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WISDOM’S CORNER Who knows best? 
There were three shepherds who were each responsible 
for a flock of sheep.  One winter’s night all were awak-
ened by the howling of a wolf.  The first was about to 
get out of bed when he heard the rain beating against 
his window.  He decided to stay in bed.  The second 
got out of bed, dressed, and went to the door.  Upon 
opening it he was hit by sleety rain.  He decided to re-
turn to his warm bed.  The third got up, dressed, and 
went outside where he had to contend with rain, wind, 
darkness, and cold, but he stuck to his task until all the 
sheep were secure, and got a nasty cold for his efforts.  
Which of the three shepherds knew most about the 
rain, the wind, and the dark? 

The good person who resists temptation knows 
more about its power than the weakling who sub-
mits at the very onset of it. 

¶ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ ǒ
¶ 

The word “Lent” is an ancient word 
for spring.  The season of Lent is a 
time in our personal lives for new life 
to appear, and for old frozen attitudes to disappear.  It is a 
time to clear the ground, to clear away rubbish.  It is also a 
time for sowing, so that one day, on the Day of the Lord, 
there will be a harvest.  Lent is also a time of instruction.  
Faith comes by hearing, which certainly includes reading, 
study, and good conversation.  Today it would include the 
communication that comes from good film and art.  Faith 
needs to grow, to ask questions, and to reflect on the an-
swers.  To grow in faith calls for an alert and attentive per-
son, one who listens.  The person of faith listens to others 
and to self, to one’s speech and to one’s conscience, and at 
the same time also listens to the world.  Lent is also a time 
for reflection.  Reflect on the direction of your life, your 
awareness of the Father, the use of your time, power, and 
personal gifts. A serious spiritual effort in Lent will keep 
that reflection from becoming an empty gesture, and will 
sow the seeds of the Easter victory. 

WEEKLY MEDITATION 
What did temptation mean for Jesus?  It meant the same as it meant for Adam and Eve, and it means the same for 
us—choosing between good and evil, between doing God’s will and one’s own will.  Since Jesus and the saints were 
tempted, we can’t hope to escape it.  The struggle is between the passions of the flesh and the longings of the spirit.  
This struggle, with its almost inevitable falls, is not something to be ashamed of.  Our struggle is not to try never to 
fall, but to fall, to rise, and to go on in spite of everything.  Jesus, too, suffered and struggled.  His victory was not 
easily won. Temptation forces us to choose good over evil. The struggle to overcome it makes us stronger. 

February  —  Season of Lent 
Stations of the Cross every Friday at 7:00 P.M. 

***********************************************
BOOK OF PRAYER INTENTIONS can be found 
at the entrance to our church.  On its pages we invite you 
to list your special intentions, the names of those who are 
ill, or any other prayer requests.  The book will be pre-
sented during the Offertory procession at Sunday masses 
each week and placed on the altar. 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, 
February 19-20, will be taken for the ANNUAL CATHOLIC 
APPEAL.. Cardinal George writes: “Our Catholic faith is a 
priceless gift from God.  We are called by God to share this gift 
and to experience the miracle that this gift is never diminished 
when we share it.” Through the support given to the Appeal, 
parishes, schools, religious education, families, and those with 
special needs receive help and resources, thereby sharing in our 
Catholic faith. 

ST. JEROME H.S.A. $13,000.00 RAFFLE  tickets 
are now available.  Only 250 tickets have been printed. First 
prize $10,000; second prize $1,000; third prize $1,000; 4th prize 
$500; 5th prize $500.  Drawing will be held on Palm Sunday, 
March 20.  Donation: $100 per ticket. Please contact Fr. Joe 
or Cathi Wilkie at 312-808-0641 
CONGRATULATIONS to Markie Racinowski, a gradu-
ate of our school, who earned honor roll status for the sec-
ond quarter at McAuley H.S. 
***************************************************

St. Jerome Property Fund 
Mortgage Debt:        $400,000

Donated to Date:      $   95,245 

Monthly Mortgage Payment: $  11,900 

Thank you to all who have contributed and to all who 
are considering a contribution! 
*******************************************
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COIN FOLDERS to be used as a means of alms-
giving during the season of Lent are available in the 
rear of the church. Please take one.

HUMANITARIAN LUNCHEON 

The Croatian Woman, Branch 1 organization is 
hosting its traditional humanitarian luncheon on 
Palm Sunday, March 20, at the Croatian Cultural 
Center. The proceeds from this event go to help 
the needy in Croatia.  More information will be 
forthcoming. 

LENTEN OBSERVANCES 

Almsgiving Jesus always 
reached out to the poor 
and needy.  We try to think 
first of others.  The sacri-
fices we make help us to 
live as Christ, who sacrificed Himself for us. 
Prayer Jesus was a man of prayer.  
Through prayer, each of us—like Jesus— 
maintains a personal relationship with God, 
seeking to proclaim and to do His will. Re-
newed personal prayer during Lent 
strengthens our connection with God. 
Fasting/Abstinence Jesus began His public 
ministry with a 40-day fast in the desert.  
We, those from age 14 to 59, are called to 
fast (one main meal, two smaller meals, no 
food in between) on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday, and to abstain from meat on 
those two days and all Fridays of Lent.  We 
have many  and various “hungers” in our 
lives; fasting and abstinence guide us in the 
way of living not on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from God.    

UPCOMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

1. Next Saturday is the main pilgrimage for 
Croatians of the Midwest to visit Holy Hill 
Shrine in Wisconsin.  A bus will depart from in 
front of our church at 8 a.m.   Plan on traveling 
by bus so that there will be enough passengers to 
warrant hiring a bus. Please let us know today if 
you will be joining us, so that we can have an ac-
curate count as to how many people will be trav-
eling by bus. 

2. Next Sunday will be the day for Fr. 
Tomislav’s farewell masses at 9:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m.  Everyone is invited to come to the 
school hall at 12:30 p.m. for refreshments and 
the opportunity to say good-bye to Fr. Tom. 

3. The annual Croatian pilgrimage to Washing-
ton, D.C. will be held this year on Saturday 
and Sunday, September 11 and 12.  If possi-
ble, please try to attend.  The main mass will 
be celebrated at the basilica of the Immacu-
late Conception. 
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SPECIAL MASS FOR THE SICK

On Sunday, February 27, 
at 9:30 a.m., the Parish 
Council will sponsor a 
mass for the homebound 
and sick of our parish, 
namely, those who are unable to attend Sunday mass.  
Even though they are remembered each Sunday at 
our masses, we want to celebrate a special mass for 
them and for their intentions.  Please submit the 
names of parishioners who are homebound or ill by 
calling the rectory by February 15, so that they will 
be specifically remembered at that mass.  We invite 
all of our parishioners and friends to join us for this 
very special liturgy. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Every Thursday evening we come before 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament to adore 
Him from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in our church.  
We would like to extend the hours of 
adoration and have the Blessed Sacra-
ment exposed each Thursday from noon 
until 9.p.m.  If you would like to partici-

pate, and are able to make a visit during these hours, 
let us know.  There must always be at least one per-
son in church while the Eucharist is exposed. 

LENTEN CONCERT

This year during Lent, the Bridgeport Choral Society 
will perform the Shultz Passion Concert in our 
church. This will be a fitting preface to the contem-
plation of Christ’s suffering and crucifixion.  The 
concert will take place on Monday, March 14 at 7 
p.m.  Please mark this special event on your calendar. 

PALACINKA BREAKFAST 

The annual St. Jerome School “palacinka” breakfast 
will be held on Palm Sunday, March 20.  The win-
ners of the  H.S.A.’s  $13,000.00 Raffle will be 
picked and announced at this event.

PARISH FINANCES 

Dear Parishioners, today we release the yearly parish 
financial report, which was approved by the Parish 
Council.  If you have any questions, comments, 
ideas, or suggestions, please contact the parish office 
or speak to any of the council members. 

 THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
“Those who pass judgment on their 

loved ones can be mistaken.  Those who 
forgive them are never wrong.”


