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St. Jerome Property Fund: 

Mortgage Debt: $400,000 

Donated to Date:  $  21,325 

ST. ANTHONY NOVENA   
We are honoring St. Anthony, 
a saint know all over the 
world, with a novena each 
evening (June 4-12) at 7 p.m. 

in our church (Saturday, 5:30 p.m./ Sunday, 6 
p.m.). Let us gather together and contemplate the 
mysteries of our faith as they were so beautifully 
lived in the simplicity of this Franciscan from 
Padua. On the feast of St. Anthony, June 13, 
everyone is invited to St. Anthony’s Monastery 
(4851 S. Drexel) to celebrate a special mass at     
7 p.m. Come and honor this beloved saint. 

WISDOM’S CORNER

The Word of God is gentle… 

Fr. John preached this sermon:  “We once came 
to the abbot of a monastery in Syria and wanted 
to ask him about the hard-heartedness of human 
beings.  The old abbot began to speak saying... 
“Water is by nature soft, but stones are by nature 
hard.  The container that hangs above the stone 
releases water drop by drop and gradually hol-
lows out the stone.  The Word of God is soft like 
the droplets of water, but many human hearts are 
hard like the stone.  If a person listens often to 
the Word of God, his heart will be softened.  

Openness to God’s Word always softens our 
hearts and our lives.

WEEKLY MEDITATION 

 HOLY TRINITY
When we refer to God as "Trinity", 
we are saying more than we can possibly understand about who God is. 
Our language exceeds our understanding. Yet, when we speak it, hear it, 
and live it, together we reveal what was revealed to us and discover just a 
little more of what is endlessly knowable. It is then that we reveal to our-
selves a little more of that endless mystery in whose image we are made. 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS Celebrate Pam Munizzi's 
50th birthday by supporting Special Olympics Chi-
cago! The event will take place at White Sox Park on 
June 16, 2004 (her birthday) at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$50. Call Louis Scalise at 312-225-7654. All proceeds 
will benefit Special Olympics Chicago-Special Chil-
dren's Charities. 

ART EXHIBIT  Our parish will 
again host an art exhibit. Local art-
ist, Susan Brcich Bruno, once again 
presents her collection of artwork. 
The new exhibit, featuring Susan’s 

latest oil paintings, is entitled “Let Me B”.  The dis-
play opens on Friday, June 11, at 6 p.m. and continues 
on Saturday, June 12, and Sunday, June 13, in our sec-
ond floor small hall from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY is
June 13.  We will have a solemn 
outdoor procession with the Holy 
Eucharist after 9:30 a.m. mass. We 
ask everyone to participate in this 

public adoration of the Body of Christ. 

PARISH CENSUS  As has been 
announced, during this week we 
will mail the census forms to all 

parishioners.  We ask that you take 10 minutes of your 
time to complete the survey.  Please provide all re-
quested information, then place the form in the enve-
lope and return it to us.  We are very grateful for your 
cooperation.  This census will be of great value to ana-
lyze our parish community and its membership.  All 
information is strictly confidential and remains in the 
parish archives.  Thank you for your time and effort! 
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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

“It’s not the load that breaks you down, 
it’s the way you carry it.” 

Dear Parishioners, Work on our new parking lot 
is progressing.  As you have noticed, the lot has 
been cleared and the house razed.  This week the 
land will be prepared for the 2nd phase: drainage 
system and electricity.  Once again we are grate-
ful to Mr. Michael Tadin for all the work done to 
date.  His generosity has really advanced this pro-
ject for our parish community.  We hope that this 
year’s feast of Velika Gospa (Sunday, August 15) 
will truly be a festive event for our parish.  The 
parking lot is expected to be completed by then 
and should serve us well, particularly on that day.  
Each week in our bulletin you will find an up-
dated financial report of contributions made to 
the Property Fund. Thank you for your donations 
and all that you do for this parish to which we all 
belong.  A step forward for our parish is a step 
forward for each individual who belongs to it! 

RECOMMENDED VIEWING

Laws of Attraction PG13, Comedy, 1hr. 29min.

Pierce Brosnan, Julianne Moore, Michael Sheen 

High-powered divorce attorneys, Audrey Woods 
and Daniel Rafferty, have seen love gone wrong 
in all its worst case scenarios, so how bad could 
their chances be? At the top of their legal profes-
sions, Audrey and Daniel are a classic study in 
opposites. She practices law strictly by the book; 
he always manages to win by the seat of his 
pants.  Soon they are pitted against each other on 
opposite sides of a nasty public divorce between 
famous clients.   This movie is a good example of 
how dialogue and communication are the most 
important components of marriage

OUR DECEASED Anne Fatovich Semetis (91)
“Tetie” passed away on Saturday, May 29.  She 
was a dear friend to many  from our parish.  A 
memorial mass will be celebrated at St. Jerome 
Church on Saturday, June 12, at 10:00 a.m.  May 
God grant her eternal rest.

FR. STEPHEN
RAICH, OFM 

       (New York, May 14, 1917 
– Chicago, June 3, 2004)

Fr. Steve was born on May 14, 
1917 in New York City, New York. 
He finished both grammar school 

and high school in New York and attended the seminary 
in West-mont, Illinois. He entered the Franciscan Order in 
1937 in Paterson, New Jersey. He studied theology and 
philosophy at Holy Name College in Washington D.C. 
where he was ordained a priest on May 29, 1943.  

The following year he was named associate pastor 
at St. Mary's Parish in Steelton (1944-1946), and then St. 
Jerome's in Chicago (1946-1949) and SS. Cyril and Meth-
odius in New York (1949-1953). He became pastor of St. 
Mary's Parish in Steelton (1953-1957). He was stationed 
at St. Anthony Friary in Chicago (1957-1958) and became 
associate pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in the same city 
(1958-1959). After that Fr. Stephen was the pastor of 
Holy Trinity Parish in Ambridge (1959-1965) and of St. 
Jerome's in Chicago (1965-1967). He was superior at St. 
Francis Friary in Gulf Breeze (1967-1968) and resided at 
Our Lady of Peace, Beaver Falls (1968-1971). In 1971 he 
once again returned to parish work as pastor of St. An-
thony's in Monessen (1971-1979). He served as Custos 
(1979-1982). Once again he returned to St. Mary's in 
Steelton as pastor (1982-1985). Fr. Stephen went to Our 
Lady of Peace friary in Beaver Falls (1985-1991), and 
resided at SS. Cyril and Methodius in New York (1991-
1998). He came to St. Anthony's Friary in Chicago in 
1998. Fr. Stephen was on Custodial Board from 1955 to 
1958. 

On his feast day, December 26, 2003, he became 
ill and was taken to Mercy Hospital in Chicago. He never 
recuperated. From the end of January this year he was at 
the Franciscan Communities St. Joseph Home of Chicago.
Since his health became worse, he was taken to Our Lady 
of the Resurrection Hospital in Chicago, where he died 
from atrial fibrillation on June 3, 2004.  

A Vigil service will be on Monday, June 7, 2004, 
at St. Anthony Franciscan Friary Chapel, 4851 S. Drexel 
Blvd., Hyde Park, Chicago, at 8:00 p.m. and the Funeral 
Mass on Tuesday, June 8, 2004 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Jerome 
Croatian Church, 2823 S. Princeton Ave., Chicago. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the 
Croatian Franciscan Charities. May he rest in God’s 
peace! 


