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WISDOM’S CORNER What have you made of yourself? 

A reunion took place of the graduates of a famous school 
run by a religious order.  An elderly priest, who had come back to 
be present at the reunion, found himself surrounded by a host of 
former pupils most of whom he hadn’t met since they left the 
school many years ago.  It was obvious from the way they flocked 
to him that he enjoyed great respect among them.  He received 
them with graciousness.  Them without the slightest prompting 
from him, they began to pour out their stories.  One was an archi-
tect who built churches. Another was a university professor and 
author. Another was the head of an international company. Yet 
another was a highly successful lawyer. The old priest listened 
with pleasure to the impressive litany of successes and achieve-
ments.  There didn’t seem to be a single failure among them.  As 
they told their stories he said little, contenting himself with nod-
ding his head and smiling.  Then, looking at them with affection, 
he said, ‘And now, tell me what you have made of yourselves?’

Sometimes we can become so absorbed in our careers that 
we neglect our personal lives and relationships.  

******************* 
Ʒ For the first time ever, watch the world famous Croatian 
Olympic Soccer Team play in the United States – right here 
in Chicago! The Croatian National U21 Soccer team will be 
in town along with some A team players, 
special guests and key members of the 
Croatian Soccer Federation.  It will all take 
place the weekend of June 9-11, 2005.  
The Main Raffle's Grand Prize will be 2 tickets to ALL of the 
games that Croatia will play in the 2006 World Cup in Ger-
many, with air fare for 2 included!!!  For all the information 
check: www.croatiancenterchicago.com/hns/index.htm

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 
“Forgiveness is the ultimate preventative medicine, as 

well as the greatest healer.” 

WEEKLY MEDITATION   —  Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ 
Jesus nourishes us in so many ways, especially in the Eucharist. In talking about our unity in Christ, 
St. Paul says that we are like grains of wheat that have been brought together to form one loaf.  It is 
a beautiful image.  The Eucharist celebrates and strengthens our unity in Christ.  The presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist becomes a problem only when we have lost our sense of His presence in 
all that is.  Those who have a deep sense of the presence of God in the whole of creation will not 
have great difficulty in believing that He is present in a very special way in the Eucharist.  God alone can satisfy all the 
longings and hungers of our hearts because He alone can give us the bread of eternal life.  This is the bread we receive in 
the Eucharist.  Without it we would not have the strength to follow Christ.   

The Eucharist is the sign and source of our unity.  We form a single body because we all share in the one loaf.  We can’t be 
truly in communion with Jesus without being in communion with one another.  At holy mass we are brought together and  
as the Body of Christ made visible. At mass we lay down our differences and become one family.  Here we experience the 
warmth of community.  Love is the atmosphere we breathe here.  We must try to rise above the things that prevent us from 
experiencing and expressing our unity — shyness, coldness, and indifference. May the body and blood of Christ bind us 

together in unity and peace! 

MAY — The Month of Our Lady 

Please pray the rosary! 

*************************************************

St. Jerome Property Fund 
Mortgage Debt:             $400,000            

Donated to Date:                    $122,925 

May donations:      $    1,925

May Mortgage Payment:        $  11,900 

Thank you to all who have contributed and to all who 
are considering a contribution!    

*********************************************
CONGRATULATIONS St. Jerome School Class of  2005 
Our 8th graders receive their diplomas at the 5:30 p.m. 
mass Saturday, May 28. We are proud of their accomplish-
ments and wish them good luck and God’s blessings in high 
school. 
SPECIAL THANKS and appreciation is extended to the 
faculty and staff of our school, and to all who have helped to 
make the school year so successful.  Now, as the current 
school year comes to a close, we wish everyone a relaxing 
and happy summer vacation.  We hope to see you at mass 
each weekend. 
UPCOMING ORDINATION  Brother Ivan Strmecki, of 
our Croatian Franciscan Custody, who is presently serving at 
Sacred Heart Parish, will be ordained a priest by Auxiliary 
Bishop Joseph Perry on Tuesday, May 31, at 7 p.m. in Sa-
cred Heart Croatian Church (2901 E. 96th St., Chicago). 
Everyone is welcome to attend this special and sacred occa-
sion.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

1. Next Saturday is the main pilgrimage for 
Croatians of the Midwest to visit Holy Hill 
Shrine in Wisconsin.  A bus will depart from in 
front of our church at 8 a.m.   Plan on traveling 
by bus so that there will be enough passengers to 
warrant hiring a bus. Please let us know today if 
you will be joining us, so that we can have an ac-
curate count as to how many people will be trav-
eling by bus. 

2. Next Sunday will be the day for Fr. 
Tomislav’s farewell masses at 9:30 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m.  Everyone is invited to come to the 
school hall at 12:30 p.m. for refreshments and 
the opportunity to say good-bye to Fr. Tom. 

3. The annual Croatian pilgrimage to Washing-
ton, D.C. will be held this year on Saturday 
and Sunday, September 11 and 12.  If possi-
ble, please try to attend.  The main mass will 
be celebrated at the basilica of the Immacu-
late Conception. 
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THE PASSING OF POPE  JOHN PAUL II — A PERSONAL REMEMBRANCE  (continued)

“There is only one true measure of the human spirit, and it is love.”  That simple but 
eloquent phrase spoken repeatedly by John Paul II during his pontificate ran through 
my mind as I awoke to a constant patter of footsteps outside my hotel window on 
April 8, 2005. 

It was just past 5 a.m. on Friday morning in Rome, yet thousands of mourners had already taken to the streets and be-
gun their pilgrimage to St. Peter’s Basilica for Pope John Paul II’s funeral mass. With boundless determination these 
dedicated souls battled frigid morning temperatures and government restrictions on automobile transit in downtown 
Rome to secure a place at the Pope’s funeral mass. Arriving from camps set up as far away as 5 miles from the Vatican, 
row upon row of men, women, and children marched quietly through the streets of Rome toward the home of their be-
loved Pope. 

As I joined the crowd I immediately experienced the solemnity of the occasion. Silent prayer and softly sung devotional 
hymns had now replaced the joyful singing, dancing, and chanting that had celebrated the life of Pope John II. Rosaries 
hung from the hands of many mourners. National flags flew under Vatican flags draped in the black of mourning. 
Friends and families held their love ones tightly to fend off tears, to console. 

Standing just outside St. Peter’s Square at 11 a.m. I experienced the most dramatic moment of my trip to Rome. Sur-
rounded by thousands of fellow mourners from around the globe, I watched in sadness as the casket of John Paul II 
reached the outdoor altar of St. Peter’s Basilica. This sight evoked a tremendous reaction from the crowd. After a mo-
ment of shock and disbelief that left many people kneeling in prayer, a surge of applause ran through the crowd. The 
applause continued until Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger commenced the holy mass. 

The holy mass was a beautiful three-hour celebration of all that Pope John Paul II  believed in and professed throughout 
his pontificate. In his eulogy, Cardinal Ratzinger eloquently described John Paul II’s tireless devotion to peace, justice, 
and human rights. 

With heartfelt emotion he spoke of John Paul II’s deep sense of spirituality and also of his warm and charismatic sense 
of friendship. Avoiding the distraction of a strong wing blowing against him, Cardinal Ratzinger beautifully captured the 
spirit of the moment and elevated the sentiments of the gathered crowd. A crescendo of applause greeted Cardinal 
Ratzinger's words and by the time he had completed his eulogy chants of “Giovanni Paolo” and “Santo Subito” 
(Sainthood Now) rang from the crowd. 

As the mass came to a close and the casket of John Paul II was slowly carried back inside the Vatican, a final round of 
applause rang out from the crowd. Tears ran down the cheeks of all those in attendance as a single bell tolled in the 
background. Seeking consolation for my sense of loss, I looked to the altar where the Princes of the Church, the Cardi-
nals, stood draped in their red vestments. I found comfort in their dedication to the Lord, the Church, and the Catholic 
ideal of improving the lives of those less fortunate. 

I looked to my fellow mourners whose displays of love and affection throughout the last week assured me that the spirit 
of John Paul II was alive, and I listened for the words of John Paul II, of Jesus Christ- “Be Not Afraid”- each time that 
sad bell tolled. “Be not afraid” to help those who are less fortunate.  “Be not afraid” to love without expectation. “Be not 
afraid” to accept suffering. “Be not afraid” to accept truth. “Be not afraid” for God is with us, always and everywhere.  

                - Anthony Scalise       to be continued…

MEMORIAL DAY MASS AT CATHOLIC CEMETERIES  will be held on Memorial Day, Monday, May 
30.  Programs are scheduled for 10 a.m. with the mass beginning at 10:30 a.m. “They died that we might live.  
They rest in honored glory.” 

CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY is today, Sunday, May 29.  This is the feast of the 

Body and Blood of Christ.  We will have our annual procession with the Blessed Sac-
rament after 9:30 a.m. mass.  Please join us to honor Our Lord in the divine gift of 

His presence among us. 

ST. ANTHONY NOVENA will begin on Saturday, June 4 at the 5:30 p.m. mass and continue through Sunday, 

June 12.  Mass will be held in our church each weekday evening at 7 p.m. (6 p.m. on Sunday, June 12). On June 

13, the feast of St. Anthony, mass will be held at the Franciscan Monastery on Drexel Blvd. at 7 p.m. 


