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WISDOM’S CORNER Something has 
happened here… 

A nun working in a convent school related 
the following story.  
A few weeks before Easter the father of one 
of the pupils from the school was involved 
in a horrible accident.  While burning some 
branches in his garden, he accidentally set 
fire to himself and died as a result of his 
burns.  Naturally, his family went into deep 
shock, and grief settled over the house.  His wife was so 
distraught that she couldn’t go out into the garden where the 
accident happened, and even found it difficult to look out 
the window that faced the garden.  However, the days went 
by and Easter came around.  On Easter Sunday afternoon 
the nun visited the family again, expecting to find them still 
grief-stricken.  Instead she got a very pleasant surprise.  
Stepping into the house she sensed that the gloom had 
lifted, replaced by a feeling of peace.  “I can sense that 
something has happened here,” she told the mother. The 
mother replied, “This morning my sister came to visit me 
and asked me to go into the garden for some fresh air.  I 
became almost hysterical at the mere thought, but she in-
sisted that it would help me, so I went with her. As we ap-
proached, my whole body began to shake.  Then suddenly, 
although I don’t know how or from where, the words of the 
Gospel came to me: ‘Why do you look for the living among 
the dead?  He is not here. He is risen.’ At that moment it 
was as if a heavy load was lifted off my back, and I felt a 
great sense of peace and joy.” 

Jesus has overcome death, not just for Himself, but for all of us.  
He is the first to rise from the dead, but we are to follow Him.  
Our dead are not dead.  They share the life of the risen Christ.  
They are alive, and that’s how we should think of them.  What 
happened at Easter enables us to let go of our loved ones in faith.  
Jesus takes the sting out of death for us. 

WEEKLY MEDITATION   —   EASTER SUNDAY 
We can face and endure anything, as long as we know it will not last forever, and that something better will 
happen.  This is the meaning of hope.  Hope is as necessary for the spirit as bread is for the body.  Easter pro-
vides an enormous injection of hope for the human spirit, and it is so desperately needed!  The world didn’t 
take much notice of the resurrection of Jesus because it was a humble, hidden event.  Jesus did not appear in 
triumph to humiliate those who humiliated Him.  He appeared to those whom He called by name, with whom 

He broke bread, and even they had difficulty believing.  Yet, it was this hidden event that freed humanity from the shackles 
of death. Jesus rose as a sign to those who followed Him that God’s love is stronger than death.  By entering fully into hu-
man life and experiencing the bitterness of death, Jesus became a Savior to all people.   

The death of Jesus was part of God’s plan.  Jesus is our salvation, pointing the way along the road of obedience and suffer-
ing. At Easter we still feel the pain of the world, in our families, among our friends, and in our own hearts, but a new ele-
ment is introduced that gives meaning to this pain. The element is HOPE.  All is different because Jesus is alive and speaks 
His words of peace to us as He spoke them to the apostles.  Faith in the resurrection of Jesus is the basis of our hope of 
eternal life.  Because of it we know that life is stronger than death, love is stronger than fear, and hope is stronger than de-
spair. 

A HAPPY AND BLESSED EASTER TO ALL! 
*************************************************

MANY THANKS We are grateful to you, our dear pa-
rishioners and friends, for your participation in our Holy 
Week services, the flower donations, and the cleaning of our 
church in special preparation for the Easter Holy Days.  
Thanks, also, to those of you who responded to the Parish 
Census. If you still haven’t filled out the forms, please do so 
as soon as possible. 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY will be observed next Sunday, 
April 3, with prayers and devotions in our church at 3 p.m.  
We invite everyone to participate.

******************************************

St. Jerome Property Fund 
Mortgage Debt:             $400,000            

Donated to Date:                    $100,965 

March donations:     $  1825. 00

Monthly Mortgage Payment:       $  11,900 

Thank you to all who have contributed and to all who 
are considering a contribution!     

*********************************************
BOOK OF PRAYER INTENTIONS
can be found at the entrance to our church.  On its pages 
we invite you to list your special intentions, the names 
of those who are ill, or any other prayer requests.  The 
book is   presented during the Offertory procession at 
Sunday masses each week and placed on the altar.
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GRAND OPENING OF THE NEW

 PARKING LOT 

Dear Parishioners, 

On Sunday, April 10, 
we will host a special 
ceremony for the official opening of our new parking 
lot. Bishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller will join us for this 
occasion and preside at the 9:30 mass that morning.  
A brief ceremony will be held after the mass to 
“open” the parking lot.  At 12:30 p.m. that after-
noon a special luncheon will be held in our 
school hall as a fund raiser for the new parking 
lot.  Please reserve this date and join us in cele-
bration and fellowship!  

H.S.A. RAFFLE RESULTS 
St. Jerome H.S.A. would like to thank all of our 
parishioners, family, and friends for their great 
support of our “palacinka” breakfast and 
$13,000 raffle. We had a wonderful day! Thank 
you to all those who volunteered to help with the 
breakfast and raffle, and those who came to 
share in the fun of the day! Congratulations to 
the winners of the $13,000 raffle!  
1st - Erika Helding & family ($10,000) 

2nd - Lou Scalise family ($1,000) 

3rd - 1st and 4th grade group ticket ($1,000) 

4th - The Luncheonettes  ($500) 

5th - C. Amato, S. Bills, E. Binchi, & S .Ball 
($500)

DOUBLE PARKING  We again ask you to re-
frain from double parking.  The police have re-
peatedly warned us that they will issue tickets 
for double parked cars, especially now that we 
have another parking lot.  Please use both lots. 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

1. Next Saturday is the main pilgrimage for 
Croatians of the Midwest to visit Holy Hill 
Shrine in Wisconsin.  A bus will depart from in 
front of our church at 8 a.m.   Plan on traveling 
by bus so that there will be enough passengers to 
warrant hiring a bus. Please let us know today if 
you will be joining us, so that we can have an ac-
curate count as to how many people will be trav-
eling by bus. 

2. Next Sunday will be the day for Fr. 
Tomislav’s farewell masses at 9:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m.  Everyone is invited to come to the 
school hall at 12:30 p.m. for refreshments and 
the opportunity to say good-bye to Fr. Tom. 

3. The annual Croatian pilgrimage to Washing-
ton, D.C. will be held this year on Saturday 
and Sunday, September 11 and 12.  If possi-
ble, please try to attend.  The main mass will 
be celebrated at the basilica of the Immacu-
late Conception. 
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LET IT GO 
The gift of good-bye is a 
spiritual gift. Believe in 
good-bye. It's not being  
hateful; it's being faithful 
and knowing that what-
ever God means for you 
to have He'll give to you.  
If you are holding onto something that doesn't belong to 
you and  was  never intended for your life, then you need 
to ... LET IT GO!!!   If you are holding on to past hurts 
and pains .... LET IT GO!!!   If someone can't treat you 
right, love you back, and see your worth...LET IT GO!!!  
If someone has angered you ... LET IT GO!!! If you are 
holding onto some thoughts of evil and revenge ... LET IT   
GO!!!   If you are involved in a wrong relationship or ad-
diction ...  LET IT GO!!!  If you are holding onto a job 
that no longer meets your needs or talents ... LET IT 
GO!!! If you have a bad attitude...LET IT GO!!! If you 
keep judging others to make yourself feel better... LET IT 
GO!!!  If you're stuck in the past and God is trying to take 
you to a new level in Him... LET IT GO!!! If you are 
struggling with the  healing of a broken relationship.... 
LET IT GO!!!  If you keep trying  to help someone who 
won't even try to help himself... LET IT GO!!!  If you're 
feeling depressed and stressed ... LET IT GO!!!  If there is 
a particular situation that you are so used to handling 
yourself and God is saying "take your hands off of it," 
then you need to... LET IT GO!!!  Let the past be the past. 
Forget the former things. GOD is doing a  new thing for 
you in 2005!!! LET IT GO!!!  If God brings you to it, He 
will bring you through it. In happy moments, praise God. 
In difficult moments, seek God. In quiet moments, worship 
God. In painful moments, trust God.  Every  moment, 
thank God!   * * * * * 

CAA  ANNUAL GALA AND BANQUET   
This year the Croatian American Association will host a 
celebration of its 15th anniversary.  The event will be held 
on Saturday, April 2,  at 7 p.m. at the Sheraton Hotel (301 
E. North Water Street in downtown Chicago).  Everyone 
is invited to take part in this gala affair.  Important guests 
from the Croatian and American political arenas will be 
present. A raffle for a one year’s subscription to the Croa-
tian satellite program will be held. Tickets are $100 per 
person and can be obtained from Jerko  Sumera (708 352 
3354), the office of Anthony Peraica ( 773 735 1700), and 
Dragica Rudman (773 752 0279). 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
“Prayer changes people and people change 

the world.”


