit your self-control.

Leprosy is the clear theme of the 
scripture readings today. Leprosy was 
the ultimate uncleanness.  It made the 
victim an outcast. Jesus broke through 
all the taboos and reached out his lov-
ing and healing hand to the leper. 

The interesting thing is not that Je-
sus cured the leper, but the manner in 
which he cured him. He allowed the 
leper to approach him.  Then he did the 
unthinkable. He reached out and 

touched him.  
Imagine how good the leper felt 

when Jesus touched him.  He felt he 
was a human being after all.  His body 
was horribly wounded by leprosy, but 
his spirit was even more deeply 
wounded by the sense of having been 
rejected and abandoned by everyone.  

Kindness is almost as important to a 
sick person as medicine. Jesus reached 
out a loving and healing hand towards 

an “untouchable” outcast.  He chal-
lenges us, his followers, to reach out to 
those society rejects today: the home-
less, the addicted, the abandoned. 

It’s amazing what people can do for 
others. They can rekindle hope, bring 
back the zest for living, inspire plans for 
the future, and restore self-respect and 
pride. They can even mirror dimly the 
infinite charity of God. By looking at 
Jesus, we see what we should do. 



“Blessed Cardinal Stepinac” Days 
This weekend our parish is honoring 
Blessed Alojzije Stepinac, the martyred 
Cardinal of Zagreb, Croatia, whose paint-
ing is enshrined above our right Side Altar. 

After the Croatian Mass today, in honor 
of Blessed Stepinac, our Croatian 
School’s teachers, parents, students 

and graduates will hold a short program and a 
luncheon in the School Hall. Tickets can be bought 
at the School Hall door. 

The Chicago “Festival of Faith”: Catholics of all 
ages—and those interested in the Catholic faith—come, learn more, 
and be a part of the “new evangelization”! To inspire and teach Catho-
lics from across Chicagoland is the focus for the second-ever Archdio-
cese of Chicago Catholic Festival of Faith taking place February 16-18 
at the Donald E. Stephens Convention Center, 5500 N. River Rd. in 
Rosemont. There will be beautiful Masses, opportunities for prayer, 
concerts, and a dinner theater, keynote speakers, hundreds of work-
shops offered in several languages, and even special sessions for 
teens. Visit the festival’s website at www.catholicfest.org or phone the 
Festival of Faith office at 312-751-8388. 

“Catholics for the Cardinal,” an independent 
group of concerned Catholics who wish to express their support for 
and gratitude to Cardinal George, is holding a rally at Holy Name 
Cathedral (735 N. State) this Sunday, Feb. 12, at 3 PM. The Cardi-
nal is heart-broken over how some children were victimized during 
his tenure. But, “Catholics for the Cardinal” points out that the way 
the Cardinal has been treated by some in the media recently recalls 
some of the worst days of anti-Catholicism. “Catholics for the Cardi-
nal” invites us to come and support Cardinal George in this sad hour. 

BAKALAR DINNER: Our parish’s Club Poljica will hold 
its annual Bakalar Dinner in the St. Jerome School Hall on Satur-
day, March 4. Tickets for this excellent dinner is $50.00. Included 
with the Dalmatian fish specialty is great music and an open bar.

OUR DECEASED: Please pray for Catherine Madia 
(101), Joseph Piccinni (86), and Francesco Munizza (66), for 
whom funeral Masses were recently celebrated in our parish. Please 
also offer prayers for and extend your sympathy to their loved ones. 

Congratulations to St. Jerome’s Lady Lions Junior 
Varsity Basketball Team for their undefeated season and 
their championship victory in the SCAA Basketball League. What 
an inspiring example of growing in mind, body, soul and teamwork! 
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Benefit for St. Jerome School:
‘Lions Roar’ masquerade ball  
and raffle are next Saturday 

Tickets now on sale for St. Jerome School’s 3rd Annual 
LIONS ROAR BENEFIT. On Feb. 18, St. Jerome School will 
host a Masquerade Ball from 6 p.m. to Midnight in the 
School Hall. The evening includes cocktails, live enter-
tainment, a three-course sit-down dinner, dancing, 
silent auction, live auction, raffle ($25.00 raffle tickets 
— winning prize is $2,500.00, in cash or as a tuition 
credit) and much more! Masquerade Ball attire is not 
required!  This is also the evening in which we present a 
deserving individual with our “Heart of the 
School”/Postovani Award. Don’t miss the Ball…ticket 
sales are limited! Purchase your benefit tickets of 
$50.00 per person today by contacting one of our 
tickets agents: Angela Bajic at St. Jerome School 312 
842 7668 or Kim Condito 312 842 7144. For more details 
about the benefit, please visit the school website at 
www.stjeromeschool.net  or call 312 842 7668.  

St. Jerome Youth Service 
Corps
Food drive, toy drive, what next? Per-
haps you’d like to join us? Come and see 
what we’re about. The next meeting will be 
this Wednesday, February 15 at 6:30 P.M.
in the 2nd floor small hall. Bring a friend! 

Croatian folk group Lindjo  
is coming next Saturday:  
From the inspiring city of Dubrovnik, Croatia, 
the 50-member folk dance ensemble LINDJO
will perform for the first time in Chicago on 
February 18 at 6 p.m. in the auditorium of 
St. Scholastic Academy, 7416 N. Ridge, Chi-
cago. Tickets are $30 in advance (from Mara 
Romanovic after the Croatian Mass, or call 

St. Jerome Property Fund 
Mortgage Debt from New Parking Lot:          $  400,000            
Donated to Date:          $ 180,346 
February Donations Thus Far:         $        125 
Needed for monthly mortgage payment:   $    11,900 
Thank you to all who have contributed and to 
all who are considering a contribution!   

VIDEOTAPES of the documentary “Stepinac: Priest, Car-
dinal, Hero, Saint...You Choose” are available for $10.


