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WISDOM’S CORNER What do you see?
An Oriental shopkeeper once had a  parrot.  One day when 
the bird knocked over a jar of precious oil, the shopkeeper 
became angry and hit the parrot on the head with a stick.  
From that day on the parrot could no longer speak, even 
though he had been very smart.  His feathers began to fall 
out and soon he was bald.  One day as the parrot sat on a 
shelf in the store, a bald man entered.  When the bird saw 
him he became violently upset, flying around the shop, flap-
ping his wings, and screeching.  Suddenly, due to his agi-
tated state, he regained his speech, asking the man: “ Did 
you, too, knock over a jar of oil and receive a blow to the 
head that made you bald?” Stanislaus Klem 

What is it that has to hit us over the head in order to make us real-
ize  the beauty of the world?  Do we have to ruin things before we 
learn to satisfy our own curiosity? 

*************************************** 

TSUNAMI AND US 
The horrible natural Tsunami disaster that struck 
such a large portion of Asia last month is the heart 
wrenching concern of people all over the world.  
We at St. Jerome Parish want to contribute to the 
worldwide efforts to aid those affected by this catas-
trophe by donating money to this cause through the 
Catholic Charities agency.  A special collection will 
be taken this weekend, January 8th and 9th.  It is 
obvious that we need to help our fellow human be-
ings because, no matter who we are, we are more 
alike than different.  Every donation is welcome and 
appreciated. God bless you for your help!

Second Collection Next Week  will be taken for the 
Church in Latin America. We thank you for your good-
ness and help. 

THANK YOU to all who donated for Christ-
mas flowers to decorate our church.  The list of 
donors is in our bulletin.  We apologize to 
Dragica Bajic and Ana Dosen whose names 
were omitted due to a technical error.

WEEKLY MEDITATION ——  The Baptism of the Lord 

This feast in which we recall the baptism of Jesus reminds us of our own baptism and renews its grace within us.  From 
a spiritual point of view, baptism is the greatest thing that can happen to us.  What happened at the baptism of Jesus happens at 
our baptism too.  During His baptism Jesus received the affirmation of His Father.  He heard the wonderful words: ‘You are my 
beloved Son; with You I am well pleased.’  These words also set the seal of divine approval on the mission He was about to 
begin, the mission to bring sinners back to God.  God also calls us by name.  He says to each of us, ‘You are my beloved son,’ 
or ‘You are my beloved daughter.’ The Holy Spirit also descends upon us, because we too are given a mission: to participate in 
the work of Jesus.  We are not called to save the world, or to solve all its problems.  Nevertheless, each of us has our own 
unique call, in our families, in our work, in our world.  Faithfulness to small, everyday tasks is our way of responding to the
problems of our time and of participating in the work of Jesus. 

JANUARY - Respect Life Month 

******************************************

OUR NEWLY BAPTIZED  We 
welcome into our faith community 
a new member: WILLIAM 
DAVID RUICH, the son of Paul 
Ruich and Julie n. Tyszkiewisz. 
The godparents are James Ruich and Peggy Zumpano. 
May God bless our newest member.  

 NATIONAL VOCATION AWARENESS WEEK be-
gins today.   Prayer for Vocations 

Loving God, How awesome are Your ways!  Through 
your abundant love You bless us with gifts that can make 
our world holy and just.  Dwell deep in our hearts that we 
may know how to share these gifts.  Inspire many to re-
spond generously to Your call to service in the Church.  
May the fire of Your love direct us on our journey that we 
may act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with You.  
We give you the praise and honor now and forever.  Amen 

St. Jerome Property Fund 

Mortgage Debt:        $400,000   

Donated to Date:      $   91,670 

Monthly Mortgage Payment: $  11,900 

Thank you to all who have contributed and to all who are con-
sidering a contribution! 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING will be held on 
Monday, January 10, at 7 p.m. We ask all members to 
be sure to attend this important session. Anyone will-
ing to serve on the council is asked to  call the parish 
office. 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
“Happiness comes from within.  It is in doing, not 

in having.”


