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WISDOM’S CORNER What is within you? 

A monk who was traveling in the moun-
tains found a precious stone in a stream.  The next 
day he met another traveler who was hungry, so 
the monk opened his bag to share his food.  The 
hungry traveler saw the precious stone in the 
monk’s bag, admired it, and asked the monk to 
give it to him.  The monk did so without hesitation.  
The traveler left, rejoicing  in his good fortune.  
He knew the jewel was worth enough to give him 
security for the rest of his life, but a few days later 
he came back, searching for the monk.
 When he found him he returned the stone 
and said, “I have been thinking.  I know how valu-
able this stone is, but I give it back to you in the 
hope that you can give me something much more 
precious.  If you can, give me what you have 
within you that enabled you to give me the stone.”

Love and sacrifice cannot be sepa-
rated.  All love, whether it is that of 
warm friendship, respectful love 
for parents, the consuming love of 
husband and wife, or the devout, 
reciprocal, complete love between 

God and men — all love pre-supposes sacrifice.  In all cases, 
love is proven and deepened by positive acts of sacrifice.  
The essence of love is the giving of oneself to another for 
another’s service.  No one could give oneself more com-
pletely than God gives Himself to us.  His love for men is so 
great that He gives us everything.  He gives us human life 
and a world with all that is in it.  God wants our hearts, our 
minds, our souls, our love.  This means sacrifice. Those who 
have let their love influence their spirit of sacrifice, and vice-
versa, have happily learned the meaning of the words from 
the marriage ceremony: “Sacrifice is unusually difficult and 
irksome.  Only love can make it easy, and perfect love can 
make it a joy.”  
************************************************* 

 THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
“Why should men pay such a high price for 

damnation when salvation is free?” 

WEEKLY MEDITATION — 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
When Jesus tells us to let our light shine before people, he doesn’t mean that we should advertise our good deeds.  
He is simply asking us to do them.  Our deeds will speak for themselves.  A good life is a strong and effective wit-
ness, and a proclamation of the Gospel.  The light will shine when one is a genuine person, when one sees that the 
truth is told, justice is done, and mercy and love are shown.  We Christians have a very positive role to play in the 
world.  We have something to offer, something the world desperately needs, even though it may not always wel-
come it.  We should not be shy or apologetic about our role.  A certain boldness and courage are called for. 

February — Beginning of the Lenten Season 

Ash Wednesday Masses: 7:30, 9:00 A.M. 7:00 P.M. 
Stations of the Cross every Friday at 7:00 P.M. 

***********************************************

ST. JEROME SCHOOL REGISTRATION for the 
2005-2006 school year has begun and will continue until 
Friday, February 25.  Registration is $60.00 per student.  
Tuition rates and fees will be posted within the next 2 
weeks.  All other fees will be due by May 20, 2005.  All 
fees, including registration, are non-refundable.

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND, Feb-
ruary 5-6, will be taken for the support of the Seminaries 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Please help the young men 
who are preparing to serve the Church as future priests. 

ST. JEROME H.S.A. $13,000.00 RAFFLE  tickets 
are now available.  Only 250 tickets have been printed. First 
prize $10,000; second prize $1,000; third prize $1,000; 4th prize 
$500; 5th prize $500.  Drawing will be held on Palm Sunday, 
March 20.  Donation: $100 per ticket. Please contact Fr. Joe 
or Cathi Wilkie at 312-808-0641 
CONGRATULATIONS to the following graduates of 
our school who earned honor roll status for the second 
quarter: Nick Gallo and Daniel Hrvojevic at Mt. Carmel 
H.S.; Annette Nowacki and Annabella Vidal-Ruiz at 
Queen of Peace H.S. 
COIN FOLDERS to be used as a means of alms-giving 
during the season of Lent are available in the rear of the 
c h u r c h .  P l e a s e  t a k e  o n e .          
***************************************************

St. Jerome Property Fund 
Mortgage Debt:        $400,000

Donated to Date:      $   94,070 

Monthly Mortgage Payment: $  11,900 

Thank you to all who have contributed and to all who 
are considering a contribution! 


