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WISDOM’S CORNER Is that all?

In a small town there was a modest home for young, un-
wanted boys.  The kindly matron didn’t have much, but she 
loved, mothered, disciplined the boys, and taught them to 
love God, read the Bible, pray, and become good citizens.  
One day a wealthy lady came to adopt one of the boys.  Af-
ter making her selection she asked the boy, “Do you have a 
bicycle?” He answered, “No, ma’am.”  “Do you have your 
own radio?”  “No, ma’am.”  The questioning contin-
ued….clothes, personal TV set, and so on.  To all of these 
questions about his possessions he answered, “No.”  Finally, 
the little boy studied the woman then blurted out, “Please, 
ma’am, if that’s all you’re going to give me, I’d rather stay 
here!”  ********************* 

YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST 
The Second Vatican Council rightly proclaimed that 
the Eucharistic sacrifice is “the source and summit of 
Christian life”. To contemplate Christ involves being 
able to recognize Him wherever He manifests Himself 
in his many forms of presence, but above all in the liv-
ing sacrament of His body and His blood.  Truly this is 
the mystery of faith that is accomplished in the Eucha-
rist: the world that came forth from the hands of God 
the Creator now returns to Him redeemed by Christ.  
The Eucharist, as Christ’s saving presence in the com-
munity of the faithful and its spiritual food, is the most 
precious possession that the Church can have in her 
journey through history.         - Pope John Paul II 
******************************************* 
To be grateful is to recognize the love of God in every-

thing He has given us and He 
has given us everything.  Every 
breath we draw is a gift of His 
love, every moment of existence 
is a grace, for it brings with it 
immense graces from Him.  

Gratitude therefore takes nothing for granted, is never 
unresponsive, is constantly awakening to new wonder 
and to praise of the goodness of God.  For the grateful 
person knows that God is good, not by hearsay but by 
experience.  And that is what makes all the difference.

- Thomas Merton 

WEEKLY MEDITATION — 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The beatitudes are the badges of a true disciple of Christ.  They are the marks of a child of God.  They make us rich 
in the sight of God.  They open our minds and hearts to a new way of seeing and judging.  They give us a whole new 
set of bearings.  The things the beatitudes stand for are very beautiful and very precious — things such as peace, 
goodness, joy, love, gentleness, compassion, mercy, integrity. While they present a great challenge to typical 
worldly values, they offer great rewards.  A person who lives according to the beatitudes is already living in the 
kingdom of God.  Eternal life will merely be the full blossoming of a plant that is green with life.   

February —  Onset of the Season of Lent  

******************************************

ST. JEROME SCHOOL REGISTRATION for the 
2005-2006 school year will begin Monday, January 
31, and end on Friday, February 25.  Registration is 
$60.00 per student.  Tuition rates and fees will be 
posted within the next 2 weeks.  All other fees will 
be due by May 20, 2005.  All fees, including registra-
tion, are non-refundable. 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, 
February 5-6, will be taken for the support of the 
Seminaries of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Please 
help the young men who are preparing to serve the 
Church as future priests.  

CONGRATULATIONS to the following graduates of 
our school who earned honor roll status for the second 
quarter at De La Salle High School: Joseph DeMar, Erica 
Galvin, Courtney Hughes, Mark Hughes, Alexa Powell, 
Anne Powell, Anthony Scalise. 

VERIFICATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS             
Dear Parishioners, you can obtain proof of your contri-
butions to our church for tax purposes at the parish 
office.  Thank you for all of your gifts to St. Jerome’s! 

***************************************************

St. Jerome Property Fund 

Mortgage Debt:        $400,000

Donated to Date:      $   93,570 

Monthly Mortgage Payment: $  11,900 

Thank you to all who have contributed and to all who 
are considering a contribution! 

*******************************************

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
“ How sweet the words of truth breathed from the 

lips of love.”


